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Sticky Note
I was curious about "y" with superscript "e" and just checked the annotated corpora of historical English that we've produced over the years at Penn (https://www.ling.upenn.edu/hist-corpora). "y" with superscript "e" _does_ occur as the pronoun "ye".  But only 25 / 4749 times (0.5%).  So as a rule of thumb, "never represented [y]" is accurate :-)



beatrice
Sticky Note
According to the OED, the true etymology is from Latin "ab" 'from' plus "omen" 'omen' and related to the idea of averting an omen.






























