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Sticky Note
Jones was not actually the first to propose a common source for the Indo-European languages.  Marcus Zuerius van Boxhorn, a Dutch scholar proposed the idea in the mid-1600s - more than a century before Jones's famous note, published in 1788.  See the Wikipedia articles for Jones and van Boxhorn for details.
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Sticky Note
Maybe.   But if the British Celts had continued to speak Celtic, we would expect more Celtic loanwords in English.  The paucity of such loanwords suggests that in fact the British Celts had taken to speaking Latin before the end of the Roman occupation of Britain.
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Sticky Note
The definition of 'cognate' here is a bit sloppy.  See Don Ringe's handout "Some definitions and basic facts important for historical lingustics" for a more careful definition.  See also the next comment.
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Sticky Note
Just to be clear about which pairs of words are cognates and which aren't.  Indo-European *egnis developed into Latin 'ignis' through an unbroken chain of native language acquisition.  Analogously or Sanskrit 'agnis'.  Therefore Latin 'ignis' and Sanskrit 'agnis' are cognates.  By contrast,  Latin 'ignis' and English 'ignite' are not cognates.  The reason is that Indo-European *egnis was replaced in Germanic by a different Indo-European root, mentioned on p. 63. which developed into English ''fire'.  In other words, the chain of native language acquisition for *egnis was broken in Germanic.  Once broken, the chain cannot be restored by borrowing because borrowing is not part of native language acquisition.  By definition, therefore, borrowed words in a recipient language can never be cognates with the source word in the donor language.
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Sticky Note
If you are pressed for time, you can skim or omit this section.  Resume careful reading at p. 74, "Major changes from Indo-European to Germanic".
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Sticky Note
We will not be concerned with basic word order in this course, so feel free to skip this section.  Resume careful reading at p. 74, "Major changes from Indo-European to Germanic".





beatrice
Sticky Note
Resume careful reading here.






















