L16138.A05 Mar 17, 2008

Assignment #5: due Mar 23¢
The Deﬁ cit and leference Models

1. Read RSL1: Gary Simpkins (rhe Throwaway KidsOand RS8: W. Labov,
CCompdting vdue systemsin the inna-city schoolsQ

2. Both authorsconsder the undelying conflict of values that undelie the
discourggement and dienaion of many African American children in the inner-
city schools. The implicationis tha African American languageand aulture
should play adronge role in theeducationd process.

3. Thehistory of this problem shows strong neative reactionsto theintrodudion of
vernacular materials into the classroom We have al'so sen tha African American
children expect their reading materials to resemble sandad English, and find it
hard to read expressionslike crawlin®, gaO, wanna.

4. Givethisalot of thought Fromthe knowledgeyouOveadned in thelast month
aboutthe sudent or gudents you aetutoring, mngder the ways in which their
particular interests and ailturd onentation might bemod intimately represented
in our reding progam. Take the naratives of the IRM, the use of song lrics and
languaye expearience method & given deps in tha direction, and propos two or
more ways in which this end mght be pursued. You mght congder severa areas
of culturd expression, diawing fromyourobservationsin the domains of food,
clothes, physcal action, verbd play, life histories, socid conflicts and family
relations



