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Assignment #5: due Mar 23rd 
The Deficit and Difference Models 

 
 

1. Read RS11: Gary Simpkins, ÒThe Throwaway KidsÓ and RS 8: W. Labov, 
ÒCompeting value systems in the inner-city schoolsÓ. 

2. Both authors consider the underlying conflict of values that underlie the 
discouragement and alienation of many African American children in the inner-
city schools. The implication is that African American language and culture 
should play a stronger role in the educational process. 

3. The history of this problem shows strong negative reactions to the introduction of 
vernacular materials into the classroom. We have also seen that African American 
children expect their reading materials to resemble standard English, and find it 
hard to read expressions like crawlinÕ, gonÕ, wanna.   

4. Give this a lot of thought. From the knowledge youÕve gained in the last month 
about the student or students you are tutoring, consider the ways in which their 
particular interests and cultural orientation might be most intimately represented 
in our reading program. Take the narratives of the IRM, the use of song lyrics and 
language experience method as given steps in that direction, and propose two or 
more ways in which this end might be pursued. You might consider several areas 
of cultural expression, drawing from your observations in the domains of food, 
clothes, physical action, verbal play, life histories, social conflicts and family 
relations. 

 


