
Ling 103 
Practice with Chaucer 
 
 
With us there was a doctour of phisik;  phĭsīk 
 
In al this world ne was ther noon hym lik  līk  
 
To speke of phisik and of surgerye   surgĕrȳe 
 
For he was grounded in astronomye.   astronomȳe 
 
He kepte his pacient a ful greet deel   pācient   
 
In houres by his magyk natureel.   magȳk, nātūreel     
 
Gen.Prol. 511-516 
 
Polysyllabic words  (aside from disyllables ending in -e or -es) 
underline = syllable contains long vowel or diphthong;  
italics = heavy   
 
   
 Final Stress Second-last Stress Third-to-last 
 stress rule 1 stress rule 2a stress rule 2b stress rule 3 
doctour doc-tóur  dóc-tour 
phisik phi-sīk  phí-sīk 
surgerye  sur-ge-rȳ-e  
grounded  gróun-ded 
astronomye  a-stro-no-mȳ-e  
pacient    pā-ci-ent 
magyk ma-gȳk  má-gȳk 
natureel nā-tū-réel   
 



  
     x         x     x      x      x 
 x   x    x    x  x  x  x   x    x x 
With us there was a dóctour of phisík;  phĭsīk 
 
   x        x        x        x        x 
x  x    x   x     x  x    x   x    x   x 
In al this world ne was ther noon hym lik līk  
 
     x        x    x       x    x 
 x   x   x    x x  x   x   x  x x . 
To speke of phísik and of surgerýe   surgĕrȳe 
 
     x       x      x      x   x 
 x   x  x    x   x  x  x   x x x . 
For he was gróunded in astronomýe.   hē, astronomȳe 
 
    x         x  x      x         x 
 x  x     x   x xx   x  x    x    x 
He képte his pácient a ful greet deel  pācient   
 
 
    x      x      x     x   x    
x   x  x   x  x   x x   x x x 
In hóures by his mágyk naturéel.   magȳk, nātūreel   
  
 
 
/wɪð ʊs ˈðeːrə wæz ə ˈdɔktu:r ɔf fɪˈziːk 
ɪn æl ðɪs wɔrld neː wæz ðeːr noːn hɪm liːk 
toː ˈspɛːkə ɔf ˈfɪziːk ænd ɔf sʊrʤɛˈriːə 
fɔr heː wæz ˈɡruːndəd ɪn æstrɔnɔˈmíːə 
heː ˈkɛptə hɪz ˈpɑːsiɛnt ə fʊl ɡrɛːt deːl 
ɪn ˈuːrəz biː hɪz ˈmæʤiːk nɑːtuːˈreːl/  
 
 


