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Abstract

The two traditional schools of thought about sentence-accent placement -
the 'Nuclear Stress Rule approach' and the 'semantic highlighting
approach' - do not really offer competing accounts of the same phenom-
enon, but emphasize different aspects of the overall problem. A good
starting point for integrating these two approaches is provided by
recent work by Gussenhoven. His work makes crucial use of the notion
that the focus of a sentence may extend over several - constituents
and may be divided up into one or more accent bearing domains, within
which accent placement is structurally specified. By extending this
notion beyond Gussenhoven's original use of it, we arrive at a funda-
mental distinction between 'information chunking' (which depends
on 'given/new’, semantic weight, etc.) and focus (which is a syntactic
phenomenon). These represent two separate (though interrelated) func-
tions of accent, and have distinguishable effects on where accents
are located. Past descriptions emphasize one or the other of these
functions, and can be reconciled with each other if the distinction
between the two functions is recognized.

1

'Focus' and 'normal stress' are undoubtedly two of the most ill-defined
and most argued-about concepts in the literature on accent placement,
and 1 should emphasize right here that in using the terms I am not
declaring my allegiance to any particular school of thought. At the
same time, however, it seems to me that focus and normal stress
are also two of the most inevitable concepts in the literature on accent
placement: sentences mostly say something new or make some point -
that is the focus - and with certain accent locations the focus is speci-
fied only very broadly - that is normal stress. I feel that if we seriously
explored the intuitions that underlie these two notions, we would have
a chance of breaking out of the hardened theoretical positions on
either side of the placement debate.

Let us consider those positions briefly. In one corner we have the

traditional 'normal stress' view that every well-formed sentence has
a structurally defined location for a single primary stress. 'Contrastive
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