Regular noun paradigms of Old English (early West Saxon dialect).

“Strong” nouns.

masculine neuter feminine
sg. nom. stan ende scip  word giefu lar cwen
acc. stan  ende scip  word giefe lare cwen(e)
gen. stanes endes scipes wordes giefe lare cwene
dat.  stane ende scipe worde giefe lare cwene
pl. n.-a. stanas endas scipu  word giefa, -e lara, -e cwene, -a
gen. stana enda scipa worda giefa lara cwena
dat.  stanumendum scipum wordum giefum larum cwénum
“Weak” nouns. U-stem nouns.
masculine feminine neuter masc. fem.
sg. nom. hunta tunge gage sunu hand
acc.  huntan tungan gage sunu hand
gen. huntan tungan €agan suna handa
dat.  huntan tungan €agan suna handa
pl. n.-a. huntan tungan €agan suna handa
gen. huntena tungena €agena suna handa
dat.  huntum tungum €agum sunum handum

Irregular nouns.

Masculine.

1) Four nouns have internal e in the singular but a in the plural: deg, dagas ‘day’; hwel,
hwalas ‘whale’; pap, papas ‘path’; steef, stafas ‘staff’.

2) One noun has internal & in the singular but 4 in the plural: m&g, magas ‘kinsman’.

3) Nouns in -4 and -/h drop the 4 and lengthen the preceding vowel before all endings;
they are ealh, €al- ‘temple’ [poetic]; eolh, €ol- ‘elk’; fearh, fear- ‘piglet’; healh,
heal- ‘corner’; mearh, me&ar- ‘horse’ [poetic]; sealh, s€al- ‘willow’; seolh, s€ol-
‘seal’ [the animal]; wealh, weal- ‘foreigner’. Exception: horh, horw- ‘phlegm’.

4) Nouns in -4 preceded by a vowel drop the /# and lengthen the preceding vowel before
all endings; but they also often drop the vowel of the ending, so that all forms are
monosyllabic. Because gen. pl. -a would thereby disappear, it is usually replaced
by weak -na. These nouns are: eoh, o- ‘horse’ [poetic]; fl€ah, flea- ‘flea’; hoh,
ho- ‘heel’; 1€ah, lea- ‘meadow’; scoh, sco- ‘shoe’; sloh, slo- ‘mud’.

5) The noun here ‘army’ drops -e and inserts -g- before all endings (herges, herge, etc.).



6) The noun bearu ‘grove’ drops -u and inserts -w- before all endings (bearwes, etc.).

7) The noun péo ‘slave, servant’ has a stem peow- before all endings; but there is a strong
tendency for the long diphthong to spread into the forms with endings and for the
-w- to spread into the endingless forms, giving an invariable stem peow(-). So
also its compound lar€o, latteo ‘tutor, teacher’.

8) Some names of peoples have nom.-acc. pl. -¢, e.g. Engle ‘Angles’, Seaxe ‘Saxons’,
Dene ‘Danes’; so also ielde ‘human beings’, liode ‘people’, ielfe ‘elves’. A few
other nouns, such as wine ‘friend’, have nom.-acc. pl. -as or -e. Gen. pl. Denigea
and winigea occur in early poetry (notably Beowulf).

9) The noun fader ‘father’ can have endingless forms throughout the sg. The noun
bropor ‘brother’ is endingless throughout the sg., and the dat. sg. is bréper, with
i-umlaut; in addition, the nom.-acc. pl. is either endingless or ends in -u.

10) The nouns monap ‘month’ and healep ‘warrior’ can have endingless nom.-acc. pls.

10) The nouns mann ‘person’, fot ‘foot’, top ‘tooth’, fréond ‘friend’, and feéond ‘enemy’
have endingless dat. sg. and nom.-acc. forms with i-umlaut (menn, f&t, tep,
friend, fiend). The noun gdoddond ‘benefactor’ has a nom.-acc. pl. goddeénd.

11) Agent nouns in unstressed -end have gen. pl. in -ra (like strong adjectives).

Neuter.

1) Almost twenty nouns have e in the sg. and « in the pl.: bac ‘back’, bap ‘bath’, bleed
‘blade’, craet ‘cart’, deel ‘valley’, faec ‘period of time’, feet ‘container’, fneed, fhaes
‘fringe’, haef ‘sea’, sl ‘hall’, screef ‘cave’, step ‘shore’, sweep ‘track’, treef ‘tent’,
wad ‘ford’, wel ‘carnage’; further geat, gatu ‘gate’ (with diphthongization of )
and gaers / graes, grasu ‘grass’ (with metathesis).

2) The nouns feorh ‘life’ and holh ‘hollow’ drop / and lengthen the preceding vowel
before all endings.

3) Other nouns in -4 drop that consonant before all endings, and the vowels contract; they
are feoh ‘money’, flah ‘treachery’, fleah ‘albugo’, pleoh ‘danger’, p&oh ‘thigh’,
proh ‘rancor’, woh ‘perversity’.

4) The nouns bealu ‘harm’, cwudu ‘cud’, meolu ‘meal’, searu ‘device’, smeoru ‘grease’,
teoru ‘tar’ drop -u and add -w- before all endings.

5) The nouns cnéo, cneow- ‘knee’, hl€o, hleow- ‘protection’, and tréo, treow- ‘tree’ tend
to level the long diphthong and -w- throughout the paradigm to give invariant
stems in -8ow(-) (like the corresponding masc. class).

6) The nouns &g ‘egg’, cealf ‘calf’, and lamb ‘lamb’ insert -7- before the pl. endings;
sometimes so does ¢ild ‘child’.

7) The noun ealu ‘ale’ has gen., dat. sg. ealop; there is no pl.



Feminine.

1) Strong feminines can have weak gen. pls. in -ena.

2) Some strong fem. abstract nouns tend to simply their inflection radically, as follows.
a) There is a class of abstracts with heavy root syllables that nevertheless have
nom. sg. -u (e.g. br&du ‘breadth’); the -u tends to spread to all forms except the
gen. pl. and dat. pl.

b) Abstracts in -p occur both with and without nom. sg. -u (e.g. strengp /
strengpu); the -u tends to spread, as in (a) above.

c) Abstracts in -ing, -ung tend to spread -a to all forms except the nom. sg. and
dat. pl.

3) The nouns beadu ‘battle’, nearu ‘distress’, sceadu ‘shadow’, and sionu ‘sinew’ drop -u
and add -w- before all other endings; the nouns m&d ‘meadow’, 1&s ‘pasture’,
blodl&s ‘bloodletting’, and r&s ‘council’ likewise add -w- before all endings.

4) Fem. u-stems with light root syllables have nom.-acc. sg. -u (like masc. sunu); they are
duru ‘door’ and nosu ‘nose’. Like hand ‘hand’ are cweorn ‘handmill’ and flor
“floor’.

5) The nouns sweostor ‘sister’ and maegp ‘girl’ are endingless except in the gen. pl. and
dat. pL; so is niht ‘night’, except that the gen. sg. ends in -e (and the dat. sg. can).

6) The noun modor ‘mother’ has an endingless gen. sg.; the dat. sg. is m&der, the nom.-
acc. pl. modru; dohtor ‘daughter’ follows the same pattern, except that the nom.-
acc. pl. can be endingless.

7) Almost a dozen nouns have i-umlaut in the dat. sg. and nom.-acc. pl. (which are end-
ingless) and optionally in the gen. sg. (which is endingless if it has i-umlaut).
They are ac, &¢ ‘oak’; boc, be¢ ‘book’; broc, bré¢ ‘legging’; burg, byrg ‘walled
town’; dung, dyng ‘prison’; gat, g&t ‘goat’; gos, g€s ‘goose’; grit, gryt ‘coarse
meal’; lTs, 1ys ‘louse’; mis, mys ‘mouse’; turf, tyrf ‘turf’.

8) Like the preceding, but with loss of -4 and compensatory lengthening before endings,
are furh, fyrh, fir- ‘furrow’ and ‘fir-tree’ (homonyms) and sulh, sylh, stl- ‘plow’.

9) Like the preceding, but with loss of -h and contraction before endings, is priih, pryh,
dat. pl. prim ‘trough’. So also cii ‘cow’, except gen. sg. cii(e), gen. pl. cli(n)a.

10) The noun &a ‘river’ is indeclinable except for dat. pl. €am and optional gen., dat. sg.
1e.

11) The nouns hnitu ‘mit’, hnutu ‘nut’, and studu, studu ‘column’ have -u also in the acc.

sg. (1), as well as -e with i-umlaut in the dat. sg. and nom.-acc. pl.



