Class II strong verbs with i in the root.

Gothic

galikan

biugan
afskiuban
sliupan

Old Norse

luka
suga
supa
luta

dufa

stupa (1x)

(no pres.)

hrjota

smjuga

pjota

Old English

ltican
stigan
supan
latan

dufan

cridan
stridan

stican

bligan
sciifan
slipan

ltcan

hratan

smugan

aspreéotan

Old Frisian

luka

skiva
luka
sluta
hrata

spruta

péotan, piitan —

Old Saxon

bilikan
stuigan

(no pres.)

(no pres.)

hratan

utsprutan

Old High German

bilthhan
stuigan
stfan
(no pres.)

biogan
skioban
sliofan
arliohan

sliozan
ruzan

(no pres.)

(no pres.)

diozan

‘close’

‘suck’

‘drink, swallow’
‘bow’

‘dive’

‘dive’

‘press’

‘despoil’

‘suck’

‘stoop’

‘bend’

‘push’

‘slip, glide’
‘pluck, weed’

‘close’

‘snore’

‘creep’
< b
sprout

‘howl, roar’



Two unusual verbs with i in the root.

pres. inf. past 3sg. past 3pl. past ptc.
Gothic briikjan brihta [brihtedun] — ‘use’
Old English  briican bréac brucon brocen ‘use, enjoy’
Old Frisian  bruka — — — ‘use’
Old Saxon  briikkan — — — ‘enjoy, rejoice’
OHG brithhan verbriichte (12th c.) kepruhhit, gebriichet; ‘use, enjoy’
kiprohan (1x)

Most likely reconstruction: PGme. *brukana, *bruhte, *bruhtaz, with different regularizations in different daughters.
Nearly all derivatives exhibit *@i: Goth. britks, OF bryce, OHG brithhi “useful’, Goth. pl. unbritkjai, OE unbryce ‘unuseful’, < PGmc.
*britkiz, *unbrukiz; OHG priih “use, custom’; only OE broc “use, benefit’ and bryce ‘use, enjoyment, service’ reflect short *u.

Italic cognates (Lat. frui ‘enjoy’, ptc. friictus, friiges ‘produce’, etc.; Osc. fruktatiuf ‘usufruct’; Umbr. acc. frif ‘produce’) reflect post-
PIE *bhruHg"-.

pres. inf. past 3sg. past 3pl. past ptc.
Gothic bauan bauaida (1x) — — ‘dwell’
Old Norse bua bjo bjoggu blinn ‘dwell, prepare’
Old English  buan, bude btdon gebud, gebiin ‘dwell, cultivate’
buigean
Old Saxon  bian biide — — ‘dwell’

OHG bten bita biruun (!) — ‘dwell, inhabit’



Most likely reconstruction: PGmc. *biiana, *biide (weak, anomalous); also fairly likely: *btiana, *bebt (strong, class VII).

There are also apparently derived weak verbs:

ON byggva, byggja ‘settle, inhabit’ < *buwwijana; Northumbrian OE bya ‘inhabit, possess’; OF bitwa, past bitvde ‘cultivate’
apparently belongs here, and both the OS past and the OHG verb listed above might belong here too;

in weak class II, late West Saxon OE biigian, biigode and bogian, bogode ‘dwell, inhabit’.

Some of these might simply reflect remodelling of the inherited basic verb.

Derivatives are fairly numerous (see Seebold 1970:125-6) and mostly reflect *bu-. Short *u appears in OFE botl, bold ‘dwelling’,
OF bodel ‘movable property’, OS bodal ‘landed property’; long *0 appears in ON bo/ ‘court, lair’. The family of words that
means ‘swelling, boil’ probably isn’t related.

The PGmc. present *bilang reflects post-PIE *bhuh;-ye/o- with regular loss of intervocalic *j (Porhallsdottir 1993:152-6); the same
stem appears in Gk. pUecBat ‘grow’, Lat. fiert (3pl. fiunt) ‘become’, Olr. biid ‘customarily is’, but the lack of any such
formation in Indo-Iranian suggests that it arose independently more than once.

The root is PIE *bhuh,- ‘become’, a non-ablauting root with underlying */u/; the inherited aorist (indic. 3sg.) *bhtihyt survives in

Skt. bt ‘has been’, Gk. épU ‘was born, is (by nature)’, thematized in Lat. fuit ‘has been, was’, Olr. boi ‘was’.

It is striking that only these two anomalous verbs unproblematically reflect PIE roots that are expected to appear with internal *a in
PGmc. Of the strong verbs, ‘pluck’ reflects PIE *lewg- ‘break’; the verbs meaning ‘suck’ resemble similar verbs in other
subfamilies, but the only perfect match is between Lat. sitgere and OE siican, and the latter is isolated within Germanic;
*spreut-/*sprut- might belong with Lith. sprausti (spraud-) ‘cram in’; *smiig- (and *smeug-?; cf. ModHG schmiegen) might
belong with Lith. smaukti ‘strip off” and/or OCS smykati se ‘lumber off” (the first with a diphthong, the latter with *a).

This suggests that the entire strong subclass with *1 in the root is a Germanic innovation.



