I-umlaut in Old English verbs.

As it applies in West Saxon grammar, the i-umlaut rule can be stated as follows:

1) a basic back vowel is fronted, and o, o are also unrounded; the short vowel that varies
between a and o is fronted to e;

2) a basic short front vowel is raised (e to e, e to i);

3) éa, éo, and io become ie, while ea, eo, and io become ie,

4) but basic ie becomes i.

In other words:

u—y &—e
u—y e—1

0—¢ €a, €0,10 — 1¢
0—¢€ ea, €0, 10 — ie
a~o0—¢ 1e — 1

a—&

a—a

The following verb forms exhibit i-umlaut of the vowel of the root:
NO forms of class Il weak verbs;'
only the 2sg. and 3sg. present indicative of normal strong verbs;
all present forms of strong verbs with j-presents
(namely biddan, licgan, sittan, fricgan [poetic], picgan [ Anglian];
hebban, hliehhan, sceppan, scieppan, steeppan, swerian; wepan)
and of irregular class I weak verbs
(namely bycgan, leeccan, r@can, sécan, t@can, pencan, pyncan, wyrcéan,
and all weak verbs in -ec¢can and -ellan);

ALL forms of regular class I weak verbs.

! Unless the verb is derived from a noun or adjective that already exhibits umlaut; such a verb is

syngian ‘to sin’, derived from synnig ‘sinful’.



Umlauted forms are underlined in the following table.
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