Some verbs frequently encountered in Old English prose.
This list too is based to some extent on Jember and Kemmler 1981. The prefix ge- is ig-

nored when it is optional and does not change the meaning of the basic verb.

Strong class I
belifan, belifp, belaf, belifon, belifen ‘remain, be left over’
bidan, bit, bad, bidon, biden ‘stay, wait (for)’
abidan ‘await, experience’
gebidan ‘await, experience’
bitan, bit, bat, biton, biten ‘bite’
drifan, drifp, draf, drifon, drifen ‘drive’
adrifan ‘drive off’
bedrifan ‘pursue’
fordrifan ‘drive off’
oferdrifan ‘overcome’
gewitan, gewit, gewat, gewiton, gewiten ‘go, go out, depart’
glidan, glit, glad, glidon, gliden ‘glide, slide’
gripan, gripp, grap, gripon, gripen ‘grasp, seize’
ridan, rit, rad, ridon, riden ‘ride’
beridan ‘overtake, surround’
forridan ‘intercept’
risan, rist, ras, rison, risen ‘rise, arise’
arisan ‘rise, arise’
slitan, slit, slat, sliton, sliten ‘tear, slit’
toslitan ‘tear, slit’
stigan, stigb, stag, stigon, stigen ‘go, mount, ascend’
astigan ‘go, mount, ascend’
swican, swicp, swac, swicon, swicen ‘cease, fail’
beswican ‘deceive, betray’
wrTtan, writ, wrat, writon, writen ‘write’
awritan ‘write’
wripan, wiip, wrap, wripon, wripen ‘twist, wrap, tie up’
With the Verner’s Law alternation:
snipan, snip, snap, snidon, sniden ‘cut, cut down’
= A couple of rarer verbs also exhibit this alternation; however, note that risan and

wripan (above) do not exhibit it.



Strong class 11

béodan, biet, béad, budon, boden ‘offer, command, announce’
ab&odan ‘offer, command, announce’
beb&odan ‘command, entrust’
forb&odan ‘forbid’
misb&odan ‘treat badly, wrong’

briican, brycp, bréac, brucon, brocen ‘use, enjoy’

biigan, byghp, beag, bugon, bogen ‘bend, bow down’
forbtigan ‘refrain from, avoid’

cléofan, cliefp, cleaf, clufon, clofen ‘split”

créopan, criepp, créap, crupon, cropen ‘crawl, creep’

dréogan, driegp, dréag, drugon, drogen ‘experience, take part in, perform’
adréogan ‘act, endure, pass time’

fleéogan, fliegp, fleag, flugon, flogen ‘fly’

geotan, giet, geat, guton, goten ‘pour’

hréowan, hriewp, hréaw, —, — ‘regret, repent’ (impersonal, thus only 3sg.)
ofhréowan ‘pity’

l8ogan, liegh, 1€ag, lugon, logen ‘tell a lie’
aleéogan ‘deny, deceive’
forleogan ‘perjure oneself’

lican, lycp, [€ac, lucon, locen ‘close, lock’
beliican ‘close, lock’

scéotan, sciet, scéat, scuton, scoten ‘shoot’
onscéotan ‘unbar, open’
purhsc&otan ‘pierce’

sctfan, scyfp, sceaf, scufon, scofen ‘push, shove’

With the Verner’s Law alternation:

¢€osan, Ciest, ¢€as, curon, coren ‘choose, decide’

forleosan, forliest, forl€as, forluron, forloren ‘lose, abandon’

fréosan, fiiest, fréas, fruron, froren ‘freeze’

hréosan, hriest, hréas, hruron, hroren ‘fall’

s€opan, siep, s€ap, sudon, soden ‘boil’

Strong class 111
Subclass 1: verbs with preconsonantal nasals in the root-syllable coda.

beginnan, beginp, begann, begunnon, begunnen ‘begin, undertake’



onginnan ‘begin, undertake’
bindan, bint, band, bundon, bunden ‘tie, bind’
drincan, drincp, dranc, druncon, druncen ‘drink’
adrincan ‘be drowned’
findan, fint, fand (funde), fundon, funden ‘find’
onfindan ‘find out, discover’
limpan, limpp, lamp, lumpon, lumpen ‘happen, pertain to’
belimpan ‘belong to, concern’
singan, singp, sang, sungon, sungen ‘sing’
asingan ‘sing, compose’
stincan, stinch, stanc, stuncon, — ‘smell’
swimman, swimp, swamm, swummon, swummen ‘swim’
swincan, swincp, swanc, swuncon, swuncen ‘work hard, struggle’
swingan, swingp, swang, swungon, swungen ‘beat, flog’
beswingan ‘beat, flog’
winnan, winp, wann, wunnon, wunnen ‘struggle, fight’
gewinnan ‘conquer, gain’
oferwinnan ‘overcome’
Two of these verbs have undergone metathesis:
birnan, birnp, barn, burnon, burnen ‘burn [intr.], be on fire’
forbirnan ‘burn up, be consumed’
irnan, irnp, arn, urnon, urnen ‘run, flow’
= but note: gerinnan ‘run together, congeal’
Subclass 2: verbs with preconsonantal /, 7, or /4 in the root-syllable coda.
belgan, bilgp, bealg, bulgon, bolgen ‘get angry’
beorgan, biergh, bearg, burgon, borgen ‘save, protect, spare’
¢eorfan, cierfp, ¢cearf, curfon, corfen ‘cut, cut down, carve’
aceorfan ‘cut away, cut down’
toceorfan ‘cut to pieces’
deorfan, dierfp, dearf, durfon, — ‘exert oneself, work hard’
feohtan, fieht, feaht, fuhton, fohten ‘fight’
gieldan, gilt, geald, guldon, golden ‘pay’
agieldan ‘pay’
forgieldan ‘pay for’
helpan, hilpp, healp, hulpon, holpen ‘help’

steorfan, stierfp, stearf, sturfon, storfen ‘die’



swellan, swilp, sweall, *swullon, swollen ‘swell’
toswellan ‘swell’
sweltan, swilt, swealt, swulton, swolten ‘die’
weorpan, wierpp, wearp, wurpon, worpen ‘throw’
aweorpan ‘throw away/out’
beweorpan ‘throw’
toweorpan ‘throw down’
With the Verner’s Law alternation:
weorpan, wierp, wearp, wurdon, worden ‘become, happen, be done’
forweorpan ‘perish’
Subclass 3: verbs with other consonant clusters in the root-syllable coda.
bregdan, brigt, braegd, brugdon, brogden ‘move (something) quickly; change
appearance; braid’
Two of these verbs have undergone metathesis:
berstan, birst, barst, burston, borsten ‘break, burst’
atberstan ‘break out, escape from’
toberstan ‘burst apart, shatter’
perscan, pirscp, parsc, purscon, porscen ‘thresh’
Subclass 4: nasal-suffixed verbs.
frignan, frignp, fregn, frugnon, frugnen ‘ask’
befrignan ‘ask’

murnan, myrnp, mearn, murnon, — ‘be anxious about, mourn’

Strong classes I-III, contract verbs
These verbs tend to be attracted into class II, regardless of their original inflection.
fléon, fliehp, fleah, flugon, flogen ‘flee (from), escape’
afléon; forfleon ‘flee (from), escape’
teéon, tiehp, t€ah, tugon, togen ‘pull, draw, attract, educate’
atéon ‘pull out/up, deal with’
téon (ton), tichp, t€ah, tugon, tigen (togen) ‘accuse, blame’ (orig. class I)
p&on (pion), piehp, pah (p&ah), pungon (pigon, pugon), pungen (pigen, pogen)
‘thrive, prosper’ (orig. class III)
wréon (wrion), wrichp, wrah (wr&ah), wrigon (wrugon), wrigen (wrogen) ‘cover’

(orig. class I)



Strong class IV
beran, birp, bar, b&ron, boren ‘carry, bring, bear, produce’
forberan ‘abstain from, tolerate’
brecan, bricp, brac, br&con, brocen ‘break’
abrecan ‘break, conquer’
tobrecan ‘shatter, destroy’
cuman, cymp, ¢(w)om, c¢(w)omon, cumen (cymen) ‘come’
acuman ‘bear, endure’
becuman ‘approach, happen’
cwelan, cwilp, cwel, cw&lon, cwolen ‘perish, die’
acwelan ‘perish, die’
helan, hilp, hel, h&lon, holen ‘hide, conceal’
niman, nimp, nam, ndmon, numen ‘take’
beniman ‘deprive (of)’
forniman ‘take away, destroy’
scieran, scirp, scear, sc€aron, scoren ‘cut (off), separate, shear’
stelan, stilp, steel, st&lon, stolen ‘steal’
bestelan ‘move stealthily’

teran, tirp, ter, t®ron, toren ‘tear’

Strong class V

begietan, begitt, begeat, beg€aton, begieten ‘get, beget’
forgietan ‘forget’
ongietan ‘grasp, understand, perceive’
undergietan ‘understand’

etan, itt, &t, &ton, eten ‘eat, eat up’
fretan ‘consume, devour’

giefan, gifp, geaf, geafon, giefen ‘give’
agiefan ‘yield, give back’
forgiefan ‘grant, forgive’

metan, mitt, mat, m&ton, meten ‘measure’

sprecan, sprich, sprac, spr&con, sprecen ‘talk, speak’
besprecan ‘discuss’

tredan, tritt, treed, tr&don, treden ‘step on, tread’
atredan ‘oppress, extort’

wrecan, wricp, wrac, wr&con, wrecen ‘pursue, accomplish, banish, avenge’



With the Verner’s Law alternation:
cwepan, cwip(p), cwap, cwa&don, cweden ‘say, speak’
becwepan ‘exhort, bequeath’
Presents with *j-suffix:
biddan, bitt, baed, b&don, beden ‘ask for, pray’
abiddan ‘ask for, pray’
licgan, lig(e)p, leg, l®gon, legen ‘lie’
sittan, sitt, set, s&ton, seten ‘sit, stay, occupy’
asittan ‘settle; run aground’
besittan ‘surround, besiege’
picgan, pig(e)p, peah, p&gon, pegen ‘receive, accept, partake of’
= The last verb just listed is strong in verse, but mostly weak in prose (see below).
Contract verbs:
gefeon, gefiehp, gefeah, gef@gon, — ‘be glad, rejoice’
séon, siehp, seah, sawon, sewen ‘see, observe, experience’
bes€on ‘look, go see’

forséon ‘overlook, reject’

Strong class VI
faran, feerp, for, foron, faren ‘go, travel, act, fare, die’
afaran ‘depart’
forfaran ‘perish, destroy, obstruct’
forpfaran ‘depart, die’
offaran ‘intercept’
oferfaran ‘cross, pass through, meet with, overtake’
tofaran ‘be scattered, disperse’
sacan, s&cp, soc, socon, sacen ‘dispute’
forsacan ‘reject, renounce’
wascan, wasc(e)p, wosc, woscon, wascen ‘wash’
Presents with *j-suffix:
hebban, hef(e)p, hof, hofon, hafen ‘lift, raise, exalt’
ahebban; onhebban °‘lift, raise, exalt’
hliehhan, hliehp, hlog, hlogon, — ‘laugh’
sceppan, scep(p)eb, scod, scodon, sceaden ‘harm’
= The verb just listed is Anglian; the ptc. is attested only 1x, in verse.

scieppan, sciepp, scop, scopon, sceapen ‘create’



forscieppan ‘transform’
steeppan, stepp, stop, stopon, stapen ‘walk, go’
forestaeppan ‘precede’
swerian, swerep, swor, sworon, sworen ‘swear’
forswerian ‘swear falsely’
Presents with nasal affixes:
standan, stent, stod, stodon, standen ‘stand’
astandan ‘stand up’
atstandan ‘remain’
forstandan ‘defend, be of use, understand’
opstandan ‘stand still’
tostandan ‘not occur’
understandan ‘understand’
wipstandan ‘withstand’
weacnan, waeenep, woc, wocon, — ‘awake, arise’
= The compounds with a- and on- (same mng.) occur only in the past.
Contract verbs:
sléan, sliehp, slog, slogon, slegen ‘strike, kill’
forsléan ‘strike through, destroy’
gesléan ‘win, conquer’
ofsléan ‘kill, destroy’
ofasléan ‘strike off’
purhsléan ‘strike through’
pwean, pwiehp, pwog, pwogon, pwagen ‘wash’

apwean ‘wash’

Strong class VII
Subclass 1: past with -&-.
hatan, h&t, hét, heton, haten ‘call, command’
behatan ‘promise’
l&tan, 1&t, 1&t, Ieton, l&ten ‘let, allow, leave’
al&tan ‘let go, give up’
(an)forl@tan ‘relinquish, abandon’
slapan (sl&pan), sl&pp, slép, slépon, slapen ‘sleep’

onslapan ‘go to sleep’



Contract verbs:
fon, fehp, feng, fengon, fangen ‘seize, take’
befon ‘surround, include, contain’
onfon; underfon ‘receive, accept’
hon, hehp, héng, héngon, hangen ‘hand, suspend’
ahon ‘hang, suspend’
Subclass 2: past with -€o-.
beatan, biet, béot, béoton, béaten ‘beat’
blawan, bl&wp, bleow, bleéowon, blawen ‘blow, breathe’
blowan, blewp, bleow, bleowon, blowen ‘bloom, flourish’
cnawan, cn®&wp, cn€ow, cnéowon, cnawen ‘know, recognize, acknowledge’
oncnawan ‘perceive, understand’
feallan, fielp, feoll, feollon, feallen ‘fall, decay, die’
afeallan ‘fall (in battle), decay’
befeallan ‘fall, fall to (someone)’
opfeallan ‘decline, decay, fail’
flowan, flewp, fleow, fleowon, flowen ‘flow’
healdan, hielt, heold, héoldon, healden ‘hold, keep, guard, rule’
behealdan ‘possess, guard, observe’
forhealdan ‘forsake, withhold’
h&awan, hiewp, heow, h€owon, heawen ‘chop, hew’
hlgapan, hliepp, hleop, hl€éopon, hleapen ‘leap, run’
rowan, réwp, réow, réowon, rowen ‘row’
berowan ‘row around’
oprowan ‘escape by rowing’
sawan, s&wb, seow, s€owon, sawen ‘sow’
spowan, spewp, spéow, spéowon, — ‘succeed, thrive’
wealdan, wielt, wéold, wéoldon, wealden ‘rule, control’
weallan, wielp, weoll, weollon, weallen ‘seethe, boil up’
weaxan, wiext, wéox, wéoxon, weaxen ‘grow’
beweaxan ‘overgrow’
wepan, wepp, weop, weopon, wopen ‘cry, weep’

bewepan ‘weep for’



Strong present, weak past
bringan, bringp, brohte, broht ‘bring, lead’
forpbringan ‘bring forth, produce’
buan, byp, biide, biin ‘dwell, settle’

Weak class I
1. Underived verbs (including fully fossilized denominatives).
a) Verbs with no *-i- in the past.
bycgan, byg(e)p, bohte, boht ‘buy’
bebycgan ‘sell’
cweccan, cwecp, cweahte, cweaht ‘shake’
drec¢can, drecp, dreahte, dreaht ‘trouble, afflict’
leeccan, lech, l&hte, 1&ht ‘seize, catch’
r&can, r&cp, r&hte, r&ht ‘reach, offer’
ar&can ‘reach’
ger&can ‘attain, obtain, take’
s€can, séchp, sohte, soht ‘look for, seek, visit, attack’
sellan, sel(e)p, sealde, seald ‘give, sell, pay’
foregesellan ‘advance (money)’
stellan, stel(e)p, stealde, steald ‘put, place’
astellan ‘display, establish’
onstellan ‘institute, establish’
stre¢¢an, strech, streahte, streaht ‘stretch’
astreccan ‘extend, prostrate oneself’
t&can, tech, t&hte, teht ‘show, teach’
bet&can ‘entrust, point out’
pencan, pencp, pohte, poht ‘think, consider, intend’
apencan ‘invent, devise’
bepencan ‘consider’; (reflexive) ‘reflect’
pync¢an, pyncp, piihte, piiht ‘seem, appear’
mispyncan (impersonal) ‘be mistaken’
ofpyncan ‘displease, insult, grieve’
wyrcéan, wyrcp, worhte, worht ‘do, make, work’
forwyrc¢an ‘sin, obstruct’

fullwyrc¢an ‘complete, fulfill’
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b) Verbs with light roots ending in 7.
erian, erep, erede, ered ‘plow’
herian, herep, herede, hered ‘praise’
styrian, styrep, styrede, styred ‘move, stir up’

astyrian ‘agitate, rouse’

c) Verbs with light roots ending in ¢ or d, and verbs in -ett-.
andettan, andett, andette, andett ‘confess, acknowledge’
hreddan, hrett, hredde, hredd ‘rescue, save’

ahreddan ‘rescue, save’

d) Verbs with heavy roots.
etiewan, &tiew), etiewde, etiewed ‘show’
beriepan, beriepp, beriepte, berieped ‘rob, plunder’

geriepan ‘rob, plunder’
cennan, cenp, cende, cenned ‘beget, conceive, give birth to, create’
acennan ‘bear, produce’
¢legan, ¢iegh, ciegde, ¢ieged ‘call’
dw&scan, dw&schp, dw&scte, dw@sced ‘extinguish’
adw&scan ‘extinguish’
feestan, faest, faeste, faested ‘fast, abstain’
fylgan, fylgp, fylgde, fylged ‘follow, pursue’
efterfylgan ‘follow, pursue’
gleman, giemp, giemde, giemed ‘take care of, heed’
hieran, hierp, hierde, hiered ‘hear, listen to, obey’
hierwan, hierw(e)p, hierwde, hier(w)ed ‘abuse, deride, blaspheme’
n€al&can, neéal&cp, néal&cte, n€al@&ced ‘approach’
w&gan, we&ghp, wegde, waged ‘trouble, afflict’
aw&gan ‘deceive, destroy’
wrégan, wregh, wrégde, wréged ‘accuse’

2. Causatives and intensives of strong verbs and preterite-presents.

a) Verbs with no *-i- in the past.
cwellan, cwel(e)p, cwealde, cweald ‘kill” («— cwelan)

acwellan ‘kill’
weccan, wech, weahte, weaht ‘awaken, rouse, incite’ («— wacnan)
aweccan ‘awaken, rouse, incite’

b) Verb with a light root ending in r.

nerian, nerep, nerede, nered ‘save, rescue’ («— genesan ‘escape, survive’)
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c) Verbs with light roots ending in ¢
ettan, ett, ette, ett ‘graze’ («— etan)
settan, sett, sette, sett ‘set, put, place, ordain, settle’ (« sittan)
asettan ‘set, establish’
d) Other verbs with light roots.
lecgan, leg(e)p, legde, legd ‘lay, put, place’ («— licgan)
alecgan ‘lay down, suppress, conquer’
e) Verbs with heavy roots.
acwencan, acwencp, acwencte, acwenced ‘extinguish, quench’ («— acwincan
‘be extinguished”)
@rnan, rnp, ernde, @rned ‘ride, gallop’ («— irnan)
barnan, bernp, baernde, baerned ‘burn, cause to burn’ («— birnan)
forbarnan ‘burn up, consume by fire’
onb@rnan ‘kindle, light’
biegan, biegb, biegde, bieged ‘bend, subject, convert’ («— biigan)
dr&fan, drefp, drefde, drefed ‘drive, drive out’ («— drifan)
adr&fan ‘drive away, expel’
feran, ferp, ferde, fered ‘go, march, travel’ (« faran)
forpferan ‘depart, die’
oferfeéran ‘traverse, cross, pass’
fiellan, fielp, fielde, fielled ‘cause to fall, fell, defeat, demolish’ («— feallan)
afiellan (same range of meanings)
gecweéman, gecwemp, gecweémde, gecweémed ‘please, satisfy’ («— cuman)
hwierfan, hwierfp, hwierfde, hwierfed ‘turn, change, move’ («— hweorfan
‘turn, change, move’)
l®dan, 1&t, 1&dde, 1®ded ‘lead, bring, carry’ («— lipan ‘go, travel’)
al&dan ‘lead away, carry off’
inl&dan ‘bring in’
lefan, 1&fp, 1&fde, 1@fed ‘leave’ («— (be)lifan)
métan, mét, métte, m&ted ‘meet, find’ («— motan)
r&ran, r&rp, r&rde, r&red ‘raise, rear’ («— risan)
ar&ran ‘raise, rear’
swencan, swencp, swencte, swenced ‘afflict, torment’ («— swincan)
wendan, went, wende, wended ‘turn, go, change, convert, translate’ («— windan
‘wind, twist, turn’)

awendan ‘turn aside, overturn, change, pervert, translate’
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bewendan ‘turn around’
onwendan ‘overturn, change, transgress’
Fossilized causatives:
fortendan, fortent, fortende, fortended ‘burn away’
grétan, grét, grétte, gréted ‘greet’
l@ran, 1&rp, 1&rde, 1®red ‘teach, advise, preach’
sendan, sent, sende, sended ‘send’
asendan ‘send forth, send away’
geondsendan ‘spread throughout’
onsendan ‘send out, send forth’
3. Factitives derived from adjectives.
a) Verbs with light roots.
gremman ‘anger, provoke’ («— gram ‘angry’)
trymman ‘strengthen, confirm’ («— trum ‘strong, firm’)
b) Verbs with heavy roots.
bedieglan, bedieglep, bedieglede, bediegled ‘conceal’ («— d€agol ‘hidden’)
cypan, cyp, cypde, cyped ‘make known, proclaim, inform’ (« ciip ‘known”)
dreéfan, drefp, drefde, dréfed “disturb, trouble’ («— drof ‘muddy, turbid, troubled”)
faestan, faest, faeste, faested ‘fasten, make fast’ («— faest ‘fixed, fast, secure’)
befestan ‘establish, apply, entrust’
opfaestan ‘set to (a task), entrust’
fyllan, fylp, fylde, fylled “fill, fulfill’ (« full ‘full’)
afyllan “fill, fulfill’
fyrhtan, fyrht, fyrhte, fyrhted ‘frighten’ («— fyrht ‘afraid’)
afyrhtan ‘frighten’
gierwan, gierep (gierwh), gierede (gierwde), gier(w)ed ‘prepare’ («— gearu
‘ready’)
h&lan, h&lp, h&lde, h&led ‘heal, save’ («— hal ‘whole, healthy”)
hienan, hienp, hiende, hiened ‘prostrate, humiliate’ («— h&an ‘lowly, despised’)
Itesan, ltest, ltesde, liesed ‘loosen, release, liberate’ («— 1€as ‘free from, lax,
faithless’; orig. *‘loose’)
aliesan ‘release, redeem’
stillan, stilp, stilde, stilled ‘quiet, calm’ (« stille ‘still, at rest”)
westan, west, weste, wested ‘lay waste’ («— weste ‘barren, desolate’)

awestan ‘lay waste’
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4. Other denominatives.
a) Verbs with no *-i- in the past.
rec¢¢an, recp, reahte, reaht ‘explain, tell, narrate’ («— racu ‘exposition, account’)
areccan ‘declare, explain, translate’
tellan, tel(e)p, tealde, teald ‘count, tell, consider’ («— talu ‘calculation, statement’)
betellan ‘defend onself’
b) Verbs with light roots ending in 7.
byrian, byrep, byrede, byred ‘happen, pertain to, belong to’ («— byre ‘time,
opportunity’ [?])
derian, derep, derede, dered ‘hurt, harm’ («— daru ‘injury, damage’)
ferian, ferep, ferede, fered ‘carry, convey’ (« faru, feer ‘way, journey’)
werian, werep, werede, wered ‘guard, defend’ («— waru ‘protection, defense’)
c) Other verb with a light root.
fremman, fremep, fremede, fremed ‘make, do, accomplish’ («— fram ‘forth,
forward”)
fullfremman ‘complete, fulfill, perfect’
d) Verbs with heavy roots.
andwyrdan, andwyrt, andwyrde, andwyrded ‘answer’ («— andwyrde ‘answer’)
beclysan, beclyst, beclysde, beclysed ‘close, shut up, confine’ («— cliise ‘bar
(of a door), bolt’)
bétan, bét, bétte, béted ‘amend, atone for, compensate’ («— bot ‘compensation,
atonement”)
d&dbetan ‘atone for, repent’ («— d&dbot ‘atonement, repentance’)
byrgan, byrgp, byrgde, byrged ‘bury, raise a mound over’ (« burg ‘citadel,
walled town’, orig. *‘mound’, cf. Old Irish bri, brig- ‘hill”)
bebyrgan ‘bury, raise a mound over’
¢lepan, ¢ieph, ciepte, cieped ‘buy, sell, trade’ («— ¢€ap ‘purchase, bargain,
merchandise’)
¢ierran, ¢ierp, cierde, Cierred ‘turn, change, return, convert, translate’ («— cierr
‘turn, change, time’)
cwielman, cwielmp, cwielmde, cwielmed ‘torment, kill’ («— cwealm ‘violent
death, torture”)
d&lan, d&lp, d®lde, d®led ‘divide, distribute’ («— d&l “part’)
bed&lan ‘deprive of’
tod&lan ‘divide, distribute’

déman, démp, démde, demed ‘judge, decide’ («— dom ‘judgment’)
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fordéman ‘condemn’
dihtan, diht, dihte, dihted ‘arrange, compose’ («— diht ‘arrangement,
composition’)
ef(e)stan, ef(e)st, ef(e)ste, ef(e)sted ‘hurry, hasten’ («— ofost ‘haste”’)
€htan, €ht, €hte, €hted ‘attack, persecute, pursue’ («— oOht ‘persecution’)
endebyrdan, endebyrt, endebyrde, endebyrded ‘arrange’ («— endebyrd ‘order’)
fedan, fet, fedde, feded‘feed, nourish, bring up’ (« foda ‘food, nourishment’)
afedan ‘feed, nourish, bring up’
frefran, fréfrep, fréfrede, fréfred ‘comfort, console’ («— frofor ‘consolation”)
fylstan, fylst, fylste, fylsted ‘help, support’ (= full®&stan; see below)
geliefan, geliefp, geliefde, geliefed ‘believe (in)’ («— geleafa ‘belief, faith”)
geryman, gerymp, gerymde, gerymed ‘extend, enlarge’ («— riim ‘ample,
spacious’)
giernan. giernp, giernde, gierned ‘yearn for’ («— georn ‘eager’)
glengan, glengp, glengde, glenged ‘adorn, trim (a lamp)’ (« gleng ‘ornament’)
ierfan, ierfp. ierfde, ierfed ‘inherit’ (« ierfe ‘inheritance, property’)
l@stan, 1&®st, 1&ste, l@sted ‘follow, carry out, perform, fulfill’ (« last ‘footprint,
track’)
full®stan ‘help, support’
ltefan, ltefp, liefde, liefed ‘allow’ (« leaf ‘leave, permission’)
mengan, mengp, mengde, menged ‘mix, combine, disturb’ («— gemang ‘mixture,
assembly’)
nemnan, nemp, nem(n)de, nemned ‘name, call’ («— nama ‘name”)
r&san, r&st, r&sde, r&sed ‘rush’ («— r&s ‘rush’)
restan, rest, reste, rested ‘rest’ («— rest ‘rest’)
riman, rimp, rimde, rimed ‘count’ («— rim ‘number’)
scendan, scent, scende, scended ‘confound, blame, insult’ («— scand ‘ignominy,
disgrace’)
scrydan, scryt, scrydde, scryded ‘clothe, dress’ («— scriid ‘garment, clothing’)
unscrydan ‘undress’
sierwan, sierep (sierw)p), sierede (sierwde), sier(w)ed ‘devise, plot, entrap’
(«— searu ‘cunning, device, trick’)
besierwan ‘ensnare, deceive’
smierwan, smierep (smierw)p), smierede (smierwde), smier(w)ed ‘smear, annoint’
(«— smeoru ‘grease’)

st@&nan, st®&np, st&nde, st®&ned ‘stone, execute by stoning’ («— stan ‘stone’)
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stieran, stierp, stierde, stiered ‘steer, direct, rule, correct’ («— steor ‘guidance,
correction’)
strienan, strienp, striende, striened ‘acquire, gain’ («— stréon ‘acquisition,
property’)
t&lan, t&lp, telde, t&led ‘blame, reproach’ («— t&l ‘blame, reproach’)
timbran, timbrep, timbrede, timbred ‘build’ («— timber ‘timber, building’)
triewan (tr€owan), triewb, triewde, triewed ‘believe, trust, rely on’ («— tréow
‘faith, trust’)
tynan, tynp, tynde, tyned ‘enclose’ («— tiin ‘enclosure, farmstead, (stockaded)
town’)
betynan ‘enclose, limit, end’
piedan (peodan), piet, piedde, pieded ‘join, associate with, follow’ («— p&od
‘nation, retainers’)
underpiedan (underp&odan) ‘subdue, subjugate’
wenan, wénp, wénde, weéned ‘think, believe, expect, hope’ («— weén ‘hope,
expectation, probability’)
wiernan, wiernp, wiernde, wierned ‘withhold, refuse, reject, forbid’ («— wearn
‘reluctance, refusal’)
forwiernan ‘hinder, prevent’
5. Special cases.
adr&dan, adr&t, adr&dde, adr&ded ‘dread, fear’ (orig. strong verb)
ondr&dan ‘dread, fear’
myntan, mynt, mynte, mynted ‘intend’ («— myne ‘purpose’ [?]; but the form of the
suffix is puzzling)
r&dan, r&t, r&dde, r&ded ‘advise, consult, plan, rule, read’ (conflation of two
verbs: an orig. strong verb ‘advise’ and a denom. of gerad
‘reckoning, account’)
ar&dan ‘arrange, read’
forr&dan ‘plot against, betray’
oferr@&dan ‘read through, consider’
aspendan, aspent, aspende, aspended ‘spend, expend’ («— Lat. expendere ‘weigh
out, disburse’)

forspendan ‘squander, consume’
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Weak class 11
Since the inflection of this class is uniform, I give the principal parts only for the first
example and for those whose spelling is peculiar.
1. Underived verbs (including fully fossilized denominatives and deverbatives).
ascian. ascap, ascode, ascod ‘ask’
geascian ‘find out by inquiry’
brosnian ‘crumble, decay’
¢eorian ‘murmur, complain’
clipian ‘call, cry out’
earnian ‘earn’
folgian ‘follow’ (cf. fylgan above)
fulwian ‘baptize’ (orig. *‘consecrate completely’, cf. full ‘full’, weoh ‘idol’ «
*holy thing”)
leornian ‘learn’ (orig. fientive to l&ran ‘teach’)
16cian ‘look’
sceawian ‘look at, observe, examine’
besc€awian ‘survey, contemplate’
swigian ‘be silent’
forswigian ‘suppress, cover up’
teorian, at€orian ‘fail, cease, be exhausted’
polian ‘suffer, forfeit’
prowian ‘suffer’
wealwian ‘roll’
wunian ‘dwell, inhabit, be accustomed to’
awunian, purhwunian ‘continue, remain’
2. Denominatives in *-0-.
agnian ‘own, possess, take possession of” («— agen ‘(one’s) own, property’)
andswarian ‘answer’ («— andswaru ‘answer’)
arweorpian ‘honor’ («— arweorp ‘venerable’)
bisenian ‘given an example’ («— bisen ‘example, model’)
bisgian; abisgian ‘occupy, employ’ («— bisgu ‘occupation’)
blissian ‘be glad, gladden’ («— bliss ‘happiness’)
bodian ‘proclaim, announce, preach’ («— gebod ‘message’)
brocian ‘afflict’ («— broc ‘affliction’)
campian ‘fight’ («— camp ‘battle’)

ealdian ‘grow old’ («— eald ‘old’)
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eardian ‘dwell, inhabit’ («— eard ‘native country’)
oneardian ‘inhabit’
endian ‘end, die’ («— ende ‘end’)
forhtian; aforhtian ‘be afraid (of)’ («— forht ‘afraid”)
fultumian ‘help’ («— fultum ‘help’)
fyl¢ian ‘marshall troops’ («— fyl¢e ‘army’)
gadrian ‘gather, collect, assemble’ («— geador, @tgaedere ‘together’)
gearwian ‘prepare’ («— gearu ‘ready’; cf. gierwan)
gedafenian ‘beseem, befit’ («— gedafen ‘fitting”)
gefaegnian ‘be glad, rejoice’ («— faegen ‘glad’)
onfagnian ‘fawn on’
getimian ‘happen’ («— tima ‘time’)
gislian ‘give hostages’ («— gisel ‘hostage’)
godian ‘improve’ («— god ‘good’)
hergian, hergap, hergode, hergod ‘ravage, plunder’ («— here ‘army’)
forhergian ‘ravage, plunder’
oferhergian ‘overrun’
onhergian ‘harrass’
hiersumian ‘obey’ («— hiersum ‘obedient’)
lapian ‘invite, summon’ («— *lapu in n€odlapu ‘wish’, wordlapu ‘conversation’)
lician ‘please, be pleasing to’ («— geli¢ ‘like, equal, suitable’)
lufian ‘love’ (« lufu ‘love’)
miltsian ‘have pity on, show mercy to’ («— milts ‘mercy, pity’)
openian ‘open’ («— open ‘open’)
réafian ‘rob, plunder, ravage’ («— réaf ‘plunder’)
bergafian ‘rob, despoil, deprive of’
samnian ‘collect, gather’ («— @tsamne ‘together”)
scamian ‘be ashamed’ («— scamu ‘shame’)
sipian ‘travel’ («— sip ‘journey’)
stalian ‘steal’ (« stalu ‘theft’)
stician ‘stick, stab, pierce’ («— stic¢e ‘puncture, sting’)
ofstician ‘stab to death’
sweotolian ‘reveal, make / become manifest’ («— sweotol ‘clear’)
syngian (i.e. [synyian] ‘sin’ («— synnig ‘guilty, sinful’)
forsyngian ‘sin greatly’

tacnian ‘indicate, signify, represent’ («— tacen ‘sign’)
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pancian ‘thank’ («— panc ‘thought, favor, thanks”)
pegnian ‘serve’ («— pegn ‘servant, retainer’)
pingian ‘intercede, plead for’ (« ping ‘thing, cause, lawsuit, assembly”)
peowian ‘serve, enslave’ («— p&ow ‘servant, slave’)
wanian ‘lessen, diminish, dwindle, wane’ («— wan ‘lacking, deficient’)
weorpian ‘honor’ («— weorp ‘honored’)
wician ‘camp’ («— wi¢ ‘dwelling-place’, pl. ‘camp’)
wisian ‘direct, instruct, guide’ («— wis ‘wise’)
wissian ‘direct, instruct, guide’ («— gewiss ‘certain’; made on the model of the
preceding verb, which is older)
witegian, forewitegian ‘prophesy, predict’ («— witega ‘prophet’)
wuldrian ‘glorify’ («— wuldor ‘glory’)
wundian, forwundian ‘wound’ («— wund ‘wound’)
wundrian ‘wonder, be amazed at’ («— wundor ‘wonder’)
yfelian ‘get worse, injure’ («— yfel ‘bad, evil’)
Contract verb:
smé&agan, smeap, smeade, smead ‘think, consider’ («— sm&ah ‘sagacious’)
asméagan ‘consider, examine, investigate’
3. Denominatives and deverbatives in *-ino-.
drohtnian ‘conduct oneself, lead a life, live’ («— droht ‘way of life’)
feestnian ‘fasten, secure, confirm’ («— feest ‘fixed, firm’)
tweonian ‘doubt, hesitate’ («— tw€ogan ‘doubt, hesitate’, twe€o ‘doubt, ambiguity’)
wilnian ‘desire, wish’ («— willan ‘want”)
4. Denominatives in *-iso-.
cl®&nsian ‘cleanse, clean’ («— cl&ne ‘clean’)
hréowsian, behréowsian ‘repent’ («— hréow ‘repentance’)
ricsian ‘rule, reign’ («— rice ‘kingdom’)
= Note that blissian, miltsian could be listed here too, if they were originally derived
from blipe ‘happy’, milde ‘gentle’ (and the nouns bliss, milts then derived
from the verbs), as is possible.
5. Special cases.
fandian; afandian ‘try, test’ («— findan ‘find’; rare deverbative formation)
offrian ‘offer, sacrifice’ («— Lat. offerre)
plegian ‘move quickly, exercise, play’ (orig. strong verb (plegan, occ. attested)?
or denom. «— plega ‘exercise, game’?)

tilian ‘strive after, provide, work, till, plow’ (« til ‘apt, useful, profitable’?)
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Weak class 111
habban, hafp, hefde, hefd ‘have’
hycgan (hogian), hyg(e)p (hogap), hog(o)de, hogod ‘think, consider’
libban, liofap, lifde, lifd ‘live’
alibban ‘live’
secgan, seghb, segde, segd ‘say, speak, tell, mean’
foresecgan ‘mention previously, foretell’
Note also one verb that has been shifted into class I but retains irregular stem formation:
feccan, fett, fette, fett ‘fetch, bring’

Preterite-presents:

I order these by strong ablaut class. Infinitives are given as citation forms whether or not
they actually occur; those that do not are starred. Both the 3sg. and the 3pl. of the
present are given. Few past participles are attested.

D witan, wat, witon, wisse, (wiste), witen ‘know, understand, be aware of, perceive’

bewitan ‘be in charge of, administer, care for’
forewitan ‘know in advance’

(1) *dugan, deag, dugon, dohte ‘be of use, be worth’

(IIT)  cunnan, cann, cunnon, ciipe ‘recognize, be acquainted with, know how to’
unnan, ann, unnon, iipe, (ge)unnen ‘grant’

*durran, dearr, durron, dorste ‘dare’
purfan, pearf, purfon, porfte ‘need (to)’
= Note also pres. ptc. pearfende ‘needy’.
(IV)  *benugan, beneah, benugon, benohte ‘be enough, suffice’
*genugan ‘be enough, suffice’
gemunan, geman, gemunon, gemunde, gemunen ‘remember, think about’
onmunan ‘think worthy (of)’, (reflexive) ‘care for’
*sculan, sceal, sculon, scolde ‘shall, ought to, must’

(VI) *motan, mot, moton, moste ‘must’

(VII) agan, ah, agon, ahte ‘have, possess, obtain’

There is also a non-ablauting verb that does not fit into class VII:

*magan, mag, magon, meahte ‘can, be able, may’
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Anomalous verbs:
b&on (bion), pres. indic. eam, eart, is, sind(on), subj. sie, perfective bip, b€op
(biob); past waes, w&ron ‘be’
don, dep, dyde, (ge)don ‘do, make, perform, put, bestow, cause’
fordon ‘destroy’
gan, g&p, €ode, (ge)gan ‘go’
agan ‘go by, pass, occur’
began ‘traverse, occupy, surround, practice, perform, cultivate, honor’
gegan ‘get, conquer’
ofergan ‘traverse, overrun, overtake’

willan, wile, wolde ‘want (to)’



