Examples of Verner’s Law (not exhaustive!).

Voiceless fricatives, including the outputs of Grimm’s Law, became voiced if they were
not word initial and not adjacent to a voiceless sound and the last preceding
syllable nucleus was unaccented.

Under those conditions *s > *z; the other outputs merged with the preexisting voiced
obstruents, so that *f> *b, *p > *d, *h > *g, all with both fricative and stop

allophones, while *hW > *gW > *g ~ *w,

1) Verner’s Law as a sound change.

The following morphologically isolated and fossilized examples show that Verner’s Law
was a regular sound change.

PIE *upér(i) ‘over, above’ (cf. Skt. upari, Gk. Utép /hupér/) > *ufér, *uféri > PGmec.
*uber, *ubiri > OHG obar, ubiri; OE ofer but ON yfir;

PIE *hpwap- ‘evil’ (cf. Hitt. huwappas) suffixed in *hpupélos > *ufélos > PGmc. *ubilaz
‘evil, bad’ > Goth. ubils, OE yfel, OHG ubil;

PIE *selp- ‘to anoint’, attested mostly in derived nouns (cf. Skt. sarpis ‘ghee’, Toch. B
salype oil, fat’): *s6lpos ‘ointment’, collective *solpéhy > *solfa > PGmc.
*salbd > OE sealf, OHG salba, derived verb *salbona ‘to anoint’ > Goth. salbon,
OE sealfian, OHG salbon,

PIE *septm ‘seven’ (cf. Skt. saptd, Lat. septem) > *seftiin — *seftant (by lexical analogy
with ‘ten”) > *seftint (by dissimilation) > PGmc. *sebun > Goth., OHG sibun, ON
sjau, OE seofon;

PIE *kehpp- ‘grab’ (cf. zero-grade *khop- in Lat. capere ‘to take’, Gk. k&mtew /kapte:n/
‘to gulp down’, o-grade *kohpp- in Gk. ko1 /ké:pq:/ ‘handle, oar’) — stative
*khpp-¢hi- ‘hold’ >— *haf-o-yé/6- > PGmc. *habai- ~ *habja- ‘hold, have’ >—
Goth. haban, ON hafa, OE habban, OHG habén,

PIE *leyp- ‘stick to” — stative *lip-¢h;- (cf. OCS prilipéti ‘to adhere’, Toch. B lipetdr
‘is left over’) >— *lif-0-yé/6- ‘survive’ > PGmc. *libai- ~ *libja- ‘live’ >—

Goth. liban, ON lifa, OFE libban, OHG lebén;

PIE *phyter “father’ (cf. Skt. pita, Gk. TaThp /pate:r/, Lat. pater) > *fapér > PGmc.

*fader > Goth. fadar, ON fadir, OE feeder, OHG fater;



PIE *mehytér ‘mother’ (cf. Skt. mata, Lat. mater; Gk. TP /me:te:r/ has the recessive
accent of the vocative) > *mapér > PGme. *modér > ON médir, OE médor, OHG
muoter;

PIE *kWetwor ‘four (neut.)’ (cf. Skt. carvari, Lat. quattuor) >— *fepwor (initial labial
probably by lexical analogy with ‘five’) > PGmc. *fedwor > Goth. fidwor, OE
feower;

PIE *kmtém ‘hundred’ (cf. Skt. Satdm, Lat. centum, Lith. iritas) > *hunpén > PGmc.
*hunda > OS hund; pl. Goth. hunda, OHG hunt, cpd. OE hundred ‘100°, ON
hundrad ‘120°;

PIE *hpénhyt- ‘duck’ (cf. Lat. anat-, Lith. antis) > *anup- > PGmc. *anud- > ON ond;
i-stem *anudiz > OE ened, OHG anut;

PIE *tewtéh, ‘tribe, people’ (cf. Oscan touto, OIr. tiath, Lith. tautd) > *peupa > PGme.
*peudd > Goth. piuda, ON pjoo, OE peod, OHG diota;

PIE *wrhjtom ‘said’ (neut.; cf. Lat. verbum ‘word’ with different suffix) > *wurpén >
PGmc. *wurda ‘word’ > Goth. waurd, ON ord, OE word, OHG wort;

PIE *gnh;tés ‘born’ (cf. Skt. jatds, Lat. natus, Homeric Gk. kaoiyvnTos /kasigng:tos/
‘brother’, lit. ‘co-gnatus’) > PGme. *kundaz in Goth. airpakunds of earthly
origin’, OE godcund ‘divine’;

so also other fossilized verbal adjectives constructed within the prehistory of Gmc., e.g.
*aldaz ‘fully grown’ (*alang ‘to rear (a child)’), *kaldaz ‘cold’ (*kalana ‘to be
cold, to freeze’), *daudaz ‘dead’ (*dawjang ‘to die’, cf. *daupuz ‘death’);

PIE *stéh,ti- ~ *sthytéy- ‘act of standing, place to stand’, — *sth,tis (cf. Skt. seitis) >
PGmc. *stadiz ‘place’ > Goth. staps, ON stadr, OE stede, OHG stat;

PIE *dhéhti- ~ *dhh;téy- ‘act of putting’ (cf. Gk. Béois /thésis/; Av. zraz-dati- ‘belief’
(lit. “putting faith’), Skt. vdsu-dhiti- ‘bestowal of goods’) >— *dhétis > PGmc.
*dediz ‘deed’ > ON dad, OE ded, OHG tat; Goth. missadeps, -dedi- ‘misdeed,
sin’;

PIE *hjsenti ‘they are’ (enclitic; cf. Skt. santi, Gk. eiol /e:si/) > *senpi > PGmc. *sindi >
Goth., OE sind, OHG sint;

PIE *bhéront- ‘carrying’ (cf. Gk. pépovT- /phéront-/) > *béranp- > PGme. *berand- >
Goth. bairands, ON berandi, OE berende, OHG beranti, so also other present

participles;



(post-)PIE *gnét- ~ *gnt-" “to press, to squeeze’ (cf. OCS gnetetui ‘(s)he oppresses’) >
*knép- ~ *kund- — PGmc. *knudana ‘to knead’ > Old Swedish knodha; — OE
cnedan, OHG knetan (ablaut regularized);

post-PIE *tritios ‘third’ (cf. Av. Oritiio, Lat. tertius, Welsh trydydd; Skt. tgftij/as reflects a
slightly more archaic formation) >— PGmec. *pridjo (weak inflection) > Goth.
pridja, ON prioi, OE pridda, OHG dritto;

post-PIE *hpentios ‘in front” (cf. Homeric Gk. avTios /antios/ ‘opposite’; Skt. dntyas
‘last” exhibits an older accentuation) > PGme. *andijaz ‘end’ > Goth. andeis, ON
endir, OE ende, OHG enti;

PIE *swekrthy ‘mother-in-law’ (cf. Skt. svasriis) > *swehri > PGmc. *swegra? or >—
*swegrd?; in either case, > PWGmc. *swegru > OE sweger, OHG swigar;

PIE *hyyuHnkoés ‘young’ (cf. Skt. yuvasds; Lat. iuvencus ‘steer’, i.e. “young bull’) >
*yunhos > PGmc. *jungaz > Goth. juggs, ON ungr, OFE iung, geong, OHG jung;,

post-PIE pres. *wiké/6- ‘to fight’ (cf. Olr. 3sg. fichid) > *wihé/6- > PGmc. *wigana ‘to
fight’ in Goth. du wigana ‘to battle’; > ON vega, OE gewegan (Beowulf 2400),
influenced by lexical analogy with *wegana ‘to move’;

post-PIE stative *tak-¢éh1- or *tHk-éh;- ‘be silent’ (cf. Lat. tacére) >— *pah-o-yé/6- >
PGmc. *pagai- ~ *pagja- ‘hold, have’ >— ON pegja, OHG dagén; Goth. pahan
has introduced unshifted /4 from some unattested related form,;

PIE *s6kWhyoy- ~ *skWhoi-" ‘companion’ (cf. Skt. sak’a, acc. sak’'ayam, dat. sdk"ye with
levelled accent and ablaut) — *sokWyds (with regular loss of laryngeal before *y;
cf. Lat. socius) > *sohWyos > *sagWjaz > PGmc. *sagjaz ‘retainer, warrior’ (with
late delabialization of *g before *j) > ON seggr, OE secg;

PIE *sekW- ‘say’ (cf. cpd. *en-sekW- ~ *en-skW- in Homeric Gk. iptv. évveTre /énnepe/
‘tell!’, pl. éomreTe /éspete/, Lat. inquit ‘(s)he says’) in post-PIE *sokW-o-yé/6-

(? cf. Lith. sakyti ‘to say’ with innovative pres. sdko ‘says’) > *sohW-o-y¢/6- >
*sagWai- ~ *sagja- — PGmec. *sagai- ~ *sagja- >— ON segja, OE secgan, OHG
sagen,

PIE *snusos ‘daughter-in-law’ (cf. Gk. vuds /nuds/) — *snuséhy (cf. Skt. snusa) >
PGmc. *snuzd > ON snar, snor, OE snoru, OHG snura,

PIE *hpk-hpows-iéti “(s)he is sharp-eared” (cf. Gk. &kouev /akéue:n/ ‘to hear’) > PGmc.
*hauzipi ‘(s)he hears’ > OE hierp, OHG horit; ON heyrir with ending replaced;



Goth. hauseip has apparently introduced s from auso ‘ear’ (see below);

PIE *méms ~ *méms- (cf. Skt. mas, Toch. B pl. misa) — *m&msom (cf. Skt. mamsdm)
> PGmc. *mimza > Goth. mimz;

PIE *hirégWos ~ *hjrégWes- ‘darkness’ (cf. Skt. rajas ‘empty space’, Gk. EépePos
/érebos/ ‘hell’; for the meaning cf. the related formation *h;rgWont- in Toch. B
erkemt ‘black (obl. sg. masc.)’) > PGmc. *rekWVaz ~ *rikWViz- >— Goth. rigis, gen.
riqizis, ON rokkr;

PIE *dus- ‘bad’ (cf. Skt. dus-, Gk. duo- /dus-/) > PGmc. *tuz- in Goth. tuzwerjan ‘to
doubt’, OE torbegiete ‘hard to get’.

It seems clear that the sound change occurred affer the loss of word-final nonhigh vowels
(and preceding postconsonantal semivowels), because otherwise ‘us’ could not
have escaped its application. Consider the development of ‘us’ (Joshua Katz,
Topics in Indo-European Personal Pronouns, Harvard dissertation 1998):

PIE *nsmé ‘us’ (stressed form; cf. Aiolic Gk. &upe /amme/; Skt. asman has added a
typical acc. pl. ending) — *nswé (by lexical analogy with *uswé ‘you (pl. acc.)’)
> *unswé > *uns; Verner’s Law must have operated subsequently, and since this
form was not an input, it > PGme. *uns > Goth., OHG uns, ON oss, OE iis.

On the other hand, it appears that some particles were destressed before the sound change
occurred, thereby becoming inputs; cf.:

PIE *¢éti ‘in addition” (cf. Gk. €11 /éti/ “still, yet’, Lat. et ‘and’) > *¢pi > *ep(i) > PGmec.
*1di ~ *ed > Goth. ip ‘but’ (with word-final fricative devoicing); Goth. id-, OE
ed-, OHG iti-, all ‘re-, counter-’.

That probably accounts for the voiced labial in two prepositions/preverbs:

PIE *apo ‘off, away’ (cf. Skt. dpa; Gk. &md /apd/, &mo /apo/ ‘from’, Lat. ab ‘from’) >
*af > PGmc. *ab > Goth. af, ab-, OE of, OHG ab,

PIE *supo ‘under, near’ (cf. Toch. B spe ‘near’, Lat. sub “under, near’, Gk. Ut /hupd/,
Utro /hiipo/ ‘under’) — *upo (under the influence of ‘over’, see above; cf. Skt.
upa) > *uf > PGme. *ub > Goth. uf, ub-.

The sound change produced at least one pair of homonyms:

PIE *ntér ‘inside’ (cf. Lat. inter ‘between’), *ndhér ‘under’ (cf. Skt. addr; Lat. infra
with added case ending) > *unpér, *undér > PGmc. *under ‘under; among’ > OE

under, OHG untar (but Goth. undar, ON undir only ‘under’).



2) Verner’s Law as a rule of Proto-Germanic grammar.

After the Verner’s Law sound change had run its course and become a rule of the pho-
nology, contrastive accent was lost; all full words were now accented on the
initial syllable.

That destroyed the triggering environment for the phonological rule, which therefore
became a morphophonological rule with multiple morphological triggers.

Not surprisingly, the rule developed differently in different morphological environments,

as follows.

2.1) Inflectional endings.

In the inflectional endings of polysyllabic nominal stems, the word-final alternation *-s ~
*-z had been levelled in favor of *-z by the PGmc. period, evidently because it
depended on the lost lexical accent.

Therefore we find nom. sg. *-az, *-iz, *-uz; gen. sg. *-0z, *-iz, *-auz, *-iz; nom. pl. *-0z,
*-1z, *-iwiz, *-iz; acc. pl. *-anz, *-0z, *-inz, *-unz; dat. pl. *-maz, inst. pl. *-miz.

There are only two apparent exceptions. One is a-stem gen. sg. *-as; but that can have
spread from monosyllabic *pas ‘of that’ to the strong adjectives, then to a-stem
nouns after the levelling of *-z. The other is masc. a-stem OE -as, OS -os, which
conflicts with ON -ar and (probably) Goth. -os < expected *-0z (see above). No
one has a convincing explanation for this latter case.

In monosyllabic nominal stems too *-z was widely generalized, but some forms (like
*pas) escaped. The details are too complex to pursue here.

In the inflectional endings of the present stems of verbs both Verner’s Law alternants
survived, evidently because whole classes of present stems had the accent on the
root syllable while others had it on the stem vowel.

Therefore we find pres. indic. 2sg. *-izi and *-isi, 3sg. *-idi and *-ipi, 3pl. *-andi and
*-anbi, subj. 2sg. *-aiz and *-ais, and so on. The PGmec. distribution of the
alternants cannot be recovered in detail, because each daughter language has

spread some alternants at the expense of others.



2.2) Strong and preterite-present verb inflection.

So far as we can tell, every strong and preterite-present verb with a root ending in a
voiceless fricative participated in the alternation created by the Verner’s Law
sound change: in some forms the voiceless fricative was replaced by a voiced
obstruent. For grammatical purposes this rule is “Verner’s Law”.

The voiceless fricative always appeared in the past indic. 1, 3 sg.; the voiced obstruent
always appeared in the default past stem and past participle. Most present stems
exhibited the voiceless fricative, but a few had the voiced obstruent instead.

The original alternations, and their usual reflexes in the daughters, are the following:

PGmc. & Gothic ON OE OF oS OHG
f~b f f v/t b/f f~b
pb~d 0 pb~d th~d d~d d~t
S~z S~T S~T S~r S~r S~r
h~g O0~g O/h~g O/ch~g h~g h~g

hW~g ~w 0~g~0 Oh~g~w O0O/ch~g~0 h~g~w h~g~w

Gothic has levelled the alternation in most verbs, usually (though not always) in favor of
the underlying voiceless fricative.

In ON and northern West Germanic the labial alternation was largely eliminated by
merger of the alternants; in ON that also happened to the dental alternation. In
both cases the alternation is still identifiable in a few verbs because of particular
conditioned sound changes (see further below).

I list the alternations here with the verbs reconstructable for PGme. that exhibited them.
A verb is “reconstructable for PGme.” if it has (1) a reflex (or derivatives) in
Gothic and in at least one other Gme. language, or (2) a reflex in any Gmc. lan-
guage and a secure cognate in some other subfamily of Indo-European. Some
verbs that entered the languages after the PGmc. period exhibit the alternations,
but others do not.

*f ~ *p.

For some of these verbs the alternation does not survive and must be inferred:

*rifana, *raif, *ribun, *ribanaz ‘tear’ > ON rifa, OF riva, both with the alternation
merged, so that it must be inferred for this PGme. verb;

*heufana, *hauf, *hubun, *hubanaz ‘lament’: Goth. past hufun, levelled; OE past



héof (7), OS hioban, hof, merged; OHG hiufit, pres. only; alt. inferred;

*reufana, *rauf, *rubun, *rubanaz ‘tear’ > ON rjufa, OE ptc. rofen ‘broken’, merged;
alt. inferred;

*hlefana, *hlaf, *hl€bun, *hlebanaz ‘steal’ > Goth. Alifan, levelled; alt. inferred;

*swefana, *swaf, *swebun, *swebanaz ‘sleep’ > ON sofa, OE swefan, merged; alt.
inferred.

However, note the following:

*habjana, *hof, *hobun, *habanaz ‘lift’ > Goth. hafjan, levelled; ON hefja, OF heva,
merged; OF hebban, hof, hofon, hafen, OS hebbian, hof, hobun, haban, with
distinctively voiced geminate in the pres.; OHG heffen, huob, huobun, gihaban,
with f'levelled into the present, then b levelled through the past (!);

*sabjana, *sof, *sobun, *sabanaz ‘perceive’ > OS afsof, afsobun (pres. not securely
attested); OHG inseffen, insuob, insuobun with development like the preceding;

(preterite-present:)

*purbana, *parf, *purbun, *purfte ‘need’ > Goth. *paurban, parf, paurbun, paurfta;, ON
purfa, parf, purfu, purfti, OE purfan, pearf, purfon, porfte, OF thorf, thurvon,
thorfte, OS *thurban, tharf, thurbun, thorfta, merged; OHG durfan, darf, durfun,
dorfta, levelled.

*p ~ *d.

*lipana, *1aip, *lidun, *lidanaz ‘go, go away’ > Goth. galeipan, levelled; ON /ioa,
merged; OF [lipan, lap, lidon, liden, OF litha, pres. only; OS lidan, ptc. farlidan;
OHG lidan, leid, litun, gilitan;

*mipana, *maip, *midun, *midanaz ‘hide (from), elude, avoid’ > OE mipan, levelled;
OF mitha, pres. only; OS midan, méd, midun, OHG midan, meid, mitun, gimitan;

*sipana, *saip, *sidun, *sidanaz ‘work magic’ > ON sida, merged; alt. inferred;

*snipana, *snaip, *snidun, *snidanaz ‘cut’ > Goth. sneipan, levelled; ON snida, merged,
OE snipan, snap, snidon, sniden; OF snitha, levelled; OS snidan, snidun, OHG
snidan, sneid, snitun, gisnitan;

(two NWGmc. additions to this class do not usually exhibit the alternation; their OE
reflexes are scripan ‘stride’ and wripan “‘twist’;)

*seupana, *saup, *sudun, *sudanaz ‘boil’ > ON sjoda, merged; OE séopan, séap, sudon,

soden; OF siatha, ptc. seden;, OHG siodan, sod, gisotan;



(an OE addition to this class, bréopan ‘decay’, does not exhibit the alternation;)

*finpana, *fanp, *fundun, *fundanaz ‘find’ > Goth. finpan, levelled; ON finna, fann,
fundu, fundinn; OE findan, OF finda, OS findan, levelled (!); OHG findan, fand,
funtun, gifuntan, the northern WGmc. verb may have been levelled because in
that area the sound change outcomes of *finp-, *fanp were “fip-", “fop”;

*hinpana, *hanp, *hundun, *hundanaz > Goth. frahinpan ‘take prisoner’, levelled; alt.
inferred;

*werpana, *warp, *wurdun, *wurdanaz ‘become’ > Goth wairpan, levelled; ON verda,
merged; OF weorpan, wearp, wurdon, worden; OF wertha, warth, wurdon,
worden; OS werdan, ward, wurdun, giwordan; OHG werdan, ward, wurtun,
giwortan,

*hrepana, *hrap, *hrédun, *hredanaz ‘sift’ > OHG redan, rad; alt. inferred,

*kWepana, *kWap, *kWedun, *kWedanaz ‘say’ > Goth. gipan, levelled; ON kveda,
merged; OF cwepan, cweep, cwedon, cweden,; OF quetha, levelled; OS quedan,
quad, quadun, giquedan; OHG quedan, quad, quatun, giquetan;

an irregular verb of this class *knudana ‘to knead’, might have levelled *d through
already in the PGme. period (cf. OSwed. knodha,; OE cnedan, cncéedon, cneden;
OS ptc. giknedan, OHG knetan, knat, giknetan); there is not enough evidence to
determine whether the past indic. sg. was etymologically expected *knap or (as
OHG suggests) already levelled *knad;

*hlapana, *hlop, *hlodun, *hladanaz ‘load’ > Goth. ptc. afhlapans, levelled; ON hlada,
merged; OF ptc. hleden; OE, OS hladan with *d levelled through, but OHG ladan
with *p levelled through;

*frapjana (*fradjana?), *{rop, *frodun, *fradanaz ‘understand’ > Goth. frapjan, levelled;
alt. inferred;

*skapjana, *skop, *skodun, *skadanaz ‘hurt’ > Goth. skapjan, levelled; OE sceppan,
scod, scodon, ptc. (1x) sceaden;

*standana, *stop, *stodun, *stadanaz > Goth. standan, stop, stopun; ON standa, sto0,
stoou, stadinn; OE standan, stod, stodon, standen, with *-d- levelled in the past
and *-nd- levelled into the ptc.; so also OF stonda, OS standan;, OHG stantan,
stuont, stuontun, stantan with *-nd- levelled through;

*skaipana, *skeskaip, *skeskaidun, *skaidanaz ‘separate’ > Goth. skaidan with *d
P



levelled through (!); so also OE scadan,; but OS skedan, OHG skeidan with *p
levelled through;

*falpana, *fefalp, *fefaldun, *faldanaz ‘fold’ > Goth. faifalp ‘he rolled up (the scroll)’;
ON falda, OE fealdan with *d levelled through, but OHG faldan with *p levelled
through.

*§ ~ *Z.

*risana, *rais, *rizun, *rizanaz ‘rise’ > Goth. reisan, ON risa, OE risan, OF risa, all
levelled; OS risan, rés;, OHG risan, reis, rirun, giriran “fall’ (1);

*dreusana, *draus, *druzun, *druzanaz ‘fall’ > Goth. driusan, levelled; OE dreosan,
dréas, druron, droren; OS driosan;

*freusana, *fraus, *fruzun, *fruzanaz ‘freeze’ > ON frjosa, fraus, froru, frorinn; OE
fréosan, fréas, fruron, froren; OHG friosan, fros, gifroran;

*keusana, *kaus, *kuzun, *kuzanaz ‘test’ > Goth. kiusan, levelled; NWGmc. ‘choose’:
ON kjosa, kaus, kuru, korinn; OE c¢éosan, c¢éas, curon, coren; OF kiasa, kas,
keron, keren; OS kiosan, kos, kurun, koran; OHG kiosan, kos, kurun, gikoran;

*fraleusana, *fralaus, *fraluzun, *fraluzanaz ‘lose’ > Goth. fraliusan, levelled; OE
forleosan, forléas, forluron, forloren; OF urliasa, ptc. urleren; OS farliosan, ptc.
farloran; OHG firliosan, firlos, firlurun, firloran,

(an OE addition to this class, Aréosan ‘fall’, exhibits the alternation;)

*binsana, *pans, *punzun, *punzanaz ‘pull’ > Goth. atpinsan, pres. only; OHG dinsan,
levelled; alt. inferred;

*persana, *pars, *purzun, *purzanaz ‘dry out’ > Goth. ptc. gapaursans, levelled; alt.
inferred;

*jesana, *jas, *jeézun, *jezanaz ‘ferment’ > OHG jesan, pres. only; alt. inferred;

*lesana, *las, *Iezun, *lezanaz ‘gather’ > Goth. lisan, ON, OF lesa, OE, OS lesan, all
levelled; OHG lesan, las, larun, gileran;

*ganesana, *ganas, *ganézun, *ganezanaz ‘survive, recover’ > Goth. ganisan, OE
genesan, levelled; OS ginesan, ginas;, OHG ginesan, ginas, ginarun, gineran;

*wesana, *was, *wezun, *wezanaz ‘stay, be’ > Goth. wisan, levelled; ON vesa, vas,
varu, verinn, later with *z levelled through; OE wesan wees, weron,; OF wesa,
was, weron, wesen, OS wesan, was, warun; OHG wesan, was, warun, giweran;

*fraisang, *fefrais, *fefraizun, *fraizanaz ‘try’ > Goth. fraisan, levelled; alt. inferred;
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*ausana, *eaus, *eauzun, *auzanaz ‘draw (water)’ > ON ausa, levelled; alt. inferred;

*bl€sana, *bebles, *beblézun, *blézanaz ‘blow’ > Goth. blesan, ON bldasa, OHG blasan,
all levelled; alt. inferred;

*hWosana, *hWehWos, *hWehWozun, *hWozanaz ‘cough’ > OE hwosan, hwéos; alt.
inferred;

(preterite-presents:)

*lizana, *lais, *lizun, *list€ ‘know’ > Goth. (1x) 1sg. /ais, only form attested; alt. inferred
for this verb, but well attested in derivatives (see below);

*durzana, *dars, *durzun, *dursté ‘dare’ > Goth. gadaursan, levelled; OE *durran, dearr
(2sg. dearst), durron, dorste, OHG gitar (2sg. gitarst), giturrun, gitorsta, both
with *z levelled through except in the pres. 2sg. and the past; OS gidar, gidorsta,
with *z levelled through except in the past (pres. 2sg. not attested); OF pres. 3sg.
dor, subj. diire (no other forms attested).

*h ~ *g,

*tthana, *taih, *tigun, *tiganaz ‘declare’ > Goth. gateihan ‘proclaim’, levelled; ON past
té ‘reported’; OE betéon, betéah, betugon, betigen / betogen ‘accuse’ (largely
shifted into class II); OF urtia ‘refuse’, OS aftihan ‘deny’, both pres. only; OHG
zthan, zéh, zigun, gizigan ‘accuse’;

*wrthana, *wraih, *wrigun, *wriganaz ‘cover’ > OE wréon, wrah, wrigon, wrigen, OHG
intrithan, intrigun, intrigan ‘uncover’;

(note also the OHG ptc. gerigan ‘plaited’ from a lost homonymous verb;)

*wigana, *waih, *wigun, *wiganaz ‘fight’ > Goth. weihan, regularized and levelled, but
cf. fossilized du wigana ‘to battle’; the other 1gg. have levelled *g through and
sometimes altered the root vowel by lexical analogy with *wegana ‘move’: ON
vega, OE gewegan (1x, Beowulf 2400), ptc. forwegen ‘slain’, agent noun wigend
‘warrior’, OHG wigant ‘warrior’, OF wigand ‘son’ (!);

*teuhana, *tauh, *tugun, *tuganaz ‘lead, pull’ > Goth. tiuhan, levelled; ON ptc. toginn;
OE téon, téah, tugon, togen, OF tia, tach, tegon, etein,; OS tiohan, toh, tugun,
togan; OHG ziohan, zoh, zugun, gizogan;

*pleuhang (*f1-?), *plauh, *plugun, *pluganaz ‘flee’ > Goth. pliuhan, levelled; ON past
flo, flugu, OE fléon, fleah, flugon, flogen,; OF flia, fldach, flegon, flain; OS fliohan,
floh; OHG fliohan, levelled (!);
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*pinhana, *panh, *pungun, *punganaz ‘thrive’ > OE péon, pah, pungon, pungen, but also
(class I) pigon, pigen, and West Saxon (class II) péah, pugon, pogen, in the other
lgg. the verb has been shifted entirely into class I, because *inh (phonetically
*[1h]) merged with *th: Goth. peihan, levelled; OS thihan, thigun, githigan,
OHG dihan, deh, digun, gidigan;

*prinhana, *pranh, *prungun, *prunganaz ‘press’ > Goth. preihan, transferred into class |
(see above) and levelled; the other languages have levelled *g through the para-
digm: ON pryngva, OE pringan, OF urthringa (pres. only), OS thringan, OHG
dringan;

*felhana, *falh, *fulgun, *fulganaz ‘penetrate’ > Goth. filhan ‘bury, hide’, levelled, but
cf. fossilized ptc. fulgins ‘hidden’; ON fela, fal, falu, folginn ‘hide’; OE feolan,

fealh, fulgon (feelon), folen ‘penetrate’; OF befela ‘command’, OS bifelhan
‘command’, OHG felahan ‘store up’, all levelled;

*gafehana, *gafah, *gafégun, *gafeganaz ‘be glad’ > OF geféon, gefeah, gefegon;, OHG
gifehan, levelled;

*jehana, *jah, *jégun, *jeganaz ‘assert, state’ > OF jq, levelled; OS gehan, pres. only;
OHG jehan, levelled; alt. inferred;

*gaskehana, *gaskah, *gaskégun, *gaskeganaz ‘happen’ > OF skia, OHG giskehan, both
levelled; alt. inferred;

*bigjana, *pah, *pegun, *peganaz ‘receive’ > ON piggja, pad, pagu, peginn; OE picgan,
peah, peegon;

*fregnana, *frah, *frégun, *freganaz ‘ask’ > Goth. fraihnan, levelled; ON fregna, fra,
fragu, freginn; OE frignan, freegn, frugnon, frugnen, OS past fragn, frugnun with
*on levelled through from the pres.;

*flahana, *floh, *flogun, *flaganaz ‘skin’ > ON fl4, flo, flogu, fleginn, OE flean, flog,
flogon, flagen;

*lahana, *Ioh, *10gun, *laganaz ‘blame’ > OE léan, log, logon, lagen; OS lahan, log;
OHG lahan, luog, luogun;

*slahana, *sloh, *slogun, *slaganaz ‘hit, kill’ > Goth. slahan, levelled; ON sla, slo, slogu,
sleginn; OE sléean, slog, slogon, sleegen, OF sla, sloch, slogon, slein; OS slahan,
slog, slogun, slagan;, OHG slahan, sluog, sluogun, gislagan;

*pwahana, *pwoh, *pwogun, *pwagan ‘wash’ > Goth. pwahan, levelled; ON pva, po,
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pogu, pveginn; OE pwéan, pwog, pwogon, pweegen,; OS thwahan, thwog, OHG
dwahan, dwuog, dwuogun, gidwagan;

*hlahjana, *hIoh, *hlogun, *hlaganaz ‘laugh’ > Goth. hlahjan, levelled; ON hlceja, hio,
hlogu, hleginn; OE hliehhan, hlog, hlogon; OS past hlogun, hlagan,

*fanhang, *fefanh, *fefangun, *fanganaz ‘seize, take’ > Goth. fahan, levelled; ON fa,
fekk, fengu, fenginn; OE fon, féeng, fengon, fangen; OF fa, fing, fingen, fangen;

OS fahan, feng, fengun, gifangan, OHG fahan, fieng, fiengun, gifangan;

*hanhana, *hehanh, *hehangun, *hanganaz ‘hang (trans.)’ > Goth. hdhan ‘suspend’,
levelled; ON hanga with *g levelled through; OE hon, héng, héngon, hangen; OF
hua, heng, hwendzen; OS hahan ‘crucity’, ptc. bihangan ‘festooned’; OHG
hahan, hieng, hiengun, gihangan;

(whether the isolated Goth. pres. gaplaihan ‘exhort’ reflects a PGmc. verb is unclear;)

(preterite-presents:)

*ganugana, *ganah, *ganugun, *ganuhté ‘be enough’ > Goth. ganah (only 3sg. attested,
aside from ptc. binauhts ‘allowed’); OE geneah, genugon, genohte; OHG ginah
(only 3sg. attested);

*aigana, *aih, *aigun, *aiht€ ‘have, possess’ > Goth. aih, aigun, aihta (inf. 1x in
fairaihan ‘partake’); ON eiga, q, eigu, atti; OE agan, ah, agon, ahte; OF dach,
aghen, achte; OS égan, égun, éhta (pres. 3sg. not attested); OHG eigun (only
form attested).

*hW ~g~w.

*]thWana, *laihW, *ligun, *liwanaz ‘lend’ > Goth. leiluan, pres. only; ON past l¢; OE
léon, lah, forligen; OS, OHG lihan, leh, liwun, giliwan,

*sthWana, *saihV, *sigun, *siwanaz ‘filter’ > OE séon, sah, siwen; OF sia, esin; OHG
stha, seh, siwan;

*sehWana, *sahW, *s€gun, *sewanaz ‘see’ > Goth. saihuan, levelled; ON sjd, sa, sd(g)u,
seinn,; OE séon, seah, sawon (Angl. ségun), sewen, OF sia, sach, ségon, sien;
OS sehan, sah, sawun, sewan;, OHG sehan, sah, sahun, gisewan;

(here also belongs the OHG past giwuog, giwuogun ‘mentioned’, if the PGmc. root was

*wahW- < PIE *wokW- ‘voice’.)
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2.3) Derivation from strong verb roots.

Weak class I causatives and intensives formed from strong verbs exhibited the voiced
alternant of the root-final fricative and (usually) the root vowel of the past 3sg.
I list examples in the order in which the basic verbs are listed above.

*raubijang ‘plunder, rob’ > ON reyfa, OE beriefan (merged); OHG roufen ‘pluck’
(levelled);

*swabjana ‘put to sleep’ > ON svefja ‘adjust, settle’ (merged); OE swebban ‘kill’, OS
answebbian ‘fall asleep’, OHG inswebben ‘put to sleep’;

*laidijana ‘lead’ > ON [eida ‘accompany’ (merged); OE l@dan, OF léda, OS ledian
‘bring’, OHG leiten;

*maidijang ‘exchange’ > Goth. maidjan ‘adulterate’, inmaidjan ‘transform’; 20N meida
‘hurt, spoil’ (merged);

*snaidijang ‘cut’ > ON sneida (merged); OE sn@dan, OHG sneiten;

*handijang ‘take, seize’ > ON henda, OE gehendan ‘hold’, OF henda;,

*(fra)wardijana ‘ruin, destroy’ > Goth. frawardjan, OE (for)wierdan, OS awerdian, OHG
(ar)werten;

*kWadjang ‘greet’ > ON kvedja (merged), OS queddian, OHG quetten ‘call out’;

*hlodijana ‘load down’ > ON hleda (merged);

*stodijang ‘stand (trans.), cause to stand’ > Goth. anastodjan ‘begin, undertake’;

*raizijana ‘raise, cause to rise’ > Goth. urraisjan ‘raise, rouse’ (levelled), ON reisa
(levelled), OE re@ran,

*drauzijana ‘cause to fall’ > Goth. gadrausjan ‘overthrow’ (levelled), ON dreyra ‘bleed’,
OHG ftroren ‘rain‘;

*frauzijang ‘cause to freeze’ > OHG infroren ‘cause to thaw’ (‘unfreeze’);

*kauzijang ‘taste, test’ > Goth. kausjan (levelled), OF kéra ‘choose’;

*fralauzijang ‘lose utterly’ > OHG firloren ‘destroy’;

*barzijang ‘dry out (trans.)’ > ON perra, OHG derren;

*j0zijang ‘stir up’ (to *jesang ‘ferment’, orig. *‘boil’) > ON esa (levelled);

*nazjana ‘save’ > Goth. nasjan (levelled), OE nerian, OF nera ‘feed’, OS nerian, OHG
nerien ‘feed, support’;

*laizijang ‘teach’ > Goth. laisjan (levelled), OE l@ran, OF léra, OS lérian, OHG léren;

*waigijana ‘harrass’ > OE wegan, OS wégian, OHG weigen;
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*taugijang ‘lead insistently’ > ON feygja ‘incite, tempt’;

*plaugijana ‘put to flight’ > ON flegja ‘flee’ (levelled), OE afliegan, OF flagia, OHG
arflougen;

*bangijana ‘cause to thrive’ > OS athengian ‘accomplish’;

*prangijang ‘press hard’ > ON prongva;

*falgijana ‘push into’ > OS felgian ‘enjoin’, OHG felgen ‘acquire, appropriate’;

*fagjana ‘make happy’ > Goth. fullafahjan ‘satisty’ (levelled; or is this a denominative?);

*pagjana ‘receive’ > OE apecgan ‘consume’;

*hlogijana ‘cause to laugh’ > Goth. ufhlohjan (levelled), ON hlegja;

*hangijana ‘hang (trans.)’ > ON hengja, OF hingia, OHG (Alemannic) henchen,

*saiwijang ‘filter’ (?) > OHG seihhen ‘soften; urinate’ (levelled; or denominative?).

Note also three fossilized causatives:

*sandijang ‘send’ > Goth. sandjan, ON, OF senda, OE sendan, OS sendian, OHG senten
‘lead’;

*tandijang ‘kindle’ > Goth. tandjan, ON (1x) tenda, OE ontendan;

*wazjana ‘clothe’ > Goth. wasjan (levelled, cf. wasti ‘garment’), ON verja, OE werian,
OHG werien.

Weak class IV fientives had zero-grade roots and voiced alternants. Most survive only in
Gothic and/or ON, in which the alternants were usually levelled and/or merged,
but the original pattern can still be seen in the following examples:

*tundno- ~ *tundna- ‘be kindled’ > Goth. tundnan ‘burn’;

*burznd- ~ *purzna- ‘dry out (intr.)’ > Goth. gapaursnan (levelled), ON porna;

*liznd- ~ *lizna- ‘learn’ > OE leornian, OF lernia, OHG lirnén, cf. OS lernunga ‘instruc-
tion’;

*tugno- ~ *tugna- ‘be pulled’ > ON togna ‘get longer’;

*flagno- ~ *flagna- ‘be skinned’ > ON flagna ‘be peeled’.

Some other derivative verb types apparently also exhibited voiced alternants. Two seem
important enough to mention; both had *a in the root. Weak class II intensives
are fairly numerous:

*(bi)raubong ‘rob’ > Goth. biraubon, OE (be)réafian, OF (bi)ravia, OS robon (all
merged); OHG roubon; cf. ON raufa ‘break up’ (merged), or is that an inde-

pendent derivative?;
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*snaidona ‘cut’ > OHG gesneiton ‘cut off’;

*fandona ‘go looking for, investigate, find out about’ > OE fandian, OF fandia ‘visit’,
OS fandon ‘seek out, lie in wait for’, OHG fanton;

*skaidona ‘separate carefully’ > OHG sceidon ‘distinguish’ (levelled);

*faldona ‘fold up’ > ON falda, OHG falton;

*banzona ‘stretch’ > OHG danson ‘drag, haul’ (levelled);

*nazona ‘survive (in the long term)’ > ON nara ‘live’;

*wazong ‘stay (for a long time)’ > OE warian ‘dwell’, OS waron,

*fraizona ‘make an effort’ > OE firasian ‘investigate’, OS fiéson ‘try’ (both levelled);

*taigdna ‘proclaim’ > OF intdja ‘lament’, OHG zeigon ‘reveal, show’;

*prangona ‘press hard” > OHG drangon ‘crowd around’;

*slagona ‘beat’ > OHG slagon ‘clap’;

*fangOna ‘grip hard’ > OE fangian ‘fasten’, OF fangia ‘catch’.

Much less common are weak class III statives:

*parbai- ‘be needy’ > Goth. gaparban sik ‘refrain, abstain’, OHG darbén ‘do without’;

*fagai- ‘be happy’ > OHG fageén ‘cherish’;

*hangai- ‘hang (intr.)’ > Goth. hdhan (levelled), ON hanga, OE hangian, OF hangia, OS
hangon, OHG hangen.

Many types of derived nominals also exhibit voiced alternants; the following seem worth
mentioning.

Masculine i-stem action nouns with zero-grade roots are particularly common:

*-lidiz ‘going, departure’ > OHG ablit ‘death’, i3lit ‘error’;

*snidiz ‘cut’ > OE snide, OF snid, OHG snit ‘grain harvest’;

*(-)sudiz ‘boiling’ > OE syde ‘decoction’, OHG salzsuti ‘saltworks’;

*fundiz ‘discovery, find’ > ON fyndr;

*kWidiz ‘speech, saying” > ON kvidr, OE cwide, OS quidi, OHG quiti;

*faldiz ‘fold’ > ON feldr ‘cloak’, OE field;

*druziz ‘fall’ > Goth. drus (levelled), OE dryre;

*(-)kuziz (‘test’ —) ‘choice’ > OE cyre, OF kere, OS selfkuri ‘whim’, OHG churi
‘investigation’;

*luziz ‘loss’ > OE lyre;

*(-)tugiz ‘leading, pulling’ > OE of#yge ‘withholding’, OHG zug ‘pulling, movement’;
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*plugiz ‘flight, escape’ > Goth. plauhs (levelled), ON flugr,

*slagiz ‘stroke, blow’ > Goth. slahs (levelled), ON slagr, OE slege, OF slei, OS slegi,
OHG slag;

*(-)fangiz ‘taking’ > ON fengr ‘haul (of fish); booty’, OE feng ‘grip, embrace; booty’,
OS, OHG anafang ‘beginning’.

An important member of this group is instead feminine:

*wurdiz ‘fate’ > ON urdr (merged), OE wyrd, OS wurd, OHG wurt.

Neuter a-stem action nouns with zero-grade roots are also common:

*(-)haba ‘lifting’ > ON haf ‘sea’, upphaf ‘beginning’, OE hcef ‘sea’ (all merged); OHG
urhab ‘cause’;

*lida ‘journey’ > ON /id ‘expedition; vessel’ (merged), OE /id ‘ship’, OF lid ‘company’;

*snidg ‘cut’ > ON snid ‘division, piece’ (merged), OE gesnid;

*suda ‘boiling” > ON sod ‘broth’ (merged), OE gesod ‘dish (of food)’; OF soth ‘broth’,
OHG gisod ‘dish’ (both levelled);

*hlada ‘load’ > ON Ahlad ‘heap; barn’ (merged), OE hlced;

*gaskaida ‘separation’ > OE gescad ‘distinction’, OS gisked ‘decision’, OHG gisceit
‘division’;

*fruza ‘frost’ > ON fror, OHG fror;

*kuza (‘test’ —) ‘choice’ > ON kor, OE gecor ‘decision’; cf. OF korbita ‘consecrated
morsel (for the ordeal)’;

*tuga ‘pulling’” > ON tog ‘bridle, rope’, OE gefog ‘contraction, cramp’;

*slaga ‘stroke, blow’ > ON slag,

*(ga)fanga ‘catch, grasp’ > Goth. gafah (levelled), ON fang, OE fang ‘booty’, OHG
gifang ‘clothing’.

A much older type of result noun (with close parallels in Greek) are feminine 0-stems
with *a in the root:

*raubd ‘tear, rip’ > ON rauf (merged);

*parbd ‘need, lack’ > Goth. parba ‘poverty’; ON porf, OE pearf, OF therve, OS tharf
‘distress’ (all merged); OHG darba ‘fasting’;

*laidd ‘journey, way’ > ON /eid (merged), OE lad, OF léde, OHG leita;

*-snaidd ‘cutting, section’ > OHG asneita ‘shoot, graft’;

*kWado ‘speech’ > ON kvod ‘claim, debt’ (merged);
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*skadd ‘harm’ > OE sceapu ‘destuction’ (levelled);

*raiz0d ‘rising, setting out’ > OHG reisa ‘journey’ (levelled; borrowed into OF and ON);

*(-)nazod ‘rescue’ > OHG nara ‘deliverance’; OS lifnara, OHG libnara, both ‘livelihood’;

*-wazd ‘sojourn’ > OE landwaru ‘inhabitants, population’;

*fraizo (‘test’ —) ‘danger’ > OF frase, OS frésa ‘harm’, OHG freisa ‘ruin’ (all levelled);

*taugd ‘cord, rope’ > ON taug, OE téag;

*prangd ‘press, crowd’ > ON prong, OE prang;

*falgd (‘penetration” —) ‘appropriation’ > (?) OHG falga ‘occasion, opportunity’;

*(-)slagd ‘stroke, blow’ > OE morporslagu ‘murder’, OS hofslaga ‘hoofprint’, OHG
slaga;

*laiwd ‘loan’ >— ON /eiga ‘rent, wages’ (the rare labiovelar alternation *h ~ *w has
been replaced by the common *h ~ *g, and the noun has become an n-stem).

Masculine n-stem agent nouns, usually compounds with zero-grade roots, are also a
fairly common type:

*_rubo ‘tearer’ > ON eidrofi ‘oathbreaker’ (merged);

*skado ‘one who does harm’ > ON skadi ‘harm’ (merged); OE scapa, OF skatha ‘harm’,
OS skado, OHG skado ‘harm’ (all levelled);

*_riz0 ‘riser’ > OHG bettiriso ‘bedridden person’ (levelled) (‘one who collapses into
bed’; risan has come to mean ‘fall’ in OHG, see above);

*-kuzo (‘tester” —) ‘chooser’ > OE wipercora ‘rebel’ (‘one who chooses (to go) against
(his lord)’);

*-luzd ‘loser’ > OE hleowlora ‘one who has lost a protector’;

*-tugo ‘leader’ > PWGmc. *haritogd ‘(Roman) field commander, dux’ (‘army-leader’) >
OE heretoga, OF hertoga, OS heritogo, OHG herizogo, in OF and OHG the word
already means ‘duke’, and in the OS Heliand (a rendering of the Gospel story in
heroic verse) it is used of Herod and other rulers;

*-plugo ‘one who flees’ > ON fudflogi ‘man who abandons his fiancée’ (fid ‘female
genitalia’);

*-slago ‘killer’ > PWGmc. *mannslagd ‘murderer’ > OE, OF manslaga, OS, OHG
manslago;

*-fang0 ‘catcher, taker” > ON misfangi ‘mistaken person’ (‘one who takes (something)

by error’);
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*(-)aigo ‘possessor’ > OE aga, OHG hiiseigo ‘householder’.

Finally, two unusual but common derivatives deserve mention:

*gandgaz ‘enough’ > Goth. ganohs (levelled), ON gnogr, OE genog, OF enoch, OS
ginog, OHG ginuog;

*siuniz ‘sight’ (*u = preconsonantal *w, and the preceding *e has been raised to *i by
the *i of the suffix) > Goth. siuns ‘appearance, face’, ON syn, OE sien, OF siune,
OS siun, cf. OHG gisiuni.

2.4) Nominals.

No attested Gme. language exhibits the Verner’s Law alternation within nominal stems.
However, comparison of the languages shows that some nouns must have exhib-
ited the alternation in PGme. The more noteworthy relics include the following.

Neuter a-stems, probably inherited with an accent alternation between sg. and pl. (the
latter originally a derived collective):

PGmc. *blopa- ~ *bloda- ‘blood’ > Goth. blop- (b even before inflectional endings, thus
not by word-final devoicing) vs. OE, OF, OS blod, OHG bluot; ON blod is
ambiguous;

PGmc. *gulpa- ~ *gulda- ‘gold’ > Goth. gulp-, ON gull, OHG gold vs. OE, OF, OS gold;

PGmc. *tahra- ~ *tagra- ‘tear’ > ON tar, OE téar, OF tar, OHG zahar vs. Goth. tagr;

PGmc. *glasa- ~ *glaza- (‘amber’ —) ‘glass’ > OE glees, OF gles, OHG glas vs. ON
gler;

PGmc. *kasa- ~ *kaza- ‘container’ > Goth. kas vs. ON ker, OHG char,

PGmc. *basja- ~ *bazja- ‘berry’ > Goth. weinabasi ‘grape’ vs. ON ber, OF berie, OHG
beri.

Masculine noun with a neuter pl. (orig. a derived collective):

PGmc. *hWehWla- ~ *hWeula- ‘wheel’ > OE hwéol, ON hvél vs. OE hweowol, ON hjol;
the OE forms are masc., the ON forms neut.; cf. Homeric Gk. masc. kUkAog
/kuklos/, pl. neut. kUkAa /kukla/, with levelled accent, and Skt. neut. cakrdam,
with levelled gender and the accent levelled the other way.

A further possible example is

PGmc. *ansa- ~ *anza- ‘beam’ > ON dss (masc.) vs. Goth. dat. sg. anza (gender

unknown);
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the word has no good etymology, but a collective of ‘beam’ would make sense.

Derived i- and u-stems with inherited accent alternation:

PIE *térsu- ~ *trséw- ‘dry’ (cf. Skt. trsus ‘greedy, horny’ (!), Av. tarsus ‘dry, solid’) >
PGmc. *pursu- (or still *persu-?) ~ *purzu- > Goth. paursus vs. ON purr, OE
pyrre, OHG durri;

PIE *pértu- ~ *prtéw- ‘crossing’ (cf. Av. paratus, Welsh rhyd ‘ford’; Lat. portus ‘port’)
> PGmc. *ferpu- ~ *furdu- > ON fjoror ‘inlet, fjord’ vs. OE ford, OHG furt,
both; whether the paradigm split had already occurred in PGmc. is not clear;

PGmc. *arpi- ~ *ardi- ‘plowing’ > OE ierp vs. OHG art, OF raeferd ‘predatory
plowing’;

PGmc. *gaburpi- ~ *gaburdi- ‘birth’ > Goth. gabaurp-i- vs. OHG giburt, OE gebyrd
‘birth, destiny’;

PGmc. *kumbpi- ~ *kumdi- ‘coming’ > Goth. gagump-i- ‘assembly’ vs. ON samkund
‘feast’;

PGmc. *mépi- ~ *médi- ‘mowing’ > OF mep vs. OHG amat ‘second mowing’;

PGmc. *naupi- ~ *naudi- ‘compulsion, distress’ > Goth. naup-i- vs. OE nied, OHG not,
and Goth. cpds. naudibandi ‘fetter’, etc.;

PGmc. *skulpi- ~ *skuldi- ‘debt’ > OHG sculd vs. OE scyld, ON skyld ‘tax’.

Basic n-stem nouns:

*hasan- ~ *hazan- ‘hare, rabbit’ > OHG haso vs. ON heri, OE hara;

*ausan- ~ *auzan- ‘ear’ > Goth. auso vs. ON eyra, OFE éare, OF are, OS, OHG ara.

The alternation was extended bizarrely to an s-plus-stop cluster in:

*askon- ~ *azgon- ‘ashes’ > ON, OHG aska, OE asce vs. Goth. azgo.

Finally, mention should be made of an interesting nominal derivation. From PGmc.
*ahWo ‘river’ (see the Grimm’s Law handout) was derived

PGmc. *aujo ‘island’ > ON ey, OE 7eg, OHG ouwa.

The expected development of *kWy followed by the accent would have been *gWj > *gj
(see ‘companion’ and ‘say’, p. 3 above); the fact that we find (*uj =) *wj instead
must reflect a period in which the alternation *h% ~ *w was the productive

Verner’s Law rule for labiovelars.



