PHONOLOGY

INDO-EUROPEAN, GERMANIC, WEST-GERMANIC,
AND OLDp ENGLISH SOUNDS

Prefatory Note. A brief survey of IE and Gmc sounds is
prefixed to the more extensive treatment of WGmc and OE
sounds, in order that serious students may more easily familiar-
ize themselves with the phonological processes that preceded
Prim OE. Undergraduate classes in OE may omit or merely
read the earlier parts of the Phonology.

Abbreviations. The following terms frequently used in
the Reference Grammar are referred to by means of the
abbreviations in the accompanying parentheses:

1. Indo-European (IE), the hypothetically reconstructed
parent language of Germanic, Latin, Greek, Sanskrit, etc.

2. Primitive Germanic (Prim Gmc), the hypothetically
reconstructed parent language of the Germanic languages in
its earliest period.

3. Germanic (Gmc), the same as the latter, at a period just
before the separation of Gothic, Norse, and West Germanic.

4. West Germanic (WGmc), the hypothetically recon-
structed parent language of Old High German, Old Saxon, Old
Dutch, Old Frisian, and Old English.

5. Primitive Old English (Prim OE), the hypothetically
reconstructed English language before, roughly, the year
500 A.D.

6. Prehistoric Old English (Prehist OE), the hypothetically
reconstructed Old English language from about 500 to about
700, the latter being the date of the earliest MSS of OE.
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Other abbreviations are:
Sansk, Sanskrit

Lat, Latin

Gr, Greek

Goth, Gothic

NGmc, North Germanic

0S, Old Saxon

OFris, Old Frisian

OE, Old English

Mid E, Middle English
Mod E, Modern English

ON, Old Norse WS, West Saxon
OHG, Old High German EWS, Early West Saxon
Mod HG, Modern High German LWS, Late West Saxon

INDO-EUROPEAN VOWELS, DIPHTHONGS,
AND CONSONANTS IN GERMANIC

201. Indo-European Vowels and Diphthongs.
Indo-European had the following vowels and diphthongs:
Short Vowels: a, e, 1, 0, u, 3.1
Long Vowels 4, &,1, 0, .
Diphthongs: ai, ei, oi, au, eun, ou.
Long Diphthong: &i.?

202. 1E Short Vowels in Prim Gme.
(IE) (Prim Gmc)

1. aremained a : Lat ager, Goth akrs, OE =cer, field.
2. e e e : Lat fero, OS, OHG, OE beran, bear.
3.1 L4 i : Lat piscis, Goth fisks, OE fisc, fish.
4. o became a : Lat octo, Goth ahtam, OS, OHG ahto,
eight.
u remained u : Gr thira, OS duri, OE duru, door
6. obecame a : IE *patér, Goth fadar, OS fader, OE

feder, father.

1 A sound like a in Cuba. This sound is called “schwa.”
* There were other long diphthongs in IE, but this is the only one of impor-
tance in Gmc.
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203. IE Long Vowels in Prim Gme.
(IE) (Prim Gmc)
1. @ became o : Lat mater, OS modar, OE modor, mother.
2. & i & : Lat &di, Goth fr-&t, ON it, OS at, OHG
az, he ate®
3. iremained 1 :Lat su-inus (adj.), belonging to a pig; Goth
sweins*; OS, OHG, OE swin, swine, pig.

4. o remained & : Gr (Doric), p6s, Goth fotu, OE fat, foot.
5. @ @ i : Lat siis: OHG, OE si, sow, pig.

204. IE Diphthongs in Prim Gme.

(IE) (Prim Gmc)

1. ai remained ai : Lat aes, Goth iz, brass.

2. et became i: Gr stéichd, I go; Goth steigan, OS,
OHG, OE stigan, go.

3. oi became  ai, thus falling together with original ai;
Gr otde; Goth wait, knows.

4. au remained au : Lat auris, Goth ausé, ear.

5. ew eu : Gr géud, I give a taste of; Goth kiusan,®
choose.

6. ou became au, thus falling together with original au: IE
*réudhos; Goth raubps, red.

7. € “ €% : IE *kéita, OS, OFE hét, T commanded.

IE CoNsONANTS IN GMC

205. Grimm’s Law.

1E p, t, k; bh, dh, gh; b, d, g changed to certain corre-
sponding Gmc consonants.

' Gmc #, a long low front vowel, became € in Goth, but became & in NGmc
and WGmec.

¢ In Goth ei spells i.

* Gmc eu became Goth ju.

% Gmc € (IE &i) is distinguished in NGmc and WGmc from Gmce & (IE &),
but in Goth both & and & are spelled alike (€).
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1. p became f: Lat piscis, OE fisc, fish; Lat pecus, OE feoh,
caitle, money.

2. t became p7: Lat tii, OE bi, thou; Lat tr&s, OE préo,
three.

3. k became h®: Lat cor (Gen. cordis), OE heorte, heari;
Lat centum, OE hund, hundred.

4. bh became b*: Sansk nabhas, Gr nephéle, cloud, OE
nifol, dark.

5. dh became 3! (>OE d): Sansk rudhirds, Goth raudai
(Dat. Sing.), ON rau?dr, OE r&ad, red.

6. gh became z': IE *ghéstis, Lat hostis, Goth gasts,
OE giest, stranger, guest.

7. b became p: Lithuanian dubus, OE dgop, deep; Old
Bulgarian slabu, slack, OE sl@pan, sleep.

8. d became t: Lat decem, OE tien, fen.

9. g became k: Lat genu, OE cn&o, knee; Lat ager, OE
eecer, field.

206. The Law Operated in Three Stages:
1. IE voiceless stops (p, t, k) became the corresponding
voiceless spirants (f, b, h).

T} is used here (as generally in works on phonetics) to signify the voice-
less spirant, as in ModE thin. )

8 Originally in Gmc this was a voiceless spirant, sounded like ModHG ch,
as in ich, Nacht. i ) '

s A bilabial voiced spirant somewhat like ModE v, which, however, is a
labio-dental voiced spirant. (In Goth pronounced b, but spelled b.)

10 A linguo-dental voiced spirant like ModE th in then. (In Goth pro-
nounced ¥, but spelled d.)

1 A vyoiced spirant like g in North ModHG sagen, say. (In Goth pro-
nounced ¥, but spelled g.)
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2. IE voiced stops (b, d, g) became the corresponding
voiceless stops (p, t, k).

3. IE voiced aspirated stops (bh, dh, gh)?* became the
corresponding voiced spirants (b, 9, ).

Grimm’s Law, as originally stated, included the further change of the
Gmc consonants into the Old High German consonants. As now understood,
this OHG consonant shift was an independent phenomenon.

Not included in Grimm’s Law are a number of late developments of Gme
consonants in the separate Gmce languages.

207, Verner’s Law.

One group of apparent exceptions to Grimm’s Law deserves
special treatment. IE p,t, k, s, in the middle and at the end
of words did not always develop into what we should expect,
namely Prim Gmc f, b, h, s. Instead, we find Prim Gmc
b, 9, 3, z, which developed into OE voiced f (i.e., v), d, g, 1.
The theory which accounts for these apparent irregularities is
known as Verner’s Law. The irregularities themselves are due
to peculiarities of the IE and Prim Gmc accent.

208. Accent in Indo-European and in Germanic.

The Gmc accent was a fixed accent: that is, no matter what
the inflectional form of the word, the primary accent was on
the root syllable throughout. In IE, on the contrary, some
words had had the accent on the root syllable (Gr légos,
word), some on the suffix or termination (Gr hodés, road),
and some had a variable accent, i.e., in some inflected forms it
was on the root syllable, in some it was on the suffix or termina-
tion (Gr Nom. Sing. nix, night, Gen. Sing. nuktés). This
“shifting” or ‘“‘variable” accent was a characteristic also of the
most primitive Gmc until a period subsequent to the change of

2 That is, voiced stops followed by h.
1® OF back or velar ¢ was identical in pronunciation with Gme .
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IE p, t, k, to f, b, h. Inlater Gmc, however, the accent shifted
to the root syllable, where it remained in OE.

209. (a) Prim Gmec initial f, b, h, s remained f, p, h, s.

(b) Prim Gmc f, b, h, s immediately preceded by the accent
remained f, b, h, s. ) . .

Thus in Prim Gmc *fiska-, *pinna-, *hérna-, *sat, and in
*hléfo, *wérpo, *féhu, *was, f, b, h, s remained unchanged.

210. (c¢) Everywhere else, however, f became b; b became 93
h became x; s became z; (OE f,d, g, r). Thus, in the 3d plural
preterit indicative of strong verbs:

(Prim Gmc)  (Later Prim Gmec) (Gmc) (OE)
*wurplin > *wurdan > *wirdun wurdon
*fluhiin> *lugiin> "‘ﬂt';aun ﬂu_gon
*wasliin> *weziin> *wazun wEron

PriM Guc VowEL CHANGES
211. Prim Gmc e became Gmc i under the following cir-

cumstances: )
1. e+nasal4consonant became 1: Lat ventus, Goth
winds, OS, OE wind, wind. '
2. e followed by 1, i,0r j in the next syllable, becan}e i
Lat medius, Goth midjis, ON midr, OS middi, OE midd,

middle.

212. Prim Gmc i followed by a, &, or € in the next syllable,

became Gmc e .
Lat vir (IE *wiros), Goth wair, OS, OHG, OE wer,™ man.

213. Prim Gmcu became Gmc o when followed by a, ®,e, € or
3in the next syllable, unless prevented by an intervening nasal

U Goth ai spells e, In Goth every e became i except when followed by
r, h, or hw. ‘
15 The Prim Gmc {orm *wiraz became *weraz, from which came wer.
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combination, or by an intervening i, i, orj. Prim Gmc *gul 8an
became OS, OHG, OE gold, gold (cf. OE gylden, golden, < Prim
Gmc *guldinaz); Prim Gmc *hulpanaz became OS holpan, OHG
holfan, OE holpen, past participle of helpan, help.

But Prim Gmc *bundanaz became OE bunden, bound, and

Prim Gmc *fulljanan became Gmc *fulljan, which became OE
fyllan, fill.

214. Prim Gmc eu followed in the next syllable by a, &, or
0 became eo:'* OHG deota, folk; beotan, command; OS theoda,
thioda; beodan, biodan.

Prim Gmc eu followed in the next syllable by 1, i, j, or u,
became 1u'®: OHG diutisk, national; biutu, 1 sg. pres., biutis,
2 sg. pres. command; OS biudu, biudis, command.

215. Prim Gme Vowel4-Nasal-+h.

In a prehistoric period of Gme, but after those changes had
occurred which characterize Gme, a nasal preceded by a vowel
and followed by h disappeared, nasalizing and lengthening the
preceding vowel.

Prim Gmc *fanhanan became Goth fahan, (OE fon), seize.

Prim Gmc *panht® became Goth pahta, (OE bohte), thought.

Prim Gmc *penhanan became Goth bpeihan, OS thihan,
(OE peéon), thrive.

Prim Gmec *punht® became Goth pithta, (OE bpiihte),
seemed.

!® As seen in the illustrations, the two sounds are represented as follows
in the various Gmc languages:

Gmc eo Gmc 1u

Goth in Goth in

OHG eo OHG iu

0S eo, io 0S in

OE &o (io) OE io (€0) when followed by -u

OE ie when followed by i, i, orj
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216. Prim Gme b, 9, z.
1. Prim Gmc b, initial or preceded by m, became b: Goth

bairan, OHG, OS, OE beran, bear; Goth, OHG, 0S, OE lamb,
lamb.

2. Prim Gmc 9, initial or preceded by n, became d: Goth
dauhtar, OE dohtor, daughter.

3. Prim Gmc %, preceded by o, became the stop g: Goth,

OE singan, sing.

GERMANIC VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS IN
WEsT GERMANIC

217. Gme had the following vowels and diphthongs:
Short vowels: a, e, i, 0, u.
Long vowels: a, &7 ®,181, 0, Q.
Diphthongs: ai, au, eo, iu.

218. Gme Vowels in WGmc.

Short a, e, 1, 0, u remained unchanged in WGmc. Of the
long vowels, a, g, i, 6, 0 remained unchanged in WGmc.

Gmec & became WGme a: Goth fr-8t, OS at, OHG az,
(OE #t), ate.

219. Gme Diphthongs in WGmc.
All Gme diphthongs, ai, au, eo, iu remained unchanged in
WGmc, though later they went thru various changes in the

separate WGmc languages.

220. Gme Consonants in WGme.

The Gmc consonants remained unchanged in WGmc, except
that Gme z became WGmc r: Gmc *wazun, 0S, OHG wirun,
OE witron, were; and Gme § became WGmc d: Goth fadar, OS

fadar, OF {=der.

17§ from IE &. See204,7.
185 from 1E & See 203, 2.
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221.  WGmc Gemination before j.
In the WGmec period any single consonant (except r) pre-
ceded by a short vowel was geminated by a following j.

. ((}mc) (WGmc)  (Prehist OE) (OE)
*sat_!an> *sattjan>  *sattjan>  *settian> settan'®
*lagj'an> *lagzjan>  *leggjan>  *leggian> lecgan
=“ha'l:'l.jan"") *habbjan> *habbjan> *hebbian>hebban
hazjan> *harjan>  *harjan> herian®

WGuc SOUNDS

222, WGmc had the following vowels and diphthongs:
Short vowels: a, e, 1, 0, u.
Long vowels: a, &, 1, o, u.
Diphthongs: ai, au, eo, iu.

223. WGmc had the following consonants:
1y W, .serr.u—vowe]s f, b, h, s, voiceless spirants
|, hqu;ds b, d, g, voiced stops
m, n, 0, ‘nasa]s b, z, voiced spirants
p,y t, k, voiceless stops

WGuc VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS IN OE

224. WGme a.
WGmc_ a became OE % when followed by h; in most closed
syllables; in open syllables unless followed by a, u, or o; it did

1% Cf. Goth satjan, OS settian, OHG sezzan.

( h"‘;lnl *habjan, the b was a voiced bilabial spirant, somewhat like ModE v
which, however, is a labio-dental). The result of geminating this bilabi
voiced spirant was -bb-, as in hebban. A e i

1 _j- of herian represents the sound j, i.e., ModE consonantal y.

2y represents the ng in sing.
o ”tSe;]:mwelver note 25, page 39. In the Southwest Mercian and the Kentish
dialects this e later developed into e: deg. hefde. A simi
ey ) g similar change occurred



122 REFERENCE GRAMMAR

not change when followed by a nasal, or by w2 d=gd, day;
hafde, had; mcer, field; sléan (<*sleahan <*slahan <*slahan).

225. WGme a-}+ Nasal.

WGmc a followed by a nasal did not become #, but either
remained a or was changed to 0. In the earliest OE MS.S
this sound is always spelled a; in EWS MSS (850-?00) 0 1.5
decidedly more frequent than a; in the LWS MSS a is practi-
cally universal: mann, monn, man; cann, conn, can.

226. WGmc e+m.
WGme e followed by m became OE i:** OHG neman, OE

niman, fake.

227. WGmc o.

WGmc o in some words appears as OE u,? especially be-
tween a labial consonant and l: full, full; wulle, wool; wulf,
wolf; fugol, bird.

For the most part, however, WGmc o appears as OE o:
folgian, follow; bolt, bolt; folc, folk.

228. WGme o4 Nasal.
WGme o followed by a nasal became OE u:?*® OHG donar,
OE punor, thunder; OHG honag, OE hunig, honey.

% WGmc a remained a in dagas, dagum; sadol, saddle; hand, !mm%; awel,
awl. Sometimes WGmc a plus double consonant plus a, o, u remained a:
lappa, skirt; mattuc, mattock.

2 This change occurred also in OFris: mon. .

% This change occurred also in OS: niman. In OFris it did not occur.

27 This change occurred also in OFris and OS: OFris, OS full, _f:d{.

8 This change occurred also in OFris and 0S: OHG coman, OFris kuma,
0S5 kuman, OE cuman, come.
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229. WGmc a.
WGmc a became OE #&, but remained d when followed by

one of the consonants W, P, &, or k and a back vowel:?* OS latan,
OHG lazzan, OE l&tan, permit.

230. WGme a4 Nasal.

WGmc a followed by a nasal became OE 5:* OHG minod,
OE mbonap, month; OHG nimun, OE nomon, they took; OHG
quamun, OE comon, they came.

Gmc &, as in Goth pahta (<Gmc *panht®), OS thihta,
OHG dahte, ke thought (cf. 215), appears as OE 5: pohte. In
such words WGmc i retained a nasal quality long enough in
the OE period to become OE &, and not .

231.  WGmc Short Vowel 4 Nasal+ Voiceless Spirant.

Prim Gmc short vowel+-nasal4+h had become Gme long
vowel4-h. (See 215.)

WGmc short vowel+nasal+s, f, or p became OE long
vowel+s, {, or p." Goth uns, OE is, us; Goth fimf, OE fif,
five; Goth munps, OE mip, mouth.

WGmc a+nasal+s, f, or b became OF 64 s, f,or p: OHG
gans, OE gds, goose; OHG samfto, OF sbfte, softly; Goth anbar,
OE oper, other. In such words Prehist OF @ retained a nasal

quality long enough in the OE period to become &, and not &.
(Cf. 230.)

232. WGmec ai.

WGmc ai became OE d@: Goth stains, OHG stein, OFE stin,
stone. WGmc ai must have become OE i after WGmc &

* WGmc @ remained & in siwon, they saw; slapan, (mostly sl®pan by anal-
ogy with l&tan, sl&pest, etc.), sleep; miigas, kinsmen; hrica, spittle. For OE
pohte from WGme *paht® (< Gme *banht®), see 230.

#* This change occurs also in OFris: némen, they fook.

# This change occurs also in OFris and to a great extent in 0S: Goth anbar,
OFris, OS, OE &per, other.
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became OE @&; otherwise the two sounds in OE would have
fallen together into &.

233, WGmc au.
WGme an became OE €a: Goth hlaupan, OHG hloufian,
OEFE hléapan, run.

234. WGmc eo, iu.

WGme eo (see 214, 219) became OE €o: OS liof, OE l&of,
dear; OHG deota, OE beod, people.

WGmc iu became OE io:* OS liudi, OE liode, people.

In EWS, €o and io are frequently confused in the MSS, io
being spelled eo, and, less frequently, €0 being spelled io. In
LWS MSS, eo is practically universal for both sounds.

WGue Consonants IN OE

235. WGmect, 1, m, n, p (liquids and nasals); p, t, k (voice-
less stops); b, d (voiced stops); x (voiced spirant), remained
unchanged in Prim OE; b (voiced spirant, see note 9 above)
became voiced f, that is, ModE v.

236. WGmc n or m, when preceded by a vowel and fol-
lowed by f, b, or 8, disappeared in OFris, OE, and partly in OS;
the vowel preceding f, s, or b was lengthened. Cf. 231.

237. Final OE b became voiceless f: wif, woman; final
was frequently unvoiced, becoming h: stah, went (cf. stigan,
stigon).

238. WGmc ). ]

Initial j- remained unchanged, but was spelled g, ge, g1,
or i: OHG jir, OE gear, year; OS, OHG jung, OE geong,
giong, iung, young.

3 When jn was followed in the next sylable by i, i, or j, it was umlauted
toie in EWS: Prehist OE *biudip became OE biett, he commands.

OLD ENGLISH SOUNDS 125

Medial -j- remained between vowels, but was spelled §,
ge: ciegan, Ciegean, call.

Medial -j- remained after a short syllable ending in -r,
but was spelled, i, g, ig, ge, or ige: herian, hergan, herigan,
hergean, herigean, praise.

Medial -j- after a long syllable ending in a consonant
became 1, and was lost before the year 700: OS settian, OE
settan, sef.

Final -} remained after long vowels or diphthongs, but was
spelled g: hieg, hedge.

239. WGme w.

Initial and medial w-, -w=- remained: wenan, expect;
blowan, bloom; beadwe, of a battle.

Final -w after a vowel coalesced into a diphthong: WGmc
*trew> OL treo, tree.

SIMPLIFICATION OF DOUBLE CONSONANTS
240. (a) Final double consonants were very frequently
written single: mann, man, man; feorr, feor, far.
(b) Medially, a double consonant adjacent to another con-
sonant was simplified: Prehist OE *wendide>*wendde>
wende, turned; *fullide > *fyllde > fylde, filled.

Pren1sTorIC OE CHANGES
241. A number of important sound changes, both vowel
and consonant, occurred within the OE period, but earlier
than the date of our oldest documents.

242. OE palatalization of x (g), k, gg, kk.

Initial g (g) and k (c) were palatalized (or fronted) in Pre-
historic OE by a following palatal vowel or diphthong. The
palatalization was caused by:

i1, e, & ®,%or &®.
io, €o, €a.

¥ The short vowels i, e, and s at a later period “broke” to io, eo, and ea,
if followed by certain consonants. Cf. 248.
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Palatalized x (&) fell together in sound with j- (in g&ar
from WGmc *jar). '

Palatalized k (¢) remained a front stop consonant In some
dialects, but in WS underwent the further change to ¢ (Mod E
ch in church).

Tllustrations: )

giellan, geaf, geafon, georn, geard, geotan.

¢irice, ¢inn, ¢idan, ceaster, ceorl, ¢iest, ¢€osan.

243. Prehist OE x, g3, k, kk, pk, and pg were palatalized in
WS by a following i, i, or j:

z became §: WGmc *burzi (Dat. Sing.) became OE byrg
(often spelled byrig) city; WGmc *baugzjan became OE
biegan, bend. iy

k became ¢ (ModE ch): WGmec *bisokjan became OE
besééan, beseech; WGme *boci (Dat. Sing.) became OE beég¢,
book. g

kk became ¢¢ (ModE ch): WGmc *wikkjon became OE
wicce, wilch. '

zx became cg (ModE dg as in bridge); WGmc *hrugzjaz
became OE hrycg, ridge. .

pk became né (ModE nch): WGmc *bankjo became OE
bent, bench. .

pg became ng (ModE nge as in singe): WGmc *sangjan
became OE sengan, singe.

244. Prehist OF final k (c) was palatalized by a preceding

iori: i¢, I; dig, ditch.

245. Prehist OE x (g) at the end of a word or syllable was
palatalized by a preceding @, &, €, & 1, or i: deg, day, weg,
way, stig (Imper. Sing.), go; halig, holy.

BREAKING 127

246. Prehist OE 3 (g) was palatalized between palatal
vowels: deges; weges.

247. WGme sk.

WGmc sk was spelled sc in OE, but in WS developed into
the sound of ModE sh as in shoe; OE scoh, shoe; scinan, shine;
scunian, shun; scrid, garment.

In both EWS and LWS the palatal character of this sound
was frequently indicated in the spelling by the insertion of an e
when the following vowel was velar: sceolon, shall; scedp,
created; sceama, shame; fisceas, fish. It is possible, however,
that this e represents an intermediate vowel or glide that

developed between the palatal sc and the back vowel that
followed.

248. Breaking.

OE @, e, i (front vowels) developed into diphthongs, or
“broke,” in a prehistoric period when followed by 14 consonant,
r+consonant, or h. (See Chapter I1X.)

The diphthongs at first consisted of =, e, or i+the glide
sound u: zu, eu, iu.

Later #u became ea, eu became eo,® 11 became 10.%

These diphthongs were short, and are to be distinguished
from the OE long diphthongs &a, €o, io that developed from
the WGmc diphthongs au, eo, iu.

e, i broke before 14consonant only when the combination
was lh; e also broke between s and lc or If, e.g., aseolcan,
become sluggish; seolf, self.

= broke before I+4-consonant only in Kent and eastern
Wessex. In those dialects in which breaking did not occur

¥ Both eo and io occur in the earliest OE MSS; in later OE, io became
eo.
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the 2 became a before l4consonant. Both ea and a occur
in EWS: feallan, fallan, fall. LWS has only ea.

Illustrations:

1. = became ea: *fzllan>feallan, fall; *rerm> earm, arm;
*feht > feaht, fought; *slahan>*sleahan> slean, sirike.

7. e became eo: *selh>seolh, seal; *werp>weorp, worth;
*fehtan>feohtan, fight; *feh>feoh, catile; *fehes (Gen. Sing.)
> *feohes > f€os.

3. i became io: *wirpip® (3d Sing. Pres.)>*wiorbip>
*wierpbip > wierb, becomes; *sihip > *siohip > siehp, sees.

249. The OE long front vowels &, i were broken to &a, io
(¢0), before h:

1. & became ¢a: *n&h>ngah, near.

2. ibecame io, €o: *liht>lioht, 1€oht, light (adj.); *betwih>
betwéoh, befween; *tihan>*tiohan>tion, téon, blame.

250. Diphthongization by Initial Palatals.

The initial palatals g, &, sc (see 242) caused a following e
to diphthongize to ie, # to ea, ® to €a. (See Chapter X.)

Illustrations: N :

1. e becameie (LWSiory): *gefan> giefan, give; *sceran>
scieran, shear. . ‘

2. @ became ea: *g=f> geaf, gave; *Caster> ceaster, city;
*scael > sceal, shall. -

3. & became a: *g@fon> geafon, gave; *g®r> gear, year,
*:%ce> ceace, cheek; *sc®ron>scéaron, sheared.

251. i-, i=, 3-Umlaut. o
Every vowel and diphthong in Prehist OFE (except &, &, 1,
and i) was raised or fronted if an1, 1, or j occurred in the follow-

# § of *wirpib came from e (Prim Gmc *werpip); the change of Prim Gmc
e to i was Gmc: see 211, 2; io became ie as the result of OE umlaut; see 251
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ing syllable. This change is commonly called “i-umlaut,”
sometimes “mutation.” It was caused by the raising and
fronting influence of the high front sound i, i, or j; that is, a
low or a back vowel was approximated to the position of a
following high front 1, i, or j.
INustrations:
@ became e: *swttjan> settan, sef; *=3i> ege, fear.
®-+cons. group usually remained : *fmstjan>{zstan,
make fast.
a became e: *manni>*manni>menn, men; *sandjan>
sendan, send.

became &: *hali>h&l, kealth; *haljan>h&lan, heal.

=1

o became @>e:*® *dohtri>*dehtri> dehter (Dat. Sing.),
daughter.

0 became @>&:* *domjan>d@&man> déman, judge.

u became y:* *fulljan> fyllan, fil.

i became §:¥ *tiinjan>t¥nan, enclose.

10 became ie (LWS i or y):® *wiorpip> wierpp, throws.
io became ie (LWS 1 or ¥):*® *gebiodjan> gebiedan, unite.
ea became ie: *feallip> fielp, falls.

€a became ie: *h€arjan> hieran, hear.

¥ The back rounded vowels o, 8 were fronted to ce, & (like ModHG 8, 3}
as shown by the spelling e in the earliest documents, aswell as in the later docue
ments of some dialects. By 900 the sounds had been completely unrounded
in WS to e, &

¥ The back rounded vowels u, i were fronted and became lip-rounded
palatal vowels y, ¥ (like ModHG u, @). In some dialects y, ¥ were unrounded
in the OE period to 1,i. In some Southern and Western dialects y, ¥ remained
rounded even in the MidE period.

# In the non-WS dialects, and even to some extent in WS, io followed by
r+consonant was not umlauted by a following 1,1, or j: Angl., Kent.,, EWS.
iorre, angry; hiorde, shepherd; beside usual WS ierre, hierde.

#In the non-WS dialects, and even to some extent in WS, io was not
umlauted by a following i, i,or j: stioran, steer; liode, people (i-stem).
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252. u-, o-, a-Umlaut.

About 700 @, e, and 1 in an open syI?able were, under some
circumstances (and in some districts), diphthongized to ea, eo,
and io by u, o, or a in the following syH.lable.‘D .

This umlaut is similar to Breaking, in that t%xe same vov.e;
were affected, they developed into the same dlght.hor’l’gs, an
the influence causing the development of1 the ‘“glide” was a

i sound—in this case a vowel.
foncl):mog-,b:fll(]m}aut is only partly present .in pure .WS. Thi
umlaut of = appears only in Mercian and in Kentish (excep
" ‘:;‘F:e ‘;:Iﬁuzc‘ancc of the u, o, or a operated freely thru an ir;tir-
vening liquid or labial ({, r, f, p); was somewhat restricte Cz
an intervening dental (t, d, p, s) or nasal; and was mu
restricted by an intervening velar (c, g). The umlaut w]?s
usually prevented by an intervening -douhle (:o'nsonanl or by
two consonants: swimman, swim; drincan, drink.

WS illustrations:

41
1. & became ea *lu > ealu, ale.
2. e became eo (io): *herot>heorot, hart; *hefon > heofon,
heaven. ] ]
3. i became io (eo): *silufr> siolfor, silver; *sifun> siofun,
SEven.

40 Tpasmuch as the vowel & does not occur in‘an open syllable n: ;WkS v;]};z
the vowel of the following syllable is u, o, or a, this umlaut could no t?n e }how_
in the WS dialect. At the time when the u-, o-, a-u.m]aut was opber[a i %,a':k "
ever, the Mercian dialect (and probably the Kentish dialect) had w be ocom g
we].l,as front vowels; we therefore have Mercian heafoc, featu ,»etc.{as ‘ Uf:; e
with WS hafoc, fatu, etc.  In ealo, the single W% cxa_mple of this 1;m authe da’tive
vowel ® was probably introduced into tl}e nominative form alo from
singular *slepe, in which & was phonetically regular.

# See preceding note.
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UNACCENTED VOWELS

253. A peculiarity of the Gmc languages, already noted
in the discussion of Verner’s Law (see 208), is the fixed accent
on the radical syllable. This accent being a strong stress
accent, its presence on one syllable of a word resulted in the
loss of accent on adjacent and near-by syllables of the word,
altho often a secondary accent was retained, especially in the
second element of compound words, such as bordweall, wis-
fest. In general, however, the lack of accent on suffixes and
inflectional endings resulted, in Gmc and in OE, in the weaken-

ing or disappearance of vowels, and even of final consonants
in unaccented syllables.

254. The history of IE and Gmc consonants and vowels
in medial and final unaccented syllables is too lengthy and
complicated for profitable discussion in an elementary book
about OE. Two unaccented vowels, however, in the final

position are of sufficient importance to compel attention.
They are -1, and -6.

255.  Gmoc final I preserved its original sound in OE long
enough to umlaut a preceding vowel. About 700 it dis-
appeared if preceded by a long syllable; if preceded by a short
syllable, it became -e: thus in the i-stem nouns: *gasti>
*gaesti > *geasti > *giesti > giest: *wini> wine.

256. WGmc final -8 became OE -u, thus falling together
with original final -u, which occurs in the u-stems. About 700,
final -u disappeared after a long radical syllable, but remained
after a short radical syllable: WGmec *gefo > OF giefu; WGme
*laird > Prehist OE *liru> OE lir; WGmc *feldu>OE feld;
WGmc *handu>OE hand; sunu, duru, with short radical
syllables, retain original -u,
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257. When followed by a consonant in a final syllable,
WGme unaccented -o0- often became a: Second weak verbs,
2d and 3d Sing. Pres. Indic, bodast, bodap<Prehist OE
*bhodds(t) *boddh.

SYNCOPATION

258. Syncopation, which consists in the loss of a vowel
between two consonants, occurred frequently in the case of the
short vowels e, 1, and o, after the period of umlaut, but before
700. Syncopation affected sometimes the vowel of the second
syllable of a dissyllabic word or form, and sometimes the vowel
of the medial syllable of a trisyllabic word or form.

259. Syncopation in Dissyllabic Forms.

The dissyllabic forms in which the vowel of the second
syllable is syncopated are:

(1) The 2d and 3d Sing. Pres. Indic. of all strong verbs
and of many first weak verbs: helpan, hilpst, hilpp; cuman,
cymst, cymp; déman, démst, dem)p; lecgan, ledst, legh.

(2) The Past Part. of first weak verbs which had a radical
syllable ending in d or t: hreddan, hredd; settan, sett; l&dan,
1&dd.

260. Syncopation in Trisyllabic Forms.

Syncopation of the vowel of the second (medial) syllable
occurred in an open syllable when the radical syllable was long.

(1) Some inflectional forms of nouns and adjectives, such
as: engles, engle, englas; beside Nom. Sing. engel, angel;
héafdes, héafde, beside hafod, head; hilges, halgum, halgan
beside halig, holy; dpres, opre, beside ober, other.

(2) In the Pret. of first weak verbs which had an originally
long radical syllable, or a radical syllable ending in d or t;
demde, démdest, démdon, iudged; hredde; sette.
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) (3) In inflected forms of the Past Part. of first weak verbs
w’1th a long radical syllable, if the inflectional ending began
with a vowel: Nom. Acc. Plu. hierde, heard, beside Acc. Sing.
Masc. hieredne; fylde, beside fylledne, filled; démde, beside
démedne, judged. '

(4) In some originally trisyllabic nouns, such as Prehist OE
*strangipo, OE strengbu, sirength.

‘(5) In the comparative degree of adjectives: *bradira,
br&dra, broader.

ConNsONANT CHANGES
261. f, b, s, in OE.

IIll-tl'd.l and final Prim OE f, b, and s remained voiceless in
OE: fif, five; porn, thorn; wearp, became; sendan, send; waes
was. '

Medial f and s next to voiceless consonants remained voice-
less: heft, captive; f2st, firm.

Medial f, p, and s between voiced sounds became voiced

spirants, v, 0, and z, about 700: wulfas, wolves; s€opan, boil;
nosu, nose.

262. WGmc h in OE.

WGme i.nitial h was a simple breath, as in ModE horn.
W(?-rnc medial or final h was a voiceless spirant like ModHG
ch in macht, makes, ich, I.

Initial h in OE remained a simple breath, as in ModE:
horn, horn.

Medial -h- remained a voiceless spirant before a voiceless
consonant: sohte, ke sought.

Final -h remained a spirant: gepah, he prospered.

hs became ks (x): weahsan, weaxan, grow.
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263. Loss of Intervocalic h.

1. Intervocalic h disappeared about 700. The accented
vowel or diphthong which originally preceded h absorbed the
vowel which followed.
i+vowel became a:  *tahe became ta, toe.
5+vowel became 8:  *{ohan became fon, seize; *fohe became

fo, I seize (subjunc.).
ga-tvowel became €a: *héahes became heas, high (Gen. Sing.).
go-+vowel became €o: *fléohan became fleon, flee.
io+vowel became io: *tiohan became tion (téon), blame.

A short diphthong was lengthened by the absorption of a
following vowel:
ea--vowel became €a: *sleahan became sléan, sirike.
eo+4vowel became €o: *feohes became fZos, property (Gen.

Sing.).
io+vowel became io: *twioha became twio (tweo), doubt.
ie+vowel became ie: *iehe became ie, river (Dat. Sing.).

Apparent exceptions to this change are 2d sing. pres.
fehst, siehst (<*fohis, *siohis); 3d sing. fehb, siehp (< *fohib,
*siohip). The preservation of the originally intervocalic h is
due here to the syncopation of the following vowel i, which took
place before the disappearance of intervocalic h.

2. h between a liquid and a vowel also disappeared about

700. A short preceding diphthong is usually lengthened:

ea became éa: *mearhes became méares, of a horse; *Wealhas
became Wealas, foreigners.

eo became &o: *feorhes became feores, of a life; *seolhes
became seoles, of a seal.

LAaTE CHANGES IN VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS

264. During the historic period of OE a number of changes
took place in vowels and diphthongs.
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t265. In EWS, ie F:r ie, no matter of what origin, and with-
Eu : regarq to the adjacent sounds, frequently became i or i
f:s]l]de “-rhu:h appears also ie or ie. EWS giefan, gifan gfve"
n;e t, niht, _mglz!; s'c:eppend, scippend, creator; hierde ,hirde,
s_epherd; wielm, wilm, welling; hieran, hiran, hear: gieman'
glman, care J;or; fiend, find, foes; brie, bri, three. After w'
owever, 1e frequently appears in EW ! o 4 :
A gty S as y; e.g., wierde,
In LWS, ie or ie usuall y
! : Y appears as y or ¥, but i
especially when followed by ¢, g, h, or s, as i Er iu R
II:::;S i{f!:lll: wylm, hyran, gyman, fynd, pry.
thhan, laugh; niht, night; Iig, flame: fry
(EWS hliehhan, nieht, lieg, friest). R Tapste et

26(:. y or ¥ which came from u or i by i-umlaut became
LWS 1or i thru the influence of a following palatal; hige
mfnd; bicgan, buy,; pinéan, seem; brich® (briican) en ,'
(EWS hyge, bycgan, bynéan, brych). S

: 267. 10 and eo, the- diphthongs resulting from Breaking
ecame, as early as 900, ie, i, or y before hs and ht: Gme *sehs’
E\r‘gs .s[;eox >hWS siex, six, six; Gmc *reht, Prehist OE *reoht >’
riht, ryht, right; Gmc *cneht, Prehist OE *

cnieht, cniht, boy. orL A

In LWS the diphthong eo usually became u when it was
preceded by w and followed by r plus a consonant: EWS
weordan, LWS wurdan, become; EWS sweord, LWS swurd

sword.

LH = -
oF blnt brich (EWS‘ brycp) the ¢ was palatalised, that is fronted, in Prehist
» but probably did not undergo the further change to & The change to ¢

was hindered by t hi i
S i y the b which followed the cafter syncopation had taken place.
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268. ea, the diphthong resulting from Breaking, often
became EWS e before h: meahte, mehte, might; eahta, ehta,
eight; feaht, feht, fought; seah, seh, saw.

269. ea, of whatever origin, sometimes became EV\-FS e
when preceded by ¢, &, or sc: ceaster, cester, city; forgeaf,
forgef, forgave; sceal, scel, shall.

270. @a sometimes became EWS & when precede.d— by é.,_é,
or sc: géar, gér, year; ong€an, ongén, against; C€as, Ces,
chose; scéab, scep, sheath.

271. ¢a often became LWS & when followed by hp, .hs, or
hg: *eaghpyrel, chbyrel, window; héahsta, hehsta, highest;
néahgebiir, nehgebiir, neighbor.

272. &a often became LWS & when followed by_ h, g,_c:
téah, teh, drew; peah, beh, though; héah, heh, kigh; néah, néh,
near; €age, €ge, eye; €ac, €c, also.

273. LWS gd, gn. .
In LWS, g between a short vowel and a voiced dental was

frequently lost; the preceding vowel was lengthened: frignan
became frinan, ask; bregdan became bredan, move.

MORPHOLOGY

DECLENSIONS

301. The Old English declensions were historically the
same as those of Latin, Greek, Sanskrit, Gothic, Old Norse,
Old Saxon, and Old High German,

302. The Gmc noun in a prehistoric period was inflected
by adding to a stem various endings which indicated case and
number.

A stem seems originally to have consisted of an element
called a “base”or “root,” to which usually was added a suffix
consisting of a vowel (IE e, o, &, 1, u), or of a consonant (r),
or of a vowel plus a consonant (én, on, es, os, et, ot, etc.);
some words in the IE languages had stems consisting of a base
ending in a consonant to which the case endings were attached
without an intervening sufhx.

The classification of nouns in school grammars of Latin
does not conform to the scientific classification. The Lat
“first”” declension consists of IE d-stems; the “second” declen-
sion of IE o-stems; the ““third”’ of consonant-stems and i-stems;
the “fourth” of u-stems.

303. The vowel stems can be clearly distinguished in
Gothic, where, in the Acc. Plu., the case ending -ns (or -s) is
added to the stem. It must be remembered that IE o became
Gmc a, and IE a became Gmc 0.

1. IE o, Gmc a-decl. Goth Acc. Plu. daga-ns, days.

2. IE &, Gmc o8-decl. Goth Acc. Plu. gibo-s, gifts.

3. IE and Gmc i-decl. Goth Acc. Plu. gasti-ns, guests.

4. TE and Gmc u-decl. Goth Acc. Plu. sunu-ns, sons.

137
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CaseE ENDINGS

304. IE had eight cases: Nominative, Genitive, Dative,
Accusative, Vocative, Ablative, Instrumental, Locative. These
cases were distinguished by case endings which were added to
the stem. The IE case endings were so affected, however, by
Gmec and OE sound changes that in OE the fact that the
noun originally consisted of base, suffix, and case ending is
usually much obscured. In some forms, e.g., OE Nom. Sing.
de3 (<Gmc *dagaz) both the vowel suffix, indicating the
kind of stem, and the case ending have been completely lost.

Furthermore, in OE (as in most other IE languages) cases
have “fallen together,” that is, by phonetic change two or more
cases which were originally distinct have become identical, or
one case ending has been abandoned for another. Thus, of
the eight IE cases, OE has only four surviving in the noun, and
five in the adjective and pronoun: Nominative, Genitive,
Dative, Accusative, Instrumental.

305. Vowel Stems. Four kinds of Gmc vowel stems are
to be distinguished: a-stems (masc. and neut.), 6-stems (fem.),
i-stems (all genders), u-stems (all genders).

In OE nearly all the nouns originally belonging to the i-stems
and u-stems have ‘“‘gone over” to the a-stems or the 8-stems;
that is to say, the masculine and neuter i-stems and n-stems
exhibit the same inflectional endings as the a-stems, the femi-
nines the same endings as the 6-stems.

306. Consonant Stems. Several types of consonant stems
existed in OE. The original consonant stems are of two types:

1. Those consisting of a radical syllable+suffix ending in a
consonant, to which were added the primitive case endings.

The consonant stems of this first class had suffixes ending
in -n (huntan-), -z (lambaz-), -r (fa®¥r-), -p (monap-).
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2. Those consisting of a radical syllable ending in a consonant,
to which were added the primitive case endings.

The consonant stems of this second class end in any con-
sonant (mann, fot, boc).

3. In addition to these, certain derivative consonant stems
existed in OE which were originally present active participles
which became nouns of the agent, as féond, hater, enemy. The
stem of these nouns ends in -nd.

Nouns

MASCULINE AND NEUTER a-DECLENSION

307. The a-declension! consists of masculines and neuters.
It includes a-stems, ja-stems, and wa-stems.

MASCULINE a-STEMS

Monosyllables: stin, stone; deg, day, mearh, horse; eoh,
horse.

Singular
N. A. stdn deg mearh eoh
G. stanes deges méares €os
D. 1. stine dege méare €0

Plural

N. A. stanas dagas méaras
G. stina daga méara
D.I. stanum dagum méarum

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of stin was *stainaz.

For the change from a to @ in the Sing. of d=g, see 224.
For the disappearance of h in the oblique cases of mearh, eoh,
see 263.

! The Gmc a-declension corresponds to the Lat and Gr “second” declen-
sion (Lat servus, servos; Gr logos); it is sometimes calied the “o-declension,”
according to the IE terminology.
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308. Dissyllables: cyning, king; engel, angel; heofon,
heaven; fugol, bird.

Singular
N. A. cyning engel heofon fugol
G. cyninges engles heofones fugles
D.I. cyninge engle heofone fugle
Plural
N. A. cyningas englas heofenas fuglas
G. cyninga engla heofena fugla
D.I. cyningum  englum heofenum  fuglum

If the first syllable is long and if the second syllable is short,
as in engel, as a general rule the vowel which appears in the
second syllable of the Nom. Sing. does not appear in the in-
flected forms. If both syllables are short, the vowel which
appears in the second syllable of the Nom. Sing. sometimes
appears and sometime does not appear in the inflected forms.

NEUTER a-STEMS

309. Monosyllables: lim, limb; f=t, vessel; bam, bone;
word, word; feoh, property.

Singular
N. A. lim fat ban word feoh
G. limes fetes banes wordes feos
D.I. lime fxte bane worde feo

Plural

N. A. limu fatu ban word
G. lima fata bana worda
D.I. limum fatum banum wordum

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of lim was *limam.

In monosyllables the ending -u of the Nom.-Acc. Plu.
disappeared after a long syllable (see 256). For f€os, f€o, see
263.

DECLENSION—NOUNS 141

310, Dissyllables: tungol, star; water, waler; tacen, sign;

héafod, head.

A.

A.

Doz SYez
e

I
If th

311,

bRz Pez

L]
—
[

SezZ Y0Z

tungol
tungles
tungle

tungol (-glu) water(-u)

tungla
tunglum

Singular
waeter tacen
waeteres tacnes
waetere tacne
Plural
tacen(-u)

watera tacna
weterum tacnum

heafod
héafdes
heéafde

héaf(o)du
héafda
héafdum

e first syllable is long, and the second short, as in tungol,
the vowel which appears in the second syllable of the Nom.
Sing. generally does not appear in the inflected forms.

MASCULINE AND NEUTER ja-STEMS

Masculines: secg, man; here, army; ende, end.

Singular
A. secg here
secges her(i) ges
1. secge her(i) ge
Plural
A. secg(e)as her(i)gas
secg(e)a her(i) ga
& secg(e)um her(i) gum

ende
endes
ende

endas
enda
endum

Neuters: cynn, kin; rice, kingdom; westen, waste.

A. cyn(n)
cynnes

1. cynne

A. cyn(n)
cynna

Singular
rice
rices
rice

Plural
ricu
rica

. L cynnum ricum

westen
westennes
westenne

wéstennu
weéstenna
westennum



142 REFERENCE GRAMMAR

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of secg and cynn were *sazjaz
and *kunjam.

The j umlauted the vowel of the preceding syllable, and
geminated the final consonant (except r) if the vowel of the
preceding syllable was short (see 251, 238, 221). The j dis-
appeared except after r, as in herges (see 238).

In the Nom. Sing., secg and cynn, which exhibit no ending,
had originally short radical syllables; while ende and rice,
which exhibit the ending -e, had originally long radical syl-
lables.

In the Nom.-Acc. Neut. Plu., cynn, with no ending, had an
originally short radical syllable; while ricu, with -u, had an
originally long radical syllable.

wa-STEMS

313. Masculines: bearu, grove; bEow, servant.

Singular
N. A. bearu, -0 peo(w)
G. bearwes peowes
D.I. bearwe peowe
Plural
N. A. bearwas péowas
G. bearwa powa
D.I. bearwum péowum

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of bearu and peow were
*barwaz and *pewaz. When the ending -az was lost, -w
became vocalized to -u, often written =o. The -u remained
after a short syllable as in bearu. When the radical syllable
ended in a short vowel, the =u combined with the vowel to form
a diphthong. Thus Prim OE *pew>*peu>p€o. The -w of
beow is by analogy with the oblique cases. In the oblique
cases the original e of pgow became eo thru the influence of the

w that followed; this eo, which was originally short, was fre- -
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quently lengthened to €o thru the influence of the nominative
form peo(w).

314. Neuters: bealu, evil; cnéo, knee.

Singular

N. A. bealu, -0 cnéo(w)

G. bealwes cnéowes

D. 1. bealwe cnéowe

Plural

N. A. bealu, -0 cnco(w), -wu
G. bealwa cnéowa

D.I. bealwum cnéowum

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of bealu was *balwam.

FEMININE 0-DECLENSION

315. The o6-declension® consists of feminine nouns only.
It includes 6-stems, j6-stems, and wé-stems.

FEMININE 0-STEMS

giefu, gifi; lar, wisdom. -

Singular Plural
N. giefu lar giefa, -e lara, -e
G. giefe lare giefa, -ena lara, -na, -ena
D.1. giefe lare giefum larum
A. giefe lare giefa, -e lara, -e

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of giefu was *gebo.

The Nom. Sing. ending -u was retained after a short syl-
lable, but was lost after a long syllable (see 256).

The ending -ena, -na of the Gen. Plu., which occurs in some
words of this class beside the regular Gen. Plu. ending -a, is

* The Gmc 8-declension corresponds to the Lat and Gr “first” declension
(Lat m&nsa-); it is sometimes called the “&-declension,” according to the IE
terminology.
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after the analogy of the n-stems. It occurs chiefly in words
with short stems.

316. Dissyllables: firen, crime; sawol, soul.

Singular Plural
N. firen sawol N. A. firena, -e sawla, -e
G. firene sawle firena sawla
D. 1. firene sawle firenum  sawlum

A. firene sawle
In the Nom. Sing. no endings occur.
If the radical syllable is long, as in sawol, the vowel of tl}e
second syllable of the Nom. Sing. generally does not appear in
the inflected forms.

FEMININE J0-STEMS

317. Monosyllables: synn, sin; gierd, rod.

Singular Plural
N. syn(n) gierd N.A. synna,-e gierda, -e
G. synne gierde G. synna gierda
D.I. synne gierde D.I. synnum  gierdum
A. synne gierde

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of synn was *sunjd. The j
umlauted the radical vowel, and geminated the final consonant
of a short radical syllable (see 251, 221). In Prehist OE
*synnu the Nom. Sing. ending -u was then lost after the long
syllable, as also in *gierdu, originally long (see 256).

318. Polysyllables: byrben, burden.

Singular Plural
N. byrpen byrbenna, -e
G. byrbenne byrpenna
D.I. byrbenne byrpennum

A. byrpenne byrpenna, -e
The j geminated the preceding consonant (see 221).
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FEMININE wW0-STEMS
319. beadu, baitle; m&d, meadow; cléa, claw.

Singulat
N. beadu méd cléa(w)
G. beadwe madwe clawe
D.I. beadwe medwe clawe
A. beadwe madwe clawe
Plural
N. A. beadwa, -¢ madwa, -e cléa
G. beadwa madwa clawa
D.I. beadwum m&dwum cleam

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of beadu was *badwd. In
the Nom. Sing. *-wo became -wu, and w disappeared, because
followed by the rounded vowel -u.

Nom. Sing. -u was lost after a long syllable, as in m&d (see
256).

In the Nom. Sing. cleéa(w), *clawu>*clau>cléa (see 233).
The (w) is by analogy from the oblique cases.

OTrER FEMININE NoOUNSs
320. Old English had also three groups of feminine nouns,
of different history from the 8-stems, but usually showing in

OE the same endings as the regular 5-stems. These nouns
may, therefore, be considered here.

FEMININE STEMS IN -1pd

321. Prim Gmc formed from adjectives a number of
abstract nouns in -ips, e.g., *stranzibs, OE strengpu, -o,
strength.

Singular Plural
N. strengpu, -o, strengp strengba, -e, -u, -0

G. strengbpe, -u, -o strengpa
D.1. strengpe, -u, -o strengpum
A. strengpe, -u, -0 strengba, -e, -u, -0
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In Prehist OE the radical vowel was umlauted and the
medial vowel syncopated (see 2515 260, 4). In the Nom. Sing.,
the -u sometimes appears, sometimes not. The -u of the Nom.
Sing. was often levelled into the oblique cases.

FEMININE STEMS IN =in

322. Prim Gmc also formed abstract nouns from adjectives
by means of the suffix -in. Cf. Goth briidei, Gen. Sing.
braideins; ModHG Breite, breadth. In Prehist OE the -i
of the stem was shortened to -i; i umlauted the radical vowel.

But very early the nouns with this stem were remodelled
after the analogy of the d-stems, the suffix -in giving way to
Nom. Sing. -u, -0, G.D.A, -e. Later the -u, -o of the Nom.
was levelled into the other cases of the Sing.

br®du, breadih

Singular Plural
N. brzdu, -0 N.A. br&da, -e; -u, -0
G.D.I1I.A. br&de, -u, -0 G. brada

D.1I. br&dum

FEMININE STEMS IN -ing-0, -ung-0

323. Prim Gmc formed abstract nouns in -ingd, -ungdo,
-angd, chiefly from second weak verbs. In OE the ending
-ung has been generalized, so that -ing is of comparatively
infrequent occurrence; -ang occurs rarely, if ever, in OE.

leornung, learning

Singular Plural
N. leornung N. leornunga, -e
G. leornunga, -e G. leornunga
D.I. leornunga, -e D.I1. leornungum
A. leornunga, -e A. leornunga, -e
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i-STEMS

324. The i-declension includes masculine, feminine, and
neuter nouns. In OE the great majority of original i-stems
appear with the endings of a- or §-stems throughout

Masculines: wine, friend; giest, stranger, guest.

Singular Plural
N. A. wine giest wine, -as  giestas
G. wines giestes wina giesta
D.I. wine gieste winum giestum

dl:: Prir'n Gmc thc.: Nom. Sing. of wine and giest were *winiz
a:1 ;astiz'. 'I:he -i of Ehe stem umlauted the radical vowel
]( z,astltj? ]ga:sh>*geast1>§iest). Final -1 was lost after a
ong radical syllable, but i i
Py remained after a short radical syllable
. The endings -es of the Gen. Sing., -as of the Nom.-Acc

h{., -a of .the Gen. Plu., and -um of the Dat. Plu. are ana-
logical endings from the masculine a-stems

A few plurals, especiall I

A g; y the names of tribes of peoples
;ietam the old ending -e of the Nom.-Acc. Plu: Dene.pDaI:wsl'
:lgle, (tkc)' English; Mierce, the Mercians; Northymbre, th.;
A.an‘.}mm.bnam; Seaxe, the Saxons. So also ielde, men; wine
frte:;ds; ielfe, elves; and liode, 12ode, peoples ’ '
few words like Dene and win e i

. i € sometl

Gen. Plu. Denigea and winigea. SRS AR

325. Long-Stemmed Feminines: cwén, queen.

Singular Plural

N. cwen cwéne

G. cwene cwéna
D.I. cwéne cwEnum

A. cwen, (-e) CWEne

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of cwén was *kw®niz.
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The Acc. Sing. with no ending is a distinguiishing mark of
these nouns; the Acc. Sing. of Fem. d-stems ends in -e. '

The short feminine i-stems went over to the 9-stems In
Prehist OE, so that only the umlaut of the radical vowel
discloses their original declension.

326. Neuters: spere, spear.

Singular Plural
N. A. spere speru, -0
G. speres spera
D.1. spere sperum

The Gen. Sing. and all the cases of the plural are analogical
formations after the neuter a-stems.

327. Long-Stemmed Neuters: fl&@sc, flesh.

Singular Plural
N. A. fl@sc flesc
G. fl@sces fl®sca
D.I. fl&sce flescum

Like fl@sc are declined a few long-stemmed neuters. Since
the radical syllable is long, no endings occur in the Nom.-Acc.
Sing. and Plu.

u-STEMS

328. This declension includes masculines, feminines, and
neuters. The great majority of these nouns appear, however,
with the endings of the a- or 6-stems.

Masculines: sunu, son; feld, field.

Singular Plural
N.A. sunu, -0, -a feld suna felda, -as
G. suna felda, feldes suna felda

D. 1. suna felda, -e sunum feldum
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In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of sunu was *sunuz. Only a
small number of short-stemmed masculine u-stems are found
in OE. Only sunu and wudu are fully declined.

In long stems, like feld, the -u of the Nom.-Acc. Sing. has
disappeared.

329. Feminines: Only a few feminine u-stems remain in

literary OE: duru, door; hand (hond), hand; flor, floor; cweorn,
mill.

Singular Plural
N.A. duru cweorn dura, -u cweorna
G. dura cweorna dura cweorna
D.I. dura, -u cweorna durum cweornum

In Prim Gmc the Nom. Sing. of duru was *duruz. The long
stems have lost the -u in the Nom-Acc. Sing (see 256).

330. Neuters: The neuter u-stems have all but dis-
appeared in literary OE. The only trace is WS fela, feola,
much, indeclinable.

ConNsoNANT STEMS
ORIGINAL CONSONANT STEMS
n-STEMS

331. The n-stems correspond to Latin nouns like homo,
hominis; nomen, nominis. The n, which in OE looks like a
case ending, belonged originally to the suffix which was added
to the base of the word to form the stem (see 302, 306). The
relation between the n and the case ending, however, is still ap-
parent in the OE Gen. Plu.

Masculines: hunta, hunter; frea, lord.

Singular Plural
N. hunta fréa huntan fréan
G. huntan fréan huntena fréana
D.I. huntan fréan . huntum fréa(u)m
A. huntan fréan huntan fréan
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332. Feminines: tunge, fongue.

Singular Plural
N. tunge tungan
G. tungan tungena
D.I1. tungan tungum
A. tungan tungan

333. Neuters: Only two words in OE are invariably
declined according to this declension: €age, eye; €are, car;
wange, cheek, is sometimes inflected as a neuter n-stem.

Singular Plural

N.A. e&age €agan
G. @€agan €agena
D.I. €agan €agum

NEUTER iz-, az-STEMS

334. The neuter iz-, az-stems® correspond to the Latin

neuters like genus, generis.
lamb (lomb), lamb.

Singular Plural
N.A. lamb lambru
G. lambes lambra
D.1. lambe lambrum

Like lamb (lomb) are declined ¢ealf, calf; ®8, egg; and
occasionally ¢ild, child.

In OE these words show ‘the characteristic -r- (< Gmc -2-)
only in the plural. The other nouns which originally belonged
here have the endings of other declensions. .

For an account of the “es, os-declension,” see Wright,

Old English Grammar, §419.

3 The OE grammars usually call these “‘es-, os-stems,” using the 1E
terminology.
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r-STEMS

335. To this declension belong nouns of relationship in
-r: fxder, father; brobor, brother; mddor, mother; dohtor,
daughler; sweostor, sister, and the collective plurals gebrdpor,
-ru, brethren; gesweostor, -ru, sisters.

Singular Plural
N. f=der bropor federas  bropor, bropru
G. feder, -eres bropor federa bropra
D. f{ader bréper federum broprum

A. fader brdpor faderas  brobor, -ru
dohtor has Dat. Sing. dehter, Nom. Acc. Plu. dehter; mador

has Dat. Sing. méder, Nom. Acc. Plu. mddor, -dru, -dra.
The umlaut in the Dat. Sing. and Nom. Plu. is due to the

Prim Gmc endings -i and -iz; the forms were Dat. Sing.
*dohtri; Nom. Plu. *dohtriz.

The umlauted radical vowel often appears in the Gen.
Sing. of fems.: méder, dehter.

STEMS IN =)

336. In OE only four nouns belonging to this declension are
found:

Masculines, hale, haleb, man; monap, month; feminine
mageb, maiden; neuter, ealu, ale.

Singular
N. A. hzle, hzlep monap mag(e)p ealu
G. h=lepes monapes meag(e)p ealop
D.I. halepe monape meg(e)p ealop
Plural
N. A. hale)p monabp mzg(e)h
G. helepa mon(e)pa mag(e)pa  ealepa
D.I1. hzlepum mén(e)pbum meg(e)pum
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The -}b is not phonetically regular in the Nom. Sing., but
was levelled from the cases where it was regular. The ‘old
Nom. Sing. is preserved in hzle and ealu. The Gen. Sing.
ending -es of hzlepes and monabes is from the a-stems. These
two words also have Nom. Plu. in -as, hzlepas and monebas.

Root CONSONANT STEMS
337. In this class the primitive case endings were attached
directly to the final consonant of the root or base. 'I"he class
includes masculines, feminines, and one neuter. Examples
are: masculines, mann, man; fot, foot; feminines, boc, book;
burg, cily.

Singular

N. A. mann fot boc bnr.g'

G. mannes fotes boce, bé¢ byng §
D. 1. menn fet b&c byrg, byng

Plural .

N. A. menn fet bec byrg, byng

G. manna fota baca burga
D.1. mannum  fotum  bdcum burgum

Other nouns belonging to this declension are tab, footh;
Nom. Plu. tép, masc.; and gos, goose, Nom. Plu. gfea, fem.

In Prim Gme the Dat. Sing. ended in -i (*foti1), the Ni)m‘
Plu. in -iz. The -i and -iz were lost after umlauting theﬂradlc.al
vowel (see 255). The umlauted forms of the Gen. Sing. 1'1:1
feminines are historically datives; those of the Acc. Plu. in
masculines and feminines are analogical after the Nom. Plu.

338. Neuter: The only neuter of this class is the word
scriid, garment.

Singular Plural
N. A. scrid scriid
G. scriides scrida
D. 1. secryd scriidum
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The only trace of the original inflection in this word is the

Dat.-Inst. Sing. seryd. Otherwise it is declined like a neuter
a-stem.

DERIVATIVE CONSONANT STEMS
nd-StEMS

339. The -nd declension consists of original present partici-
ples used as nouns: fréond, friend; hettend, enemy.

Singular
N. A. fréond N. A. hettend
G. fréondes G. hettendes
D. 1. friend, fréonde D. 1. hettende
Plural
N. A. friend, fréond, hettend, hettende,
freondas hettendas
G. fréonda hettendra
D.I. fréondum hettendum

Prim Gmc Dat. Sing. *frijondi> Prehist OE*friondi> friend.
Prim Gmc Nom. Plu. *frijondiz> Prehist OE *friondi> friend.

The ending -€ of the Nom. Plu. hettende is from the adjec-
tive (pronominal) declension, as is also the ending -ra of the
Gen. Plu. hettendra.

Pronouns

PERSoNAL PrRONOUNS

340. First Person.

Singular Dual Plural
N. ¢ wit we

G. min uncer iser, ure
D. meé unc us

A. mec, mé uncit, unc asie, is
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341. Second Person.

Singular Dual Plural
N. puo git ge
G. bpin incer éower, iower
D. pe inc gow, iow
A. Dbec, be incit, inc gowié, Eow, iow

342. Third Person.

Singular
Masculine Feminine Neuter
N. he h€o, hie hit
G. his hiere, hire, hyre his
D. him hiere, hire, hyre him
A. hine ‘hie, hi, hy hit

Plural—All Genders
hie, hi, hy; héo, hio
hiera, hira, hyra; heora, hiora
him ; heom
hie, hi, hy; héo, hio

>oQZ

REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS

343. Old English did not have an independent reflexive
pronoun. The corresponding forms of the personal pronouns
were used for the reflexive pronoun.

PossesSIVE PRONOUNS

344. Possessive pronouns are declined as strong adjectives.
They are: min, mine; pin, thine; sin, his, her, etc.; uncer,
of us two; incer, of you two; ilire, user, our; éower, 10Wer, your.
In addition, the genitives of the third personal pronoun are
used to indicate possession.
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DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

345. The Demonstrative s&, s€o (sio), pat, tha.

Singular Plural
Masculine Feminine Neuter All genders
N. se s€o, 510 bt pa
G. Dbas p&re paes bara, p&ra
D. paxm, pam b&re p&m, pam p&m, pim
A. pone, pxne, pane pa paet pa

L. }§, bon, b
346. The Demonstrative pés, peos (bios), bis, this.

b¥, bon, pe

Singular
Masculine Feminine Neuter
N. pes pEos, bios pis
G. Dis(s)es pisse, bis(se)re pis(s)es
D. pis(s)um pisse, pis(se)re pis(s)um
A. pisne pas pis
I. }pys pisse, pis(se)re bys
Plural
All Genders
N. pas
G. Dissa, beossa, pissera
D. pis(s)um, bys(s)um, peos(s)um
A. pas

RELATIVE PRONOUNS

347. No relative pronoun existed in IE or Gmec. The
relative clause construction was a late independent develop-
ment in the separate languages.

I. In OE the word pe was used as a relative pronoun. It

is found

(a) by itself, e.g., s€ stin be, the stone that (the builders

rejected);
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(b) in combination with the various forms of sg, séo, pet,
e.g., Augustinum pone pe hi gecoren haefdon, Augustine,
whom they had chosen;

(c) occasionally in combination with a form of the personal
pronoun, e.g., Fader iire, pii be eart on heofenum, Our
Father, who art in heaven.

II. The demonstrative s&, s€o, bzt may be used as a
relative pronoun, e.g., pa féng Nero to rice, s¢ forlet Britena,
then came Nero to the throne, who lost Britain.

I1I. swylé, such, is sometimes used as a relative pronoun,
e.g., hé séce swylcne hlaford, swylcne hé wile, let him seek
such a lord as he may choose.

1V. swid, so, as, is sometimes used as a relative, e.g.,
swylcra yrmbpa, swa b unc ®r scrife, of such miseries as thou
before assigned to us.

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN

348. The simple interrogative pronoun has two genders,
there being no independent form for the feminine. It is
declined only in the singular.

Masculine Neuter
N. hwa hwet
G. hwas hwas
D. hw&m, hwim hw#®m, hwam
A. hwone, hwane, hwene hwet
I. hwi, hwy, hwon hwi, hw¥, hwon

INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

349. OE has a variety of words used as indefinite pronouns.
Interrogative pronouns are often used as indefinite pronouns:
hwa (who?), someone, anyone; hwat (what?), something, any-
thing; hwelé, hwile (which?), someone; hwaber (who of two?).
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someone. These pronouns are given a more general meaning
by being used with swa . . . swa, e.g., swa hwi swa, whoever.

350. Other indefinite pronouns are made from hwa,
hwet, hwelé, hweper by composition:

(1) With the indeclinable hwugu, hugu: hwat(h)wugu,
something, hwelé¢(h)wugu, anyone.

(2) With the prefix ge-:
gehwa, everyone, gehwele, everyone, gehwmper, each of two.

(3) With the prefix a-:
ahwi, anyone, ahwat, anything, ahwaber, awper, auper, aper,
owber, either, each.

(4) With the prefix na <ne-}ia- (negative):
nahwa=ber, neither.

(5) With the prefix g <a+*gi-:

@ghwa, any one; @ghweat, anything; &ghwaper, any one.

(6) With a-, 6-, or ni-, no-+wiht:
awiht, &uht, duht, aht, anything.
owiht, owuht, oht, anything.
nawiht, nowiht, naht, noht, nothing.

(7) With the verb nat (“I know not”) prefixed to hwa,
hwelc: nathwa, nathwele, anyone whatever (literally, I know
not who, which).

(8) Indefinite pronouns are made also from numerals: nian
(< ne--an), no one; oper, another, other. These, together with
the indefinite swel¢, swil¢, such a one; sum, some one, are
declined like strong adjectives.

(9) The substantive man(n), one, they, people, men, is also
used as an indefinite pronoun.

Adjectives

351. For an explanation of the use of the strong and the
weak adjective declensions, see Chapter VII, 77.
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STRONG DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES
a-, 0-STEMS

352. Short-stemmed adjective: sum, some.

Singular
Masculine Feminine Neuter
N. sum sumu sum
G. sumes sumre sumes
D. sumum sumre sumum
A. sumne sume sum
I. sume sumre sume
Plural
N. A. sume suma, -€ sumu, -€
G. sumra sumra sumra
D. 1. sumum sumum sumum
353. Long-stemmed adjective: god, good.
Singular
Masculine Feminine Neuter
N. god god god
G. godes godre godes
D. godum godre godum
A. godne gode god
1. gode godre gode
Plural
N.A. gode goda, gode god, gode
G. godra godra godra

D.I. godum godum godum
The ending -e of the Nom.-Acc. Plu. Neut. is after the
analogy of the masculines and feminines.
The Nom, Sing. Fem. and the Nom.-Acc. Plu. Neut. of
god lost the final -u because of the long radical syllable.
Forms like hwate, Nom. Plu. of hwzt, have a (instead of )
by analogy with such plural forms as hwatu, hwata, hwatum.
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354. Adjectives in -h: héah, high.

Because of the disappearance of intervocalic h in OE, many
forms of héah show contraction (see 263). Such are Nom.
Sing. Fem. h€a (<*h&ahu); Gen. Sing. Masc. and Neut.
heas; Dat. Sing. Masc. and Neut. héa(u)m; Nom.-Acc. Plu.
heéa. Forms like Gen.-Dat. Sing. Fem. héa(r)re, Gen. Plu.
hea(r)ra, Acc. Sing. Masc. héa(n)ne, frequently have -rr-,
-nn-, by assimilation of -hr-, -hn-.

355. Polysyllabic Adjectives.

Polysyllabic adjectives are to be divided into two classes:
(1) those with short radical syllables, like manig, many, open,
open, coren, chosen; (2) those with long radical syllables, like
halig, holy, 15tel, little, holpen, helped.

(1) Those with short radical syllables retain the vowel of
the second syllable throughout. The endings of the strong
declension are the same as those of long monosyllabic adjectives
like god, good.

(2) Those with long radical syllables when declined strong
usually do not retain the vowel of the second syllable if the
endings begin with a vowel. Thus the strong Masc. Sing. of
halig is declined Nom. hilig, Gen. halges, Dat. halgum, Acc.
haligne, Inst. halge. When declined weak, the vowel of the
second syllable rarely appears. Thus the weak Masc. Sing. is
declined, Nom. hilga, Gen. Dat. Acc. Inst. halgan (see 258,
260). The endings of the strong declension are the same as
those of short monosyllabic adjectives like sum, some.

Analogy: Forms like hiliges, haligum, halige, haligan, are
due to the analogy of forms like halig, haligne, which kept the
vowel of the second syllable.

ja-, }6-STEMS

356. In adjectives with stems originally ending in -ja, -jo,
the -j- umlauted the radical vowel. When the radical syllable
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was originally short, as in midd, middle, nytt, useful, the final
consonant had already been geminated in WGmc. Adjectives
with originally short stems are declined like the a-, 0-stem
adjectives, e.g., god; adjectives with originally long radical

syllables are declined like gréne, green.

357. gréne, green.

Singular
Masculine Feminine  Neuter
N. grene grénu, -0 grene
G. grénes grénre grénes
D. grénum grénre grénum
A. grénne grene gréne
1. gréne grenre grene
Plural
N. A. gréne gréna, -e grenu
G. grenra grenra grénra
D.I. grénum grénum grenum
358. wa-, wo-stems: gearu, ready.
Singular
Masculine Feminine Neuter
N. gearu, -0 gearu, -0 gearu, -0
G. gearwes gearore gearwes
D. gearwum gearore gearwum
A. gearone gearwe gearu, -0
I. gearwe gearore gearwe
Plural
N.A. gearwe gearwa, -e  gearu, -0
G. gearora gearora gearora
D.I. gearwum gearwum  gearwum

359. The i-stem adjectives, which were few in number, in
OE take the same endings as the ja-, jo-stem adjectives like
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g¢réne. Thus are declined bryce, brittle; gemyne, mindful;
swice, deceitful; blipe, joyful; cl&ne, clean; swéte, sweet, etc.

u-STEMS

360. Only slight traces of u-stem adjectives are found in
OE. cwic, alive, and wlae, tepid, occasionally have the Nom.
Sing. Masc. cwucu, wlacu; and cwic sometimes has the Acc.
Sing. Masc. cucune. As a rule, however, these adjectives
are declined throughout like a-, 0-stems.

DECLENSION OF PARTICIPLES

361. Present Participle.

The present participle may be declined strong or weak.
When declined strong, it is declined like a long-stemmed ja-,
jo-stem.

When used predicatively, the present participle is usually
uninflected; thus, giefende is used as masculine, feminine, or
neuter, singular or plural.

362. Past Participle.

The past participle is declined strong or weak in accordance
with the same rules and with the same endings as an ordinary
adjective.

WEAK DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES

363. goda, good.

Singular Plural
Masculine Feminine Neuter All Genders
N. goda gode gode N.A. godan

G.D.I. godan godan godan

G. godena, godra
A. godan godan gode

D.I. godum
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COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES

364. The suffix which forms the comparative degree of the
adjective appears in OE as -ra. Prim Gmc used two suffixes,
.=iz- and -0z-, to which were added the case endings of the weak
adjective. In WGme, -iza became -ira, and -6za became -o‘ra;
in Prehist OE -i- of -ira umlauted the vowel of the radxc_al
syllable. Most adjectives in Gmc and Prehist OE ended in
-6za (-ora), but after the period of umlaut had passed, -ra
(< *-ira <*-iza) completely supplanted -ora. Thisis the reason
for the prevailing lack of umlaut in OE adjectives on the one
hand, and the regular ending -ra on the other.

earm, poor—earmra;

18of, dear—l€ofra;

sled, glad—gladra;

gearu, ready—gearora (~o0- <vocalized -w-);

néah, near—neahra, néarra (-rr- from assimilation of -hr-).

365. Only a few adjectives in OE have umlaut of the
radical syllable. ]

brad, broad—br@dra, beside bradra; eald, old—uzldra;
feorr, far—fierra; geong, young—gingra; gréat, greal—grietra;
heah, high—hiehra, hierra, beside heahra; lang, long—lengra;
sceort, shori—scyrtra. '

The comparative forms in OE were declined weak.

THE SUPERLATIVE

366. The two suffixes which formed the superlative degree
of the adjective appear in OE as -est and -ost. In Prim Gmc
these suffixes were -ist and -ost. The ending -ost is the most
frequent in literary OE. The adjectives which had the Prim
Gme ending -ist were comparatively few in number; they show
umlaut of the radical vowel.

Examples:

(a) Superlative in -ost(a); earmost(a), l€ofost(a), gle-

dost(a).
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(b) Superlative in -est(a) ; ieldest(a), fierrest(a), gingest(a).
The superlative forms in OE were frequently declined weak.

IRREGULAR COMPARISON

367. In the case of some adjectives, the comparative and
superlative are formed from a different root from that of the
positive.

80d, good—bet(e)ra, bettra—bet(e)st(a); selra, sélla.

Itel, little—l@ssa—l&st(a).

micel, great—mara—mast(a).

ylel, evil—wiersa—wierrest(a), wierst(a).

368. In afew cases comparative and superlative adjectives
were formed on the basis of prepositions and adverbs. In
such cases the positive degree does not exist as an adjective.

(feorr), far—fierra—fierrest(a);

(neah), near—near(r)a—niehst(a);

(#r), earlier—®rresta;

(fore), before—furpra—fyrest(a), the first.

369. forma, first (cf. fore, before); hindema, hindmost
(cf. hindan, behind); meduma, average (cf. midd, middle of), and
other similar words, were originally superlatives formed with the
suffix -umo. Many of these words have acquired thru analogy
the ending -est, so that the superlative ending appears to be
-mest. The comparative, when it occurs, usually ends in -erra.

Most of the adjectives in this group are like those of the
preceding group in that they are formed on the basis of prep-
ositions and adverbs, and that no positive degree exists.

(efter), after zfterra xftemest(a)
(ast), eastward €asterra castmest(a)
(fore), before forma, fyrmesta
(hindan), behind hindema
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(inne), within innerra
(1et), late letra
(midd), middle

(nioban), below niperra

(norb), northwards

(sib), late

(siih), southwards

(ufan), above
(ute), without

(west), westward

norperra, nyrpra
sipra

siiperra, syperra
uferra, yferra
uterra, yterra

westerra

NUMERALS

370. The cardinal and ordinal

follows:

Cardinals

1. an

twégen, ti, twa
prie, prio, préo

. fiower, fEower

fif

. siex, six
. siofon, seofon

eahta

. migon

. tien, tyn

. endlefan, -leofan, -lufan
. twelf

. préotiene, -téne, -tyne

. féowertiene

. fiftiene

REFERENCE GRAMMAR

innemest(a)

letemesta

meduma, medema, mid-
mesta

ni(o)pemest(a)

norpmesta

sipemesta

siipmest(a)

ufemest(a), yfemest(a)

iit(e)mest(a), yt(e)-
mest(a)

westmesta

numbers in OE are as

Ordinals

forma, formesta, fyrmest,

fyrst, ®rest
ober, miterra
pridda
feowerpa, feorpa
fifta
siexta
seofopa, seofeba
eahtopa, -epa, -eoba
nigopa, -epa, -eoba
téopa
endlefta, ellefta
twelfta
préotéoba
feowertéopa
fifteopa
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16. siextiene siextéopa
17. seofontiene seofontéoba
18. eahtatiene eahtatéoba
19. nigontiene nigontéopa
20. twentig twéntigopa, -tigha, -tiga
21. an ond twéntig an ond twéntigopa
30. pritig pritigopa
40. feowertig feowertigopa
50. fiftig fiftigopa
60. siextig siextigoba
70. (hund)seofontig (hund)seofontigopa
80. (hund)eahtatig (hund)eahtigopa
90. (hund)nigontig (hund)nigontigopa

100. hundtgontig, hund, hundred  hundtéontigopa
110. hundendlefantig, hundendleftigopa

hundelleftig
120. hundtwelftig
200. twa (ta) hund
1000. piisend

hundtwelftigopa

DEcCLENSION OF NUMERALS

371. an, one, which is sometimes & numeral and sometimes
an adjective, is declined with the endings of the strong declen-
sion of the adjective; the Acc. Sing. Masc., however, occurs in
two forms, @nne, and @nne (<*anina), the latter occurring
more frequently. The Masc.-Neut. Inst. Sing. is #ne or ane.
Plural forms are used in the sense of only, and in the phrase
anra gehwyle, each one. ana, declined weak, means alone.

372. twegen, fwo, is declined as follows:

Masculine Feminine Neuter

N.A. twégen twa tid, twa

G. twéga, twEgra twéga, twégra twéga, twégdra
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D.I. tw&m, twam tw&m, twam twe&m, twam

Like twégen is declined bégen, both; Fem. ba, Neut. b,
G. bégra, D. b&m, bam.

The forms of the N.-A. are used almost interchange-
ably in all genders. Thus twa is feminine, but is sometimes
used as a neuter, sometimes also as a masculine. With two
nouns of different gender, the neuter form is usually employed.

373. prie, three, is declined as follows:

Masculine Feminine Neuter
N.A. brie, bri preéo préo
G. préora préora préora
D.I. prim prim prim

The other cardinal numbers are generally not inflected.
They are chiefly used either as indeclinable adjectives or as
nouns governing the genitive; for example, on fif dagam, in
five days; pritig daga, thirty days.

374. The ordinals, except oper, are declined like weak
adjectives. odper is declined as a strong adjective.

Adverbs

375. Most adverbs in OE are formed from adjectives, or
are case forms of adjectives or nouns used adverbially.

1. Adverbs are regularly formed from adjectives by the
ending -e: heard, hard—hearde, boldly. If the adjective
ends in -e, the adverb is identical with the adjective; blipe,
joyful—Dblibe, joyfully.

2. Many adjectives were formed from nouns by the addition
of the suffix -lic. Thus the noun fréond, friend, was the basis
of the adjective fréond-li¢, friendly. From such adjectives
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were formed adverbs by the addition of the regular adverbial
ending -e; thus fréond-lic-e, in a friendly manner. The whole
ending -li¢-e then came to be felt to be an adverbial ending,
and was freely attached to adjectives also; thus, eornost,
earnest, was made into an adverb eornostlice.

3. Adverbs are formed from adjectives and other words by
means of the suffixes -unga, -inga; —eallunga, entirely, from
eall, all; holinga, slanderously, from holian, to slander.

4. The case forms of adjectives and nouns are frequently
used adverbially.

a. Acc. Sing.:

eall, altogether, completely; lytel, Iyt, little; gendg, enough;
fyn.:, gefyrn, formerly; full, Jully; ealneg, always (<*ealne
v;reg); and compounds of -weard, originally an adjective:
tpweard, upward; norp(e)weard, northward; and niperweard,
downward.

b. Gen. Sing.:

deges, daily, by day; orpances, heedlessly; selfwilles,
voluntarily. This -es then came to be felt to be an adverbial
ending-, and was added to feminines, as in niedes, needs, of neces-
stty; nihtes, nightly, by night. The Gen. Sing. used adverbially
was also combined with prepositions as in to-zfenes, fill eve-
ning; to-gifes, freely, gratis; to-middes, amidst, among.

c. Gen. Plu.: geara, of yore.

d. Dat.-Inst. Sing.:

facne, very; sire, sorely; deg-hwim, daily; micle, much.

e. Dat-Inst. Plu., especially in forms with -m@lum:
geardagum, in days of yore, formerly; hwil-tidum, af times;
brzmmnm, powerfully; drop-m&lum, drop by drop; stund-
m&lum, now and then; stycée-m@lum, here and there, piece-
meal; miclum, very: Ijtlum, litile.
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376. The chief adverbs of place are the following:

Rest Motion towards Motion from
feorr(an), far feorr feorran
foran, before fore foran
hér, here hider heonan
hindan, behind hinder hindan
hwr, where hwider hwanon
inne, innan, within in(n) innan
néah, near néar néan
nioban, beneath niper niopan
pa&r, there pider panan, ponan
uppe, up, above up(p) uppan
ute, atan, oulside ut utan

377. The suffix -an was added to other adverbs to signify
motion from: si)p, southwards, sipan, from the south; €astan,
norpan, westan, are thus formed.

COMPARISON OF ADVERBS

378. The comparative of adverbs ends in -or; swipe,
exceedingly, swipor; georne, eagerly, geornor.

The superlative ends in -ost, e.g., swipost, geornost.

A few OE adverbs show traces of the comparative in -iz.
These are monosyllables and can be recognized as comparatives
only by the umlaut. Examples are: leng, longer; s&ft, softer;
bet (< *batiz), better. These adverbs form the superlative in
-(e)st: lengest, betst. @r (<*airiz), earlier, @®rest, earliest,
though it has no positive, belongs to this group.

Verbs

379. OEF, like the other Gmc languages, has two kinds of
verbs, strong and weak.
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The strong verbs form the preterit tense and the past par-
ticiple by means of a change of the radical vowel (ablaut),
e.g., Pres. Inf. findan, Pret. Sing. fand, Pret. Plu. fundon,
Past Participle, funden.

The weak verbs form their preterit by means of a suffix
containing d or t.

The intensive and perfective prefix ge- sometimes seems to
be used as a past participial prefix. But ge- is prefixed to so
many verbs in the present and preterit, and is so frequently
lacking in the past participle, that it cannot be regarded as a
fixed past participial prefix.

380. The OE verb has (in addition to the infinitive and
participles) three moods, the indicative, the subjunctive, and
the imperative. It has two tenses, the present and the preterit
(or past), and each tense has two numbers, singular and plural.

381. To some extent new perfect compound tenses appear
in OE; they are formed by a combination of the past participle
of intransitive verbs with wesan, of transitive verbs with
habban:

Di mé forl®red hafst, Thou hast seduced me.

Norphymbre ond Eastengle hefdon Zlfréde cyninge apas
geseald, The Northumbrians and East-Angles had given oaths to
King Alfred.

Da wes ford cumen géoc =fter gyrne, Then was come forth
comfort after grief.

382. The OE verb has no special form for the passive voice.
For this voice are used compound forms made by combining
the past participle with béon, wesan, or weorpan.

Beon 9a oferhjdegan ealle gescende, May the proud be
confounded.

baes geares wirun ofslzgene nigon eorlas, That year were
slain nine earls. ;
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pas géares wurdon nigon folcgefeoht gefohten, That year
nine battles were fought.

383. The principal parts of a strong verb are the Infinitive,
the Preterit Indicative 1 Singular, the Preterit Indicative
Plural, and the Past Participle.

The principal parts of a weak verb are the Infinitive, the
Preterit Indicative 1 Singular and the Past Participle.

STrRONG VERBS

384. In OE, as in the other Gmc languages, there are seven
classes of strong verbs (frequently called “ablaut series”),
each of the first six classes being marked by a distinctive series
of vowel changes.

Crass I

385. The OE ablaut of Class I was: i;a;1;1. The Prim
Gmc ablaut was: i; ai; 1;1. Representative verbs are:

bidan, await bad bidon biden
bitan, bite bat biton biten
drifan, drive draf drifon drifen
gewitan, go gewat gewiton gewiten
ridan, ride rad ridon riden
risan, rise ras rison risen*
stigan, go stah stigon stigen
scinan, shine scan scinon scinen

386. Verbs showing grammatical change (see 208-210):

snidan, cut snad, snidon, sniden.
li%an, go 1a9d, lidon, liden.
scridan, go scrad, scridon, scriden.

4 risan lacks grammatical change in the Pret. Plu. and Past Part. The
s has been levelled from the first two forms into the last two.

CONJUGATION—STRONG VERBS

387. Contract Verbs:

téon (< *tithan), censure
peon (< *pihan), thrive
wréon (<*wrihan), cover

388. The OE ablaut of Class II was: €o (ii); €a; u; o.

The Prim Gmc ablaut was: eu (@) ; au; u; u. Representative
verbs are:
beodan, command bead budon boden
c€owan, chew céaw cuwon cowen
créopan, creep créap crupon cropen
dréogan, endure dréag drugon drogen
geotan, pour geat guton goten
sc€otan, shoot scéat scuton scoten
389. Verbs with @ in the present:®
briican, enjoy bréac brucon brocen
biigan, bow béag bugon bogen
ltcan, lock leac lucon locen
latan, bow leat luton loten
sciifan, shove sceaf scufon scofen
390. Verbs with Grammatical Change:
¢eosan, choose ceas curon coren
fréosan, freeze freas fruron froren
séodan, boil s€ad sudon soden
dréosan, fall dreas druron droren
l€osan, lose leas luron loren

tah, tigon,
bah,  pigon,

tigen®.

pigen.®

wrah, wrigon, wrigen.®

Crass IT

* These verbs also form their principal parts according to Class II: t&on,
téah, tugon, togen; pEon, peah, bugon, pogen; wréon, wréah, wrugon, wrogen,
peon also has some parts formed according to Class III: Pret. Plur. pungon.
Past Part. pungen; see note 93, Chapter XXIV.

® Verbs with @ belong to a class called “aorist presents.”
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391. Contract Verbs:

téon (< *téohan), draw téah tugon togen
fleon (<*fléohan), flee  fléah flugon flogen
Crass 111

392. The Prim Gmc ablaut of Class III was: e;a; u; u.
Strong verbs of Class IIT have a radical syllable ending in two
consonants, of which the first is nearly always a nasal (m, n)
or a liquid (1, r); they fall into four sub-classes:

393. (1) Verbs with radical syllable ending in nasal plus
consonant:

bindan, bind band (bond) bundon bunden
drincan, drink dranc (dronc) druncon druncen
gelimpan, happen  gelamp gelumpon gelumpen

(gelomp)
irnan, run arn (orn) urnon urnen’
onginnan, begin ongann ongunnon ongunnen
(ongonn)
singan, sing sang (song) sungon sungen
swimman, swim swamm swummon Swummen
(swomm)
winnan, strive wann (wonn) wunnon wunnen

394. (2) Verbs with radical syllable ending in 1 plus con-
sonant:

delfan, dig dealf dulfon dolfen
gieldan, yield geald guldon golden
giellan, yell geall gullon gollen

"In Gmc this verb was *rinnan, *rann, *runnun, *runnanaz. In Prehist
OE occurred metathesis (transposition) of the r, resulting in OE irnan, arn,
urnon, urnen.

gielpan, boast
helpan, help
meltan, melt
melcan, milk
swelgan, swell

gealp
healp
mealt
mealc
swealg

395. Contract Verb:
feolan (<*felhan), fealh

pierce
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gulpon
hulpon
multon
mulcon
swulgon

fulgon
(f&lon®)
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golpen
holpen
molten
molcen
swolgen

folen®

396. (3) Verbs with radical syllable ending in r or h plus

consonant;

ceorfan, carve
feohtan, fight
hweorfan, turn
weorpan, cast

cearf

feaht
hwearf

wearp

curfon
fuhton

hwurfon

wurpon

397. With Grammatical Change:

weordan, become

weard

398. (4) Other Verbs:

bregdan, move
swiftly

berstan,® burst
frignan, inquire,

ascertain

braegd

bearst!?
fraegn

wurdon

brugdon

burston

frugnon

corfen
fohten
hworfen
worpen

worden

brogden

borsten
frugnen

* Pret. Plu. f&lon is due to analogy with fourth ablaut series forms like

st&lon.

! Past Part. félen, instead of *folgen, is due to an early levelling of h from
Pres. and Pret. Sing.; *folhen then became folen.
'*In Gmc this verb was *brestan, *brast, *brustun, *brustanaz; *brast
became OE brest; after the period of Breaking, occurred metathesis of r,

resulting in OE berstan, berst, etc.
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murnan,!! mourn mearn murnon
spurnan,!! spearn spurnon spornen
tread down
Crass 1V

399. The Prim Gmce ablaut of Class IV was:eja; ®; u.

Strong verbs of Class IV have stems ending in a single
consonant, nearly always a liquid (I, r) or a nasal.
Representative verbs are:

beran, bear bar b&ron boren
scieran, shear scear scéaron scoren
stelan, steal stzl st®lon stolen

400. One verb originally belonged to Class V:
brecan, break brac br&con brocen

401. Two verbs had a radical syllable ending in a nasal:

niman,? seize, take nam nomon numen
(ndom) (nimon)

cuman,” come com comen cumen
(cwom) (cwomon) (cymen)

" murnan and spurnan are “aorist present” verbs.

12 The 1 of niman is due to the OE change of WGmc e to 1 if followed by m
(see 226). The & of nomon is due to the development of WGmc & to & if fol-
lowed by a nasal (see 230); nom has & by analogy with némoen. The WGme
Past Part. *nomanz became OE numen (see 228).

¥ coman appeared in Gmc as *cweman and as *cwuman, the latter form
being an “‘aorist present.” In WGmc w disappeared if preceded by a con-
sonant and followed by u or 0. Gmc *cwuman therefore became OE cuman,
Pret. Plu. comon (<*cwdmon) has & from WGmc a (see 230). c¢dm has &
by analogy with c¢dmon. The Past Part. cuomen was from WGme *komanz
(see 228). The Past Part. cymen developed from a form *cuminz (an alterna-
tive Gmc and WGmc Past Part. ending *-inz existed beside *-anz).
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Crass V

402. The Prim Gmc ablaut of Class V was: e; a; ®; e.
I't should be observed that this is the same as that of Class IV
except in the past participle.

Strong verbs of Class V have stems ending in a single con-
sonant which is neither a liquid nor a nasal. Representative
verbs are:

metan, measure maet mé&ton meten
giefan, give geaf geafon giefen
gietan, gel geat g€aton gieten
specan, speak spac sp&con specen
sprecan, speak sprac spri&con sprecen
swefan, sleep sweef swafon swefen
tredan, tread tred tr®don treden
wegan, carry wag wEgon wegen

403. Two verbs with irregular Pret. Sing.:

etan, eal @&t 2ton eten
fretan, devour frat fr&ton freten

404. With grammatical change:
cweban, say cwah cw@don cweden

405. Contract verbs:
gefeon (< *gefe- gefeah def®gon  gefxegen (adj.)
han), rejoice
pleon (<*plehan), pleah
adventure
séon!* (<*sehan), see seah sawon sewen
(s@gon) (segen)
Y This verb comes from Gme *sehwan, *sahw, *s®gwun, *segwanaz. In
WGmc *sagwuon, sometimes x, sometimes w disappeared, giving OFris s&gin;

OS sawun; OE s#&gon and siwon. Similarly the WGmc Past Part. *sexwanz
gave OF segen and sewen.
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406. j-presents (see Chapter XIX):

biddan, ask bad b&don beden

licgan, lie leg I&gon legen

sittan, sit st s®ton seten
Crass VI

407. The Prim Gmec ablaut of Class VI was: a; 0; 0; a.
Representative verbs are:

dragan, draw drog drogon dragen
faran, go for foron faren (feren)
hladan, lade hlad hlodon hladen
scacan, shake scoc scocon scacen
scafan, shave scof scofon scafen
spanan, seduce spon sponon spanen
(spannan) (spéon)'® (sp€onon)  (spannen)
standan,’'® stand stod stodon standen
wascan, wash wosc woscon wascen
weaxan, grow wox woxon weaxen
(weéox)'® (w€oxon)

408. Contract Verbs:

sléan ( <*slahan), sloh slogon slagen (sle-
sirike (slog) gen, slegen)V’

I€an (<*lahan), Ioh logon lagen (Iegen,
blame (I5g) legen)!”

fléan ( <*flahan), floh flogon flagen
flay (flag)

15 weaxan and spannan form preterits wéox, spéon by analogy with verbs
of Class VIL

8 standan has a “‘nasal infix”" in the Pres. and Past Part.

1 glegen, legen, scepen, are due to Prehist OE forms like *slaginz, etc.
Cf. note 13, cymen (p. 174).
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409. j-presents:

hebban, heave hof hofon hafen (hefen)
steppan, step stop stopon stapen
swerian, swear SWOr sworon swaren
(sworen)'®
scieppan, creale scop scopon scapen
(scepen)¥
hliehhan, laugh hloh hlogon
scepbpan, injure scod!® scodon
Crass VII

410. Verbs of the seventh class have been called “‘re-
duplicating” because in Gothic their preterits were formed
by prefixing to the preterit stem a syllable consisting of the
initial consonant plus e (in Goth spelled af): Goth slepan—
saislép, sleep—slept; 1etan—lailot, permit—permitted. In all
other Gmc languages, however, this reduplicating preterit has
almost completely disappeared, leaving only a few traces: e.g.,
in OE, chiefly in poetry, occur occasionally:

heht, Pret. Sing. of hatan, beside usual hét.

reord, Pret. Sing. of r&dan, beside usual r&dde, réd.

leole, Pret. Sing. of lacan, beside usual léc.

leort, Pret. Sing. of l&tan, beside usual lét.

dreord, Pret. Sing. of dr&dan beside usual dr&dde, dréd.

In OE, as in the Old Norse, Old Saxon, and Old High Ger-
man, the usual preterit of these so-called “reduplicating”
verbs is an ablaut tense form.

411. Reduplication was an important method of tense
formation in the older Indo-European languages. In Greek
and Sanskrit the perfect was almost always a reduplicating

'# sworen is due to analogy with boren, etc.
1 s¢od has -d by analogy with Pret. Plu. scodon.
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tense. In Latin many verbs retain reduplication in their per-
fect. Thus Latin dare, canere, and cadere have as their
perfects dedi, cecini, and cecidi. In Greek, Sanskrit, and pre-
historic Latin, however, there was another very important
past tense called the aorist, which did not have reduplication
and which seems to have been one of the possible ancestors of
the OE ablauting preterit. In the case of these so-called
reduplicating verbs, the Germanic languages seem originally
to have had two preterit tenses, one based on the non-redup-
licating aorist, the other on the reduplicating perfect. In
Gothic the reduplicating perfect completely supplanted the
aorist. In the West and North Germanic languages the non-
reduplicating aorist almost completely supplanted the redu-
plicating perfect. This explanation avoids the utterly impossible
theory that OE cnéow, knew, (for example) developed from
such a form as *cné-cniaw by the loss of medial -en- and the
consequent contraction of the vowels.

412. The infinitive and present of verbs of Class VII have
as their stem vowel 4, a (o) followed by a nasal, ea, €a, &, 0, &,
and the preterit has either € or €0. The verbs are divided into
two sub-classes on the basis of the preterit vowel.

413. (1) Verbs with & in preterit. Representative verbs

are:

hatan, call het héton hiten

blandan, blend blénd bléndon blanden

dr@dan, dread dréd drédon drden
(dr2dde®) (dr&ddon)

I&tan, permit let Igéton l®ten

r&dan, advise réd rédon reden
(redde®) (r®ddon)

sl®@pan, sleep slép? slépon sl®pen

10 rdan and driedan usually have weak preterits.
u gl pan occasionally has a weak preterit, sl&pte.
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414. Contract Verbs:

fon (<Prim Gmc féng féngon fangen
*fanhanan), seize
hon (<Prim Gmc héng héngon hangen

*hanhanan), hang

415. (2) Verbs with o in preterit. Representative verbs
are:

béatan, beat béot béoton béaten
héawan, hew héow héowon héawen
hléapan, run hléop hlgopon hléapen
blawan, blow bleow bléowon blawen
cr_ﬁwan, know cnéow cnéowon  cniwen
sawan, sow seéow séowon sawen
gangan, go gcong geongon gangen
fealdan, fold feold féoldon fealden
feallan, fall feoll feollon feallen
healdan, hold heold héoldon healden
wealdan, rule weold wéoldon wealden
blowan, bloom bléow bléowon blowen
flowan, fow fleow fléowon flowen
growan, grow gréow gréowon growen

416. j-presents:

wépan (<*wopjan), w&eop wéeopon wopen
weep
hweésan (<*hwos- hweos hwéoson  hwosen

jan), wheeze

STRONG VERBS—PARADIGMS

41_7, The f1.111 conjugation of the strong verbs, exemplified
by bidan, await, beéodan, command, and beran, bear, is as
follows: ,



180
Sing. 1

2

3
Plu.1, 2,3
Sing. 1

2

3
Plu. 1,2,3
Sing. 1, 2, 3
Plu. 1,2,3

REFERENCE GRAMMAR

INDICATIVE

bide
bitst, bidest

bit(t), bidep

Sing. 1, 2, 3 bide
Plu. 1, 2, 3 biden

Sing. 2
Plu. 1

2
Infinitive
Gerund

Pres. Part.

Past Part.

Present

beéode

bietst, béodest

bidap béodap
Preterit
bad béad
bide bude
bad bead
bidon budon
SUBJUNCTIVE
Present
bide béode
biden béoden
Preterit
bude
buden
IMPERATIVE
Present
bid béod
bidan béodan
bidap beéodap
bidan béodan
to bidenne, to béodenne,
-anne -anne
bidende beodende
biden boden

biet(t), beodeb

bere
birst,
berest
birb,
berep
bera)

ber
b&re
ber
b&ron

bere
beren

b&re
b&ren

ber

beran

bera)p

beran

to berenne,
-anne

berende

boren
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PERSONAL ENDINGS OF STRONG (AND OF FirsT WEAK) VERBS

Present Indicative

418. 1st Sing. was Gmce -08. This became OE -u, which
often appears in the earliest MSS. After 800 the usual end-
ing is -e, probably from the Subjunc. 1st Sing.

2d Sing. was Gmc -is. The -i- produced umlaut of the
radical vowel, after which the vowel of the ending weakened,
and the ending became -es. The -t of -es-t came from the
frequent juncture with the postpositive subject -pii, giving
*-espii> *-esti> -est.

In strong verbs (and long-stemmed first weak verbs) the
-e- is usually syncopated in EWS, giving the ending -st (see
259. 1).

3d Sing. was Gmc -1p. After producing umlaut the ending
became -ep. In strong verbs (and long-stemmed first weak
verbs) the -e- is usually syncopated in EWS, giving =) (see
259. 1).

The Plu. ending was originally the Gmc 3d Plu. -anp, which
became OE -ap. This ending was extended by analogy to the
1st and 2nd Plu.

Plu. Indic. forms such as bide, b&ode, bere, etc., occur
when the subject is the 1st or 2d personal pronoun w&, 3&, wit,
git, if the pronoun follows the verb: bide wé, béode gé.

Present Subjunctive

In the Sing. the Prim Gmc endings all became OE -e. In
the Plu., the regularly developed ending of the 3d person, -en,
was extended to the 1st and 2d persons.

Preterit Indicative

The 1st and 3d Sing. IE endings were lost in Prim Gmec.

The 2d Sing. forms bide, bude, b&re, etc., may be from the
Subjunc.
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Gmec 3d Plu. -un became OE -on. As in the Pres. Indic.,
the ending of the 3d person was extended by analogy to the 1st
and 2d persons plural.

Forms like Pres. Plu. Indic. bide wé, etc., occur in the
Pret. also, but rarely: bide wg, bude wg, b&re wé.

Imperative

The 1st Plu. -an is of obscure origin. The form is used as
a hortative. It is usually supplanted by the Subjunc. -en.

Gerund

The Gerund was originally the Dat. of the Infin., Gmc
*-anjai, which became OE -enne. The ending -anne has -a-
by analogy with the Infin. -an.

ConjucaTioN OF CONTRACT VERBS

419. The contract verbs, exemplified by téon, draw, séon
see, sléan, strike, and fon, seize, are conjugated in the Pres.
Indic., Subjunc., and Imper. as follows:

INDICATIVE
Pres. Sing. 1 teéo s€o sléa o
2 tiehst sichst sliehst fehst
3 tiehp siehp sliehp fehp
Plu. 1, 2, 3 téop s€éop sléap fop
SUBJUNCTIVE
Pres. Sing. 1, 2, 3 téo 8€0 slea )
Plu. 1, 2, 3 téon séon sléan fon
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IMPERATIVE
Pres. Sing. 2 téoh seoh sleah foh
Plu. 1 téon séon sléan fon
2 téohp séop sleap fop
Infinitive téon séon sléan fon
Gerund to t€éonne to séonne to sléanne to fonne

For explanations of these forms, see Chapter XXIV.

420. The forms of the Pres. Indic. 2d and 3d Sing. of other
contract verbs are as follows:

Class I: béon: biehst, bichp; wréon: wriehst, wriehp.

Class II: fléon: fliehst, fliehp.

Class III: féolan: fielhst, fielhp.

Class V: féon: fiehst, fiehp.

Class VI: pwean: bwiehst, pwiehp.

Class VII: hon: h&hst, héhp.

SYNCOPATION AND ASSIMILATION IN STRONG VERBS

421. In the 2d and 3d Sing. Pres. Indic. of strong verbs
the vowel of the endings -est, -ep, is often syncopated, and a
final d, t, b, or g of the radical syllable is assimilated, the
resulting combination often being further simplified. Before
syncopation took place, umlaut of the radical vowel, whenever
it was capable of umlaut, had already occurred. But as the
result of analogy, syncopated forms without umlaut and
unsyncopated forms, both with and without umlaut, were
developed. In WS the syncopated forms with umlaut are the
prevailing ones.

Verb 2d Sing. 3d Sing.
bidan (I) ewait bitst, bidest bit(t), bidep
stigan (I) go stihst, stigest stihp, stigep
béodan (II) command bietst, béodest biet(t), beode}p
¢eéosan (II) choose ciest, ¢Eosest ¢iest, ¢Eosep
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bindan (II1) bind
helpan (III) help

weorpan (III) become

weorpan (I1I) cast
beran (IV) bear
cuman (IV) come
etan (V) eat
cweban (V) say
biddan (V) ask
faran (VI) go
_standan (VI) stand

hiatan (VII) command

healdan (VII) hold
feallan (VII) fall
téon (I) blame

" téon (II) draw
séon (V) see

sléan (VI) strike
fon (VII) seize

REFERENCE GRAMMAR

bintst, bindest
hilpst, helpest
wierst, weorpest
wierpst, weorpest
birst, berest
cymst, cumest
itst, etest

cwist, cwepest
bitst, bidest
faerst, ferest
stentst, standest
h&tst, hatest
hieltst, healdest
fielst, feallest
tiehst

tiehst

sichst

sliehst

fehst

422. In the syncopated forms:

bint, bindep
hilpp, helpep
wierp, weorpeb
wierpb, weorpep
birp, berep
cymbp, cumeb
it(t), eteb

cwip, cwepep
bit(t), bide}
ferp, fzrep
stent, standep
h&t(t), hatep
hielt, healdeb
fielp, fealleb
tiehp

tiehp

siehp

sliehp

fehp

1. A double consonant at the end of the radical syllable is
simplified: feallan, fielst, fielp.
2. d before st becomes t: bidan, bitst.

3. d before b becomes t, b becomes t, and tt is simplified:

bidan, bit.

4. t before p assimilates p to t, and tt

is simplified: etan, it.

5. ¢ before st or b becomes h: stigan, stihst, stihp.

6. b before st usually disappears, but may become t, or may

be restored: cwepan, cwist; sniban, snitst, sni pst.

7. b before b is simplified: cwepan, cwib.

8. s before st is simplified: ¢€osan, ¢iest (2d).

9. s before b gives st: ¢Eosan, ¢iest (3d).
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WEAK VERBS

423. Three classes of weak verbs are to be distinguished
in OE.

1. Weak verbs of the first class had a prehistoric suffix con-
taining -j- or -i-. Cf. Chapter XVIII.

2. Weak verbs of the second class had a prehistoric suffix
containing -6j~ or -o-.

3. Weak verbs of the third class had a prehistoric suffix
containing -ai-.

FirsT WEAK VERBS

424. Typical first weak verbs are conjugated as follows:
fremman, make; d€man, judge; nerian, save.

INDICATIVE
Present
Sing. 1 fremme déeme nerie
2 fremest démst, démest nerest
3 fremep démp, démep nerep
Plu. 1, 2, 3 fremma}p démap neriap
Preterit
Sing. 1,3 fremede démde nerede
2 fremedest démdest neredest
Plu. 1, 2, 3 fremedon démdon neredon
SUBJUNCTIVE
) Present
Sing. fremme déme nerie
Plu. fremmen démen nerien
Preterit
Sing. fremede démde nerede

Plu. fremeden démden nereden
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IMPERATIVE
Present

Sing. 2 freme dém "~ nere
Plu. 1 fremman déman nerian

2 fremmap démap neriap
Infin. fremman déman nerian
Gerund t6 fremmenne, t6 démenne, to nerienne,

-anne -anne -anne

Pres. Part. fremmende démende neriende
Past Part. fremed démed nered

425. First weak verbs had in Prim Gmc a prehistoric
suffix which occurred sometimes in the form j, sometimes in the
form i. In the Gmc forms from which the OE forms were
derived j occurred in the Pres. Indic. 1st Sing., the Pres. Indic.
Plu., the Pres. Subjunc. Sing. and Plu., the Imper. Plu., the
Infin., Ger., and Pres. Part.; 1 occurred in the Pres. Indic. 2d
and 3d Sing., the Pret. Indic. and Subjunc., the Imper. Sing.,
and the Past Part. Both j and i umlauted the vowel of the
radical syllable. Wherever j occurred the final consonant
(except 1) of an originally short radical syllable was geminated.
i, however, tho causing umlaut, did not cause gemination. For
a detailed presentation, see Chapters XVII, XVIIIL.

426. A distinction is to be made between verbs with an
originally short radical syllable like fremman, nerian (< Gmc
*fram-jan, *naz-jan), and those with an originally long radical
syllable, like déman (< Gmc *dom-jan).

1. Verbs with originally short stems form their preterit
indicative first person singular by means of the ending -ede,
and their past participle by means of the ending -ed. The
principal parts of representative verbs are as follows:

fremman, make fremede fremed
nerian, save nerede nered
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2. Verbs with originally long stems form the preterit
indicative first person singular by means of the ending -de or
-te; that is, the middle vowel -e- is syncopated. When the
stem of the verb ends in a voiced consonant, the ending is -de;
Put when the stem ends in a voiceless consonant, the ending
is -te. They form the past participle by means of the ending
-ed. Representative verbs are:

déman, judge démde démed
cemban, comb cembde cembed
wrnan, gallop ®rnde &rned
cépan, keep cépte céped
scierpan, sharpen scierpte scierped
adw®scan, quench adwascte adwaesced
fyllan, fill fylde fylled

Verbs whose stems end in d or t always syncopate the middle
vowel of the preterit ending, no matter whether the stem was
originally long or originally short, so that the ending becomes
-de or -te. The vowel of the ending of the past participle may

also be syncopated, so that it becomes -dd or -tt instead of -ed.
Representative verbs are:

hreddan, save hredde hreded, hred(d)
seftan, se sette seted, set(t)
l&dan, lead Izdde l2ded, l2d(d)
métan, meet métte méted, mét(t)

Verbs whose stems end in d or t preceded by another consonant
have only a single d or t in the preterit and in the syncopated
form of the past participle. Examples are:

wendan, turn wende wended, wend
festan, make fast feste fested, fast
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427. The preterits and past participles of verbs of several
types require special attention. The principal parts are:

nemnan, nane nemde nemned, nemd
hyngran, hunger hyngrede hyngred
biecnan, make a sign biecnede  biecned
dieglan, conceal dieglede  diegled
gierwan, prepare gierede gier(w)ed
lecgan, lay legde legd

nemde, nemd show syncopation after the long radical
syllable nemn-; n disappeared between m and d thru “phonetic
economy.”

hyngrede, hyngred (and biecnede, dieglede, etc.) retain the
middle vowel because the long radical syllable plus r, n, or |
phonetically required a vowel between r, n, or I and d.

gierede, giered, show the regular disappearance of w before
e (<i); w was sometimes restored by analogy with the forms
where it was retained.

legde, legd, though the radical syllable is short, show synco-
pation.

SYNCOPATION AND ASSIMILATION IN FirsT WEAK VERBS

428. Syncopation, and the frequent assimilation and
simplification of resultant consonant combinations, occurred
under certain circumstances in the 2d and 3d Sing. Pres. Indic.,
and in the Pret. and Past Part. of many first weak verbs.

429. 1. In the 2d and 3d Sing. Pres. Indic., syncopation
occurred in EWS in verbs with originally long radical syllables,
providing the consonant combination which would result was
capable of being pronounced. Thus demst, démp, cépst,
cépp, métst. After syncopation, the final consonant of the
radical syllable was often assimilated to that of the ending,
or the consonant of the ending to that of the radical syllable.
(See 418, 422, 259, 260.)

1. A double consonant at the end of the radical syllable is
simplified: fyllan, fylst, fylp.
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2. d before st becomes t: l&dan, l@tst (2d).

3. d before p gives tt, and tt is simplified: l®dan, 12t (3d).

4. b after t is assimilated to t, and tt is simplified: métan,
mét (3d).

5. s(s) before st is simplified: cyssan, cyst (2d).

6. s before b gives st: cyssan, cyst (3d).

7. st before st gives st: fastan, fest (2d).

But in all verbs with long radical syllables we find frequently
the endings -est, -ep, levelled by analogy from verbs with
originally short radical syllables.

-Verbs like hyngran, hunger, timbran, build, efnan, level,
seglan, sail, which have a radical syllable ending in a voiced
consonant plus a liquid or nasal, do not exhibit syncopation.

-430. II. In the preterit, syncopation of the vowel -e-
(<1) of the ending occurs in most verbs with originally long
radical syllables: d€man, démde, cemban, cembde, l@dan,
lzdde.

Syncopation occurs even in verbs with originally short
radical syllables if the radical syllable ends in d or t: hreddan,
hredde; settan, sette.

If the radical syllable ended in two consonants, the latter
of which was d or t, the resulting combination was simplified:
wendan, wende; fzstan, fzste.

431. IIL In the past participle, syncopation, assimilation,
and simplification occurred if the radical syllable ended in d or
t: hreddan, hred;settan, set;l&dan, l2d ; métan, mét ; wendan,
wend; fastan, fast; also in nemnan, nemd. Unsyncopated
forms with -ed, however, occur rather frequently in the past
participle of these verbs.

First WEAK VERBS “WitHouT MIDDLE VOWEL"

432.  Certain weak verbs of Class I exhibit no umlaut in
the preterit and past participle. In Prim Gmc these verbs
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had -j- or -i- in the present, but had no -i- in the Pret. and

435. The conjugation of bodian, proclaim, together with
Past Part. See 146.

the Prehist OE forms, follows:

Representative verbs are: INDICATIVE
tellan, count tealde teald Present
sellan, give sealde seald Prehist OE OE
cwellan, kill cwealde cweald Sing. 1 *bodoju bodie
stellan, place  stealde steald 2 *bodos bodas(t)
bycgan, buy bohte boht 3 *boddb bodap
cweccan, shake cweahte, cwehte  cweaht, cweht Plu. 1, 2, 3 *bodsjanp bodiap
recéan, narrate rteahte reaht, reht Preterit
streccan, siretch streahte, strehte  streaht, streht Sing. 1 *bodode bodode
r&can, reach rahte, r&hte raht, r&ht 2 *bododes bododest
txcan, teach tahte, txzhte taht, t&ht 3 *bodode bodode
sécan, seck sohte soht Plu. 1, 2, 3 *bodddun bododon, bodedon®
wyrcéan, work  worhte worht SUBJUNCTIVE
bencan, think pohte poht -
{’J:’:ﬁ;:ﬂ i l‘;'r‘;‘l:fe [l:::i:t Sing. 1,2,3 *bodaje bodie
8 . Plu. 1, 2,3 *boddjen bodien
bringan, bring Preterit
433. Conjugation of tellan, count, sécan, seek, bycgan, Sing. 1, 2, 3 *bodode bodode
buy, pencan, think, in present indicative: Plu. 1, 2,3 *bododen bododen
Sing. 1 telle sce bycge pence
2 telest sécst, séCest bygest  bencst, pencest : R IMPERATIVE
_ . A Sing. 2 bodd boda
3 telep séch, sécep bygep  pench, bence)p Plu. 1 *bodsi .
. ) u. odojan bodian
Plu. 1, 2, 3 tellap sécap bycgap bencap 2 *bodjanp bodiab
SECOND WEAEX VERBS Infin. *bodéjan bodian

) L Gerund to *bodojannje to bodienne
434. Second weak verbs in Gmc had a stem ending in -5-, Pres. Part. *bodéjandi bodiende
as appears from Goth salbon, OHG salbdn, anoint. In OFris, Past Part. *bodsd Lo

0S, and OE, however, the ending -jan (-j5, -jan}, etc.) is added
to the stem *salbo-, giving Prehist OE *salbojan ; this, by umlaut
of the 0, became *sealf¢jan> *sealfejan> *sealfijan> sealfian.

¥ The middle vowel -o- often became e when the vowel of the next syllable
was &, 0, or u; it remained o, however, when the vowel of the next syllable was
e. This explains the variation that we find between bodode and bodedon,
and between heofones, Gen. Sing., and heofenas, Nom. Plur.
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TrIRD WEAK VERBS

436. Third weak verbs in Gmc had a stem ending in -ai-,
as appears in Goth 2d and 3d Sing. Pres. Indic. habais; habaip,
have; Pret. habaida, had; OHG habén (<*habain). In OFris,
0S, and OE the verbs originally belonging to the third class
have been so widely and thoroughly influenced by analogy with
the first and second classes that practically no traces of the
Gmc conjugation remain.

(1) Some verbs, like festan, make firm, (cf. OHG fastén),
have completely “gone over” to the first weak verbs.

(2) Some verbs, like tilian, strive (cf. OHG zilén), have
completely “gone over” to the second weak verbs.

(3) Some verbs, like fylgean, folgian, follow, exhibit, in
one set of forms, umlaut and the endings of the first weak verbs,
as in fylgean, and, in another complete set of forms, no umlaut
and the endings of the second weak verbs, as in folgian.

(4) A few verbs, habban, have; libban, live; secgan, say;
hycgan, think; and contract verbs like préagan, rebuke; fréogan,
Jfree, are usually so conjugated in WS as to deserve to be regarded
as still a separate conjugation.

437. The principal parts of préagan, rebuke, and fréogan,
free, are:

préagan préeade pread
fréogan freode freod
The present indicative forms are: préage, breast, préap,
Plu. préagap; fréoge, fréost, fréop, Plu. fréogab.

438. Conjugation of habban, kave, libban, live, secgan, say:

INDICATIVE
Present
Sing. 1 hzbbe libbe, lifge secge
2 hafst, hafast liofast sz gst, sagast
3 h2fp, hafap liofa)p szgp, saga)p

Plu. 1, 2,3 habbap, hebbap libbab, lifgap secga)

CONJUGATION—WEAK VERBS

Preterit
Sing. 1,3  heefde lifde
2  hafdest lifdest
Plu. 1, 2, 3 hafdon lifdon
SUBJUNCTIVE
Present
Sing. habbe libbe, lifge
Plu. hazbben libben, lifgen
Preterit
Sing. hefde lifde
Plu. hafden lifden
IMPERATIVE
Present
Sing. 2 hafa liofa

Plu. 2 habba) libbap, ifgap

INFINITIVE
habban libban, lifgan

PRESENT PARTICIPLE
haxbbende libbende, lifgende

PAST PARTICIPLE
hafd Lifd

193

segde
segdest
segdon

secge
secgen

segde
segden

saga, smde
secgap

secgan

secgende

sxedd

Forms with gemination (habbe, Libbe, secge, etc.) show
that they derive from Gmc -j- forms, *habjai, *libjai, *sazjai.
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Forms with -a- in the ending (hafap, hafa, etc.) show that
they derive from prehistoric -8~ forms.

Forms like hefde, h2fd, etc., are like such first weak forms
as tealde, teald, which lack a middle vowel in the preterit and
past participle.

PRETERITIVE-PRESENT VERBS

439. The Preteritive-Present Verbs were originally strong
verbs. The original strong preterits, however, have the mean-
ing of the present tense in OE and other Gmc languages, while
a new weak preterit has been formed to signify past time. For
details see 175-177.

440. Since these verbs not only originally belonged to
various classes of strong verbs, but still show the class to which
they belong, they may be grouped as follows:

Origi- Verb Pres. 3 Sing. Pres. Plu. Pret. 3 Sing.
nal (Old Str. (Old Str. (New Weak
Series Pret.) Pret.) Pret.)
I. agan, possess ah agon ahte
I. witan, know wat witon wisse, wiste
II. dugan, avail déag dugon dohte
III. unnan, grant ann, onn unnon ibe
III. cunnan, know, canm,conn cunnon ciipe
be able
I11. burfan, need bearf purfon porfte
I1I. durran, dare dearr durron dorste
IV. sculan, be obliged sceal sculon sceolde
IV. munan, remember man, mon munon munde
V. magan, be gble ma=g magon meahte,
mihte
V. (ge)nugan, suf- neah nugon nohte
fice
VI. motan, be per-  mot moton moste

mitled
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441. Conjugation of witan, cunnan, sculan, magan:

Sing. 1

Plu.

Sing. 1

Plu.

Sing.

Plu.

Sing.

Plu.

wisse, wiste ciipe

wisse, wiste ciipe

wisson,
wiston

wite

witen

wisse,
wiste
wissen,
wisten

INDICATIVE
Present
cann, conn  sceal
canst, const scealt
cann, conn sceal
cunnon sculon
Preterit
sceolde
cupest sceoldest
sceolde
ciipon sceoldon
SUBJUNCTIVE
Present
cunne scyle,
scule
cunnen scylen,
sculen
Preterit
ciipe sceolde
ciipen sceolden

meg
meaht
mag

magan

meahte,
mihte
meahtest,
mihtest
meahte,
mihte
meahton,
mihton

megde,
muge
megden,
mugen

meahte,
mihte
meahten,
mihten
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IMPERATIVE
Sing. wite
Plu. witap
Infin. witan cunnan sculan magan
Gerund to witenne, t0 cunnenne,

-anne -anne

Pres. Part. witende
Past Part. witen cunnen, ciip

ANoMaLoUs VERBS

442. The four “anomalous’ verbs are thus termed because
no one of them can be classified with any of the other-groups'of
verbs. They are b&on (wesan), be; don, do; gan, go; willan, will.

béon, is, wesan

443. béon, is, wesan, were originally three independent
verbs, with the IE roots *bheu, *es/os, *wes/wos, various
forms of which became joined in Gmc to make a complete
“‘composite” conjugation.

INDICATIVE
Singular Plural ] )
1 eom; béo 1, 2, 3 sindon, sind, sint;

beop; wesabp
2 eart; bist

3 is; bhip .
Preterit
1 was 1,2,3 wa&ron
ware
3 was

CONJUGATION—ANOMALOUS VERBS 197
SUBJUNCTIVE
Present
1,2,3 sie; béo sien; béon
Preterit
1,2,3 wa&re w&ren
IMPERATIVE
2 béo; wes béob; wesap
Infin. bEon, wesan Pres. Part. béonde, wesende

Gerund 5 b&onne

eom, eart, is, belong to the IE base *es/os, which appears
in Lat forms such as es-se, es, est.

s-ind(on), etc., belong to the IE base *es/os, which appears
in Lat forms such as s-unt.

b&o, etc., belong to the IE base *bheu, which appears in
Lat forms such as fui.

In the present indicative, eom, eart, is, sindon are used to

signify present time. b€o bist, bip, beop are used often to
signify future time

don
444. don, do:
INDICATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE
Pres. Pret. Pres. Pret.
Sing. 1 db dyde, 1,2,3 do dyde
dade
2 dest dydest
3 dép dyde,
dzde
Plu. dop dydon, 1,2,3 don dyden

d&don
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IMPERATIVE
Sing. 2 dd Plu. 2 dop
Infin. don Pres. Part. donde
Gerund t6 donne Past Part. don
gan
445. gan, go.
INDICATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE
Pres. Pret. Pres. Pret.
Sing. 1 ga €ode 1,2,3 ga €ode
2 gast €odest
3 gxp €ode
Plu. gap €odon gin €oden
IMPERATIVE
Sing. 2 ga Plu. 2 gap
Infin. gan
Gerund to ganne Past Part. gin
willan

446. willan, wish, will.

INDICATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE
Pres. Pret. Pres. Pret.
Sing. 1 wille wolde 1,2, 3 wille wolde
2 wilt woldest
3 wile, wille wolde
Plu. willap woldon willen wolden
Infin. willan Pres. Part. willende

Gerund t6 willenne,
-anne



