The Long Monophthongs of Old English

1,V (ridan,tyr) U (hads)



The Long Monophthongs of Middle English

I (ride(n),tyr) U (hous)

e (swete) O (fode)
e (heeth) O (ston)



The Short Monophthongs of Old English

L,y (drincan,fyllan) U (sunu)

e (helpan) O (oxa)

2 (paet) a (panc)



The Short Monophthongs of Middle English

| (drinke(n),fille(n)) U (sone)

e (helpe(n)) Q (oxe)

a (panc,pat)



Lengthening of Short Vowels in 13th century M

OE spelling ME spelling ME pron.
nama name namsa
feeder fadar fader
mete mete mEtoa
stolen stolen stolen

EXCEPT before Ci:
hefig hevy hevi
bodig body podrt




Simplification of Diphthongs in M

diphthong OE example ME spelling ME pron.
[éa] stréam streem strem
lea] earm arm arm
[EO] béon bee(n) bén

leo] WeOorc werk werk



Development of New

diphthong OE example
[ai] deeg
au weg
eu] clawu
iU stiweard
Ol from French
QU] chawan
OU] bohte

Diphthongs in M

ME spelling ME pron.
dai dai
wey wel
clawe Klaue
stiward stiuard
joie [o]
knowe(n) KnQuan
boughte bouhts



Shortening of Long Vowels in 12th century M

OE spelling ME spelling ME pron.
shortening before a consonant cluster:
CEépte kepte kepta
Wisdom wisdom wisdom
laedde ledde ledda
laessa lesse lesso

tri-syllabic shortening:
cicenu chikene Clkena
haligdaeg halidel halidel




Great English Vowel Shift |

1 [bite]

C
\ & [meet]

a [namej



Great English Vowel Shift I

1 [bite] [house

1U \
\e [meet] [food] O /
[bone] D

a [namej




Great English Vowel Shift |l




