
Ling 520 Introduction to Phonetics I                        IPA transcription:  Hindi

A. Nasalized vowels.  Short vowels /i e a o u/,  long vowels /i: a: u:/.  Each of these qualities also 
occurs as a nasalized vowel phoneme.

Oral vowel Nasalized vowel

1. [ sas ]  mother-in-law [ sa)s ]  breath

2. [ »kaaˇa ]  cut, bite [ »ka)a)̌ a ]  thorn

3. [ b˙ukH ] hunger [ b˙u)k ] bark (verb)

4. [ putS ] to ask [ pu)tS ] tail

B. Long and short consonants.

1. bilabial [»t´pa] "make smb jump smth" [»t´ppa] "a song"

2. dental [»p´t5a] "address" [»p´t5t5a] "leaf"

3. retroflex [»p´ˇa] "make smb agree" [»p´ˇˇa] "a board"

4. alveo-pal. [»b´tSa] "save somebody" [»b´ttSa] "child"

5. velar [»p´ka] "cook smth" [»p´kka] "ripe"

C. Liquids

1. [|] [»k´Ra] "make smb do smth" [»aRi] "saw"

2. [«] [»k´«a] "bracelet" [»a«i] "askew"

3. [l] [»k´la] "art" [»ali] "friend"

D.  Voicing and aspiration in consonants

bilabial 1. [ pal ]  "take care of"

2. [ pHal ]  "knife-edge"

3. [ bal ]  "hair"

4. [ b˙al ]  "forehead"

dental 1. [ t5an ]  "mode of singing"

2. [ t5Han ]  "roll of cloth"

3. [ d5an ]  "charity"

4. [ d5˙an ]  "paddy"

5. [ t5al ]  "beat"

6. [ t5Hal ]  "plate"



7. [ d5al ]  "lentils"

8. [ d5˙ir ]  "calm"

retroflex 1. [ ˇal ]  "postpone"

2. [ ˇHal ]  "place for buying"

3. [ Íal ]  "branch"

4. [ Í˙al ]  "shield"

alveo-palatal 1. [ tSal ]  "the way one walks" [ tS´l ]  "go"

2. [ tSHal ]  "bark" [ tSH´l ]    "deceit"

3. [ dZal ]  "net" [ dZ´l ]  "water"

4. [ dZ˙al ]  "cymbols" [ dZ˙´l ] "glimmer"

velar 1. [ kal ]  "era" [ kan ]  "ear"

2. [ kHal ]  "skin" [ kHan ]  "mine"

3. [ gal ]  "cheek" [ gan ]  "song"

4. [ g˙al ]  "confusion" [ g˙an ]  "bundle"

Transcription exercise.  
1. "settle" [ ] vs.  "truthful" [ ]

2. "a big knife" [    ] vs.  "supreme quality" [   ] vs. "diagonal" [   ]

3. "common"  [ ] vs. "mango"  [  ]

4.  "leaf"  [ ] vs. "a fold" [ ]

5. "tomorrow" [    ] vs. "rot"  [ ]

6. "a flower" [     ] vs. "to swindle"  [ ]

7. "fall"  [ ] vs. "surround"  [ ]

8. "lock"  [ ] vs. "to put" [ ]


